《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Psalms》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

Introduction

1. Name. The book of the Psalms is the name given in our versions to the first of the books of the third division of the Hebrew Bible called Kethubhim or Hagiographa. It is followed in that division by Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles. The name of the book in Hebrew is Tehillim, i.e. 'Praises.' Our name, Psalms, is a transliteration of the Greek title of the book, and signifies 'songs accompanied by stringed instruments.' The title Psalter is from the Greek psalterion, 'a harp,' and is applied to the book of Psalms just as 'Lyre' or 'Harp' is sometimes used for a collection of hymns.

2. Hebrew Poetry. The history of Hebrew poetry, as evidenced in extant sacred literature, can only be sketched in briefest outline. It is predominantly lyric in character, i.e. it expresses, or refers to, the poet's own thoughts or emotions. Epic poetry, i.e. poetry narrating the achievements of heroes, is not represented. Some of the poetry is of a dramatic nature, as Job, and especially the Song of Songs, but there is no drama properly so called. Fragments of early songs of various kinds have been preserved, and are embedded in the literature of the OT. Examples of these are the 'Song of the Sword,' uttered by Lamech in Genesis 4:23-24 the 'Song of the Well,' recorded in Numbers 21:17-18 and the burden of the thanksgiving for the deliverance from Egypt in Exodus 15:1, Exodus 15:21, the whole fine composition contained in Exodus 15:2-18 being probably of later date.

One of the very oldest portions of Hebrew literature is the Song of Deborah in Judges 5. Most critics consider the Song of Moses, recorded in Deuteronomy 32, to be of comparatively late date, and Hannah's Song in 1 Samuel 2 can hardly be of contemporary authorship. Many of the poetic strains that have come down to us are laments in memory of the departed, one of the most notable examples being David's elegy on the death of Saul and Jonathan (2 Samuel 1), and another the lament for Abner in 2 Samuel 3:33; The 'last words of David,' recorded in 2 Samuel 23, are cheerful in strain, forming a marked contrast to the dirge of Hezekiah in view of his approaching death (Isaiah 38). Traces of harvest and vintage songs, and songs for banquets, are discernible: see Amos 6:5. Wedding songs are, perhaps, preserved in the book of Canticles. Interspersed among the prophetic writings a few beautiful lyrics are to be found: see Isaiah 12, Jonah 2, and Habakkuk 3. A sublime and powerful Mashal, or Taunting Song, is preserved in Isaiah 14:4-27. It is notable for its bold symbolism, and its. daring and bitter irony, rather than for its beauty.

Careful readers of the OT. will not fail to notice scattered references to collections of poems that have not been preserved. One of these is called in Numbers 21:14; 'The book of the Wars of Jehovah,' containing, presumably, martial songs; and another, 'The book of Jashar,' i.e. the Upright, may well have consisted of verses in pious memory of departed saints and heroes. The titles of the Psalms, when closely examined, render their own evidence to the existence of other collections of Hebrew lyrics which have perished, as well as to some that have been taken up into that larger collection, which now forms one of the most precious possessions of the world.

The book of Lamentations may stand as an illustration of the elaborate versification of later days. Short as the book is, it consists of several parts distinguishable from one another by their various metres, one being styled the Kinah or Elegiac metre, and all displaying considerable artistic skill. The acrostics which have been preserved in the book of Psalms and in Lamentations are probably the product of a comparatively late period.

It remains only to mention the Gnomic verse (i.e. didactic poetry, dealing in maxims), of which the book of Proverbs furnishes such abundant illustration. Some of the Psalms, and parts of the book of Job, may perhaps be included under this heading, but the attempt accurately to classify under modern subdivisions the many-voiced poetry of the OT. is more than futile. It is clear that one marked type of poetical composition is recognisable in the sententious, regular, evenly-balanced clauses, such as constitute the main portion of Proverbs. In the Hebrew, however, there is no monotony. There is variety enough in the rhythm of the lines, in the kind of parallelism adopted, and in the various building up of lines and couplets into stanzas, to remove the feeling of sameness which an English reader experiences in reading Proverbs or the 119th Psalm. Hebrew poetry in all its parts pulsates with the spontaneity, the freedom, and the sparkling variety of full and vigorous life.

3. Hebrew Poetical Construction. The distinction between poetry and prose in Hebrew does not depend upon the presence or absence of rhyme. Nor is metre—that is, arrangement in lines of a measured length, consisting of a definite number of syllables or 'feet'—characteristic of Hebrew poetry, though some approach to this is occasionally found. Poetical construction depends upon rhythm of thought and balance of sentences. Each psalm is made up of lines, arranged so as to produce a 'parallelism of members,' so that in two or more lines words and matter correspond to one another with a carefully-studied equality. In the simplest form, two such lines match one another in a couplet, e.g.—'The heavens declare the glory of God And the firmament sheweth his handy work.' 'Enter into his gates with thanksgiving And into his courts with praise.' In these examples, the second line repeats the general sense of the first and strengthens its emphasis. This is called synonymous parallelism. Sometimes the second line affirms the opposite of the former, in antithesis or contrast, e.g.—'The wicked borroweth and payeth not again, But the righteous sheweth mercy and giveth.' 'The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.' Sometimes a triplet is found, as—'I call to remembrance my song in the night, I commune with my own heart, And my spirit made diligent search.' Four lines may be included in the scheme, and then the first and third may be called parallel, and the second and fourth; or three of the lines may preserve a close parallelism, while one of them, either the first or the last, stands independent; or two ordinary couplets may constitute a verse of four lines, e.g.—'In my distress I called upon the Lord, And cried unto my God:

He heard my voice out of his temple, And my cry before him came into his ears.' Close examination will show that these distichs, tristichs, and tetrastichs, as they are called—i.e. verses of 2, 3 and 4 lines respectively—assume a great variety of forms in the Psalms, thus avoiding the sameness and monotony characteristic of the poetry of the Proverbs. Order can be discerned, but, like the symmetry in the life of nature, it manifests itself amidst endless variety, so that the charm of freshness and unexpectedness is never lost. (For examples, see the arrangement of the verses in RV.)

As two, three, or four lines make a verse, so a number of verses constitute a stanza, or strophe, corresponding to a paragraph in prose. The end. of such a stanza is sometimes marked by a refrain, such as 'The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge' in the 46th Psalm, and 'Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness and for his wonderful works to the children of men,' which is found four times in the 107th Psalm. But the stanzas do not recur with strict regularity, and the writers of these marvellous sacred lyrics never allow themselves to be chained by any mechanical rules.

There is, however, one apparent exception to this rule. Though rhyme is not found in Hebrew poetry, alliteration and assonance—the repetition of a letter or of similar soundendings—is not infrequent, and the alliteration sometimes takes the form of an acrostic. That is to say, a psalm may be composed so that each verse shall begin with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet, arranged in order from the first to the last—as we should say, from A to Z. This is practically the case in Psalms 25, 34, 145. Or every other verse may thus follow on with consecutive letters, as in Psalms 37 or every single line may begin with a fresh letter, as in Psalms 111, 112. In the 119th Psalm, as is well known, there are twenty-two stanzas, each consisting of eight verses, and each verse in the stanza begins with the same letter, the letters of the whole alphabet being taken in regular succession. It is difficult to imitate this in English, and if it were done, an appearance of stiffness and artificiality would be produced. But, excepting perhaps in the elaborate scheme of the 119th Psalm, the mechanical arrangement does not seriously fetter the Hebrew poet, and the English reader would hardly guess how completely the alphabetical system is carried out. This is very marked in the 3rd chapter of Lamentations, a striking example of acrostic composition.

4. Hebrew Music. Tradition places the introduction of musical instruments at a very early date. In Genesis 4:21; Jubal is described as 'the father of all such as handle the harp and pipe.' Amos (Amos 5:23) speaks of 'the melody of viols' as being heard in the services, and Isaiah (Isaiah 30:29, Isaiah 30:32) similarly mentions pipe and tabret and harp. The nature of the music is more a matter of speculation than of knowledge: it was probably what we would consider harsh and discordant. The singing at the Temple services seems, from notices in the Psalms, to have been antiphonal, sometimes by the two divisions of the choir, sometimes by the choir and the people, the latter joining at intervals in a refrain (e.g. 136). The singing in later times, at any rate, was accompanied, in some cases if not always, by instrumental music. Psalms 4, 6, 54, 55, 67, 76 are headed 'On Neginoth' (RV 'upon stringed instruments'); and Psalms 5 has the direction 'Upon Nehiloth' (RM 'with the wind instruments'). Two stringed instruments are mentioned in the Bible, the kinnor (harp) and the nebel (psaltery). The former seems to have been a lyre, an instrument of a light and simple nature upon which the performer could play while walking; the latter was probably more like our harp. The chief wind instruments are the halil (flute), skophar (horn), and hazozerah (trumpet). The flute was played in religious processions (1 Samuel 10:5; 1 Kings 1:40; Isaiah 30:29). The horn (made at first of a ram's horn, sometimes later of metal) was used to summon the people to worship, or as a signal, or for special purposes, as e.g. to proclaim the year of Jubilee. The trumpet was a long instrument of silver, blown on ceremonial occasions by the priests (Numbers 10:2-10). It is the instrument portrayed on the Arch of Titus at Rome. There were also percussion instruments used, the chief of which were the toph (a small hand drum, Genesis 31:27; 'tabret,') and cymbals both flat and conical (Psalms 150:5; Zechariah 14:20).

5. The Titles of the Psalms. The titles, or short inscriptions, found at the beginning of many psalms, are not to be regarded as forming a part of the sacred text, but they were prefixed at a very early date, and are very instructive. The exact meaning of each will be explained where it occurs, but a few general remarks may here be made. Titles occur chiefly in the first three books, and only thirtyfour psalms are without any. These the Jews called 'orphans.' Some of the titles are musical directions, some suggest a historical setting for the psalm, and others indicate the authorship or the source from which it was taken. (The names Alamoth (46), Sheminith (6, 12), Neginoth (4), and Nehiloth (5), refer to the music; the first two probably indicating pitch, and the last two enjoining the particular instrumental accompaniments.) Several psalms, e.g. 9, 22, 45, etc., have some words prefixed which seem to indicate the tune of some well-known song to which the psalm was set. Prefixed to thirteen psalms are notes suggesting a suitable historical occasion for the psalm. All of them refer to the history of David, the majority being placed in the period of his flight from the jealousy of Saul. Many of them, however, are irreconcilable with the words of the psalms themselves, and are therefore unreliable as sources of information. At the same time, they often provide apt historical illustrations of thoughts and principles dwelt upon by the psalmists.

Many of the titles give hints of authorship or source. Seventy-three psalms are headed 'Le David,' which is translated 'Of David' in our versions. It is more correct to translate the preposition 'Belonging to'; and while many of the psalms bearing this title may be the productions of the shepherd king, all that is indicated by the title 'of David' is that the psalm to which it is prefixed was taken from an early collection called the Psalms of David or the Prayers of David (Psalms 72:20). Similarly other psalms are distinguished as 'belonging to Asaph,' 'belonging to the Sons of Korah,' 'belonging to the Chief Musician,' these names being those of collections of sacred pieces which had been made at different times. The same preposition being used in all the cases, it is evident that it must be interpreted in the same sense of David and Asaph as of the Chief Musician and the Sons of Korah; and if in the latter cases it does not refer to authorship in the strict sense of the word, it can scarcely do so in the former. The view is now generally accepted that the titles for the most part refer to collections which had come to be known by certain familiar names, without its being implied that every psalm in a collection was written by the person whose name it bears. In the case of David, it is easy to understand how his honoured name came to be given to all the psalms in a particular collection, though he only wrote some of them. The 72nd Psalm is entitled 'of Solomon,' yet it is included among those that are styled 'prayers of David, the son of Jesse.' It was a rule among the Jews that a psalm without an author's name attached to it was to be ascribed to the author of the one immediately preceding. This shows how the name 'David' came to be given to the whole Psalter, as in Hebrews 4:7.

6. Date and Authorship. What then may we infer as to the date and authorship of the several psalms? The belief that David wrote all the psalms to which his name is attached cannot now be maintained. Modern scholars differ widely in their estimate of the number of psalms which may safely be ascribed to him, some including over forty in the list, while others allow no more than three, and one or two admit none at all. While, however, it cannot be demonstrated that David wrote any of the psalms, the probability is that he wrote a number. The 18th Psalm is given at length in 2 Samuel 22 as well as in the Psalter, and in both cases a note is prefixed, setting forth that the psalm was written by David to celebrate his deliverance from his enemies, and especially from Saul. If we might build upon this statement it would give us firm ground on which to rest arguments concerning David's style and-mode of composition. Considerable weight, too, is due to tradition, which is too strong and too persistent to be lightly set aside. The very fact that so many psalms were handed down to the compilers of the Psalter under David's name, is a very strong argument in favour of his authorship of a considerable number. It may be, indeed, that many psalms composed by him were modified and altered in some respects by later editors, in order to fit them for use in public worship and apply them to the circumstances of a later age; but tradition gives strong ground for believing that the 'sweet singer of Israel' was the author of songs of praise which are included in our book of Psalms. Critics of the moderate school ascribe to David Psalms 3, 4, 7, 8, 15, 18, 23, 24, 32, as well as Psalms 19:1-6, with perhaps 101 and 110, and some others. It is possible, however, that most of those in the first book are Davidic in their original form. It is difficult on any other supposition to account for the facts that the eariiest collection was called by his name, and that so many psalms were ascribed to him.

It is as impossible to fix the dates at which the various psalms were composed, as to settle the questions of authorship. Incidental allusions to place or circumstance will sometimes show the date earlier than which a particular psalm cannot have been written. References to the Temple (Psalms 5:7; Psalms 27:4; Psalms 28:2; Psalms 65:4 etc.) imply the existence of that centre of national worship; and the mention of 'the hill of God' (Psalms 15:1; Psalms 24:3, etc.) seems to indicate that the worship on Zion had been established for some time. It is evident again that some psalms must be dated as late as the exile (e.g. 137), and that others (e.g. 126) are post-exilic. Some scholars hold that many of the psalms must be dated as late as the Maccabean age. But while it is possible that some psalms belong to that period (e.g. 44, 74, 79, 83), it is not likely that the number is very great.

Readers may be reminded that the spiritual benefit of these inspired lyrics is not lessened by their detachment from a particular name and occasion. The Psalms should be studied in the bight of eternal truth, and the local significance should be lost in the universal. Preeminently among the books of the OT: they are intended not for one age but for all time.

7. The Compilation of the Psalter. The book of Psalms, as we know it, was not made—it grew. A long history, partly obscure, partly traceable, and directed throughout by the guidance of the Divine Spirit, lies behind the final collection of these hundred and fifty sacred lyrics into one Psalter, for the use of Israel and the spiritual benefit of the world. The RV follows a very ancient Jewish tradition in dividing the whole into five books—Psalms 1-41, 42-72, 73-89, 90-106, 107-150. This division is supposed to have been made in imitation of the five books of the Pentateuch. Each book closes with a doxology. But this arrangement of the Psalms, though dating from the 2nd cent. b.c., does not represent the earliest grouping. Closer examination shows that smaller collections existed in earlier times, and that these were gradually brought together and re-arranged on principles which we can only partially and with difficulty trace out. The note which closes the second book (Psalms 72:20) shows that the psalms included in this collection were in some sense 'of David,' and that the writer of the note knew of no other Davidic psalms. We observe also that the same psalm occurs more than once in slightly differing forms: cp. Psalms 14 with 53, Psalms 40:13-17 with 70, and 108 with Psalms 57:7-11 and Psalms 60:5-12. It will be seen that one feature of difference, in verses which are almost identical otherwise, is that different names of God are used. The sacred name Jehovah, the covenant name of Israel's God, is used in Book 1,272 times, while Elohim, a more general name for the Deity, occurs only 15 times. In Book 2 the proportion is reversed; in it Jehovah is found only 30 times, while Elohim is employed 164 times: This cannot have happened by chance, and the names Jehovistic and Elohistic have been given to indicate the prevalence of the two names respectively. The reason of this peculiarity is not perfectly clear. It is probably due to different editions, and perhaps shows that the respective names were prevalent at different periods.

The Psalter seems to have been formed very much as modern hymn-books are formed. The earliest collection would be the Davidic, of which a large part is preserved in Book 1 later collections would be those of Asaph and the sons of Korah. The psalms described in their titles as Mizmor (AV 'A Psalm') may have formed a collection by themselves selected from the earlier Psalters with additions. Later still would come the collection made by the Chief Musician, probably for the Temple worship after the exile; this again being selected from the earlier collections. Perhaps about the same time the Elohistic collection was made; that it was formed from earlier sources is shown by the fact that Psalms 53=Psalms 14, and Psalms 70= Psalms 40:13-17; Jehovah, in the earlier version, being changed into Elohim in the later. Prof. Briggs thinks that the Psalter of the Chief Musician was formed in Palestine in the middle Greek period (3rd cent. b.c.), and that the Elohistic collection (partly preserved in Books 2 and 3) was made about the same time in Babylonia. Other groups of psalms of late date are the Songs of Ascents (Psalms 120-134), a title which probably refers either to the 'going up' from Babylon to Jerusalem after the exile, or to the annual pilgrimage to the Temple to celebrate the feasts; and the Hallelujah Psalms , 104-107, 111-117, 135-136, 146-150. The editor of our Psalter, taking the principal collections as his basis, and adding to them such other psalms as were suitable for the Temple service of praise, formed them into a complete Book of Praises probably in the Maccabean age—the 2nd cent. b.c.

It is sometimes argued that the Psalms express not personal but national feelings and aspirations; that the 'I' of the Psalms represents not the writer but the Jewish nation. But while this may be the case in some psalms (e.g. 44, 76), especially those written in later times, it can scarcely be so in the great majority. These certainly express the desires and hopes of the faithful community, but it is because they first expressed the desires and hopes of individuals. They are natural and spontaneous, especially the Davidic Psalms. It is only later that the composition becomes more artificial, as in the case of the acrostic or alphabetical Psalms (e.g. 119, 145).

Allowing, then, for the measure of uncertainty surrounding the date and authorship of the Psalms, we may summarise the following conclusions: (1) The earliest date admissible for the composition of any psalm is the time of David, and in all probability some now extant may be ascribed to that king. (2) Additions to Hebrew psalmody were made during the period of the monarchy, several specimens of which are to be found in the Psalter: see Psalms 2, 20, 21, 46, 48, etc. (3) A considerable part of the book of Psalms dates from the period immediately after the captivity, and about that time the process of collecting and arranging the Psalms was probably begun. (4) This process continued till the early part of the 2nd cent. b.c., when the Canon of the OT. was virtually complete.

8. Religious Ideas. The Psalms are the outpouring of the spirit of devotion to God. It is to God that the Psalmist's thoughts and hopes are directed, to whom he looks for deliverance, or whom he blesses for personal or national mercies. The Psalms are full of expressions of trust in God at all times, and they contain glowing testimonies to the perfection of God, to His love, His power, His faithfulness, His righteousness. They are specially valuable to us as a mirror and mould of devotion. They show us the human heart laid before God in all its moods and emotions;in penitence, in desire for holiness, in doubt and perplexity, in danger, in desolation, or, again, in deliverance and triumph. The reader will always find something in the Psalms in sympathy with his own spiritual state. They are 'as comprehensive as the human soul and varied as human life.. they treat not life after the fashion of an age or people, but life in its rudiments.' A problem frequently touched upon in the Psalms is the difficulty of reconciling the sufferings of the righteous and the prosperity of the wicked with God's moral government of the world: cp. Intro, to Job. This problem is handled at length in Psalms 37, 73. In the former psalm the solution reached is the somewhat superficial one that the success of the wicked is but temporary, and that the righteous will soon come to his own. In the latter the writer goes deeper. His faith had been severely tried by his experiences, but when he cast his burden on the Lord, as he worshipped in the sanctuary, he received new light in his darkness, and was enabled to leave the issues of the future with God. The one unfailing truth which comforted the Psalmists was 'The Lord reigneth.' Evil may endure for a time, and the wicked may oppress the just, but 'He that sitteth in the heavens will laugh' at them, and wait His opportunity to deliver His servants. There is nothing more noticeable in the Psalms than this triumphant faith in God's overruling power—a faith which neither personal nor national misfortune was able to destroy.

This is one aspect of the Psalmists' doctrine of God: another aspect of it is found in the divine relation to nature. Everything in nature speaks of God's power and glory. 'The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth His handiwork.' The Hebrew poets have no pleasure in nature for her own sake; they value her only as she speaks of the invisible presence of God. If they regard the earth, they view it as the footstool of the Lord; if they see the clouds gathering, they speak of them as the curtains for Jehovah's pavilion; if they listen to the thunder rolling, they hear in it 'the voice of the Lord upon the waters'; if they watch the lightning flashing, they think of it as 'the arrows of the most High.' It is, however, the transcendence rather than the immanence of God that is the thought of the Psalmists' minds: while He uses nature to make known His presence and power, He is high above it (cp. Psalms 18, 19, 29, 93).

Another point that may be noticed is the attitude of the Psalmists to ritual and sacrifice. There are frequent references in the Psalms to the Temple worship and sacrifices. The Psalmists declare their intention of offering burnt offerings and paying their vows in the presence of all the people (e.g. Psalms 66:13-15; Psalms 116:14, Psalms 116:17;). The spiritual aspect of tie ritual is, however, the most prominent in the Psalmists' thoughts. They know that offerings are insufficient of themselves, and that they are only valuable in so far as they typify the 'living sacrifice' of self, which every true worshipper must offer. Indeed, if that sacrifice be offered, the material offering is unnecessary (cp. Psalms 40:6-8; Psalms 50:7-15). In Psalms 51 the writer at one moment declares that sacrifice and burnt offering are not desired by God; 'the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit' (Psalms 51:16-17); and immediately afterwards declares that only when the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt can sacrifice be acceptable to Jehovah (Psalms 51:18-19). It is probable that the latter vv. are a later liturgical addition; but, even so, the whole psalm was used without any sense of incongruity.

Another feature of the Psalms is their intense patriotism. Patriotism and religion were inseparably associated by the Hebrews. That God was good to Israel was the first article of their creed. The historical Psalms developed this idea, and illustrate it from the national history (e.g. Psalms 104, 105, 106). His blessings were destined to teach them His ways, and make His mighty power known to them (Psalms 106:8). Even His punishment was for their good, to renew them to repentance and bring them to realise the greatness of their privilege (Psalms 106:43-44, etc.). The purpose of God in choosing Israel was that they might extend His Kingdom. Sometimes, indeed, 'the heathen' or 'the nations' are regarded as God's enemies (Psalms 2:1, etc.); but at other times they are looked upon as the witnesses of the Psalmists' praise (Psalms 57:9), and even as God's people (Psalms 47:9). God's mercy is given to Israel that they make His way known upon the earth, and His saving health among all nations (Psalms 67:1, Psalms 67:7). But, above all, Israel is His peculiar people (Psalms 73:1); their enemies are His enemies; misfortunes to them are hindrances to His cause; their success is His triumph.

In this lies the explanation of two features of this book which call for comment—the self-righteousness of the Psalmists, and their vindictive resentment against their enemies. Let us remember at the outset the distinction between the OT. and NT. standards in this matter. We must not expect to find in the OT. the humility arising from the deep sense of sin, or the meek, forgiving spirit, inculcated by the Lord Jesus Christ. To judge the Psalmists by these standards is unfair, and the attempt to explain away the plain meaning of their words, in order to palliate a moral fault, is unsound exegesis. None the less it is possible, within limits, to defend the position taken up in what are called the imprecatory Psalms (e.g. 58, 68, 69, 109) without doing violence to sound ethical standards. The Psalmist claimed to be 'holy' and 'perfect,' without implying all that we mean by those lofty words. He meant that he was striving to be upright, a man of integrity, mindful of the claims of God upon him according to the law, and to the best of his ability endeavouring to be faithful to duty. He was placed, however, in the midst of men animated by entirely different motives; some of them openly and violently opposed to the God of Israel and His worship, others nominally acknowledging Him, but in reality idolaters, or disloyal to Jehovah. The contrast between the faithful and the unfaithful was sharp and strong; the former were always in a minority, they usually suffered cruel persecution, and were often in extremest peril. Under these circumstances it is easy to understand that the Psalmist felt entitled to identify himself with the cause of righteousness. He pleads for his own personal triumph, and the utter overthrow of his enemies, with a passionate earnestness, which is only warrantable in the light of the words, 'Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate Thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against Thee? I hate them with perfect hatred, I count them mine enemies.' Not to hate the enemies of Jehovah is to be a traitor to His holy covenant.

The distinction familiar to us between hating the sin and being angry with the sinner, and the possibility of loving the offender with a desire to save him, were not present to the mind of the Psalmist. Evil and evil-doer were for him identical, and in this respect he stands upon a lower ethical plane than the Christian. Further, the forms of imprecation common in the Psalms belong to an earlier, a sterner, and more violent age than ours. Such horrible curses as are invoked in Psalms 109:6-15 aref rightly, shocking in our ears. But this moral inferiority of the earlier dispensation once granted, no true Christian can afford in a Pharisaical spirit to look down upon these faithful men to whom the light of the gospel had not been granted. Rather should we ask ourselves what is to be learned from denunciations in which Christians are forbidden to indulge. Personal resentment is always unlawful to the man who takes the Sermon on the Mount as his guide; but there is a stern hatred of evil manifest in the Psalms which is only too rare in later and more indulgent days. The Puritan strain in our national character is to some extent a reflexion of the spirit of whole-hearted and indignant righteousness which breathes in the denunciatory Psalms; and, despite the hardness and narrowness too often associated with it, that spirit has proved of the utmost value in its uncompromising protest against prevalent evils in social and national life.

Another fact must be borne in mind, if we would fully understand the reasons for the strong denunciatory element found in the Psalms. To the Jew no clear revelation had been granted of a future life his horizon was, for the most part, limited by the present. The true Israelite did, in a sense, look to the future. He hoped for a numerous posterity as a mark of God's favour, he anticipated a better state of things for his nation and the world in the coming of the Messiah, and he certainly did not regard death as virtual annihilation. But he had no clear hope of immortality, no vision of a heaven as a state of future blessedness; neither the law nor the prophets warranted any such outlook beyond the grave. It followed that the cause of truth and right must be vindicated here and now, or it oould not, properly speaking, be vindicated at all. This at least was the attitude for the most part taken up by the orthodox Jew, and there was much to be said in its favour. It is easy for religious men of today, living in a land of freedom and amidst all the blessings of peace, and taught to expect a Day of Judgment in the future, when all earth's wrongs shall be completely redressed, to possess their souls in patience, and wait for the coming of the Day of God and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. But the problems of life pressed much more grievously upon the saint of old time, crushed by brute force, oppressed under a cruel and relentless Oriental despotism, with no earthly hope of redress, and no clear prospect of a better life to come. No wonder if such men prayed with a certain fierce indignation of soul, 'Up, Lord, and let not man have the upper hand; let the heathen be judged in thy sight, that the nations may know themselves to be but men.' But, it will be asked, had the Jew then no hope of immortality for himself, and is not the 16th Psalm a prophecy of the resurrection of Christ, as it is more than once declared to be in the NT.? The subject thus opened up cannot be adequately dealt with in a few sentences, and scholars have differed in their judgment upon it. The view taken by the present writer may be thus briefly expressed. No explicit revelation of a future life was given to the Jew, and no definite expectation of a future state of rewards and punishments entered into his ordinary view of life. But the truly devout Israelite possessed so clear and strong a sense of religion, so firm a hold by faith upon the living God, that he was enabled sometimes to transcend the conditions of his ordinary religious creed and reach a state of joyful personal confidence of a very lofty kind. These moments of insight and foresight were, however, comparatively few; the glimpses thus gained were transient, they belonged to the individual only, and could not furnish a basis for definite dogmatic teaching. Thus Job believed that his Redeemer would at the last appear and vindicate his cause upon the earth, though he had no light upon the time and manner of such manifestation, and the confidence expressed in Job 19:25-27 is the expression of an exalted mood which subsequent chapters prove not to have been permanent.

Similarly it will be found that some passages in the Psalms, such as Psalms 6:5; Psalms 30:9; Psalms 88:10-12 are full of gloomy foreboding concerning the future state. They describe it as a condition of helplessness and forgetfulness, which hardly deserves the name of life at all. There are other passages, however, of which Psalms 16:9-11; Psalms 17:15; Psalms 49:15; Psalms 73:24-25 are examples, in which the Psalmist's assurance of the care and favour of God is such that he appears to triumph not only over the dangers and vicissitudes of the present life, but over the fear of death itself. It is quite true that these hopes are not very clearly expressed, and that some commentators have questioned whether they contain an assured belief in immortality. But St. Peter's quotation from the 16th Psalm on the day of Pentecost shows that the words suggested a hope of immortality which was fully realised in the Resurrection of Christ. We may well find in the 16th and 73rd Psalms another illustration of the argument which the Lord Jesus Christ drew from the phrase 'The God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob.' He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; and the Psalmists, who had God for their portion in this life, entertained a trust and confidence in God which at intervals blossomed into incipient hope that He who was not ashamed to be called their God would preserve them in life, in death and for ever.

The Messianic hope has been spoken of, and certain Psalms—2, 8, 16, 22, 45, 72, 110, and others—have been specifically styled Messianic Psalms. But here a distinction must be made. The word Messianic may be used either in the narrower sense of prophecies which contain a distinct reference to a personal Deliverer called the Messiah, or in a wider sense of predictions of great and glorious blessings to be enjoyed by the nation in a brighter and better age to come. Often without any reference to a personal Messiah, prophets and psalmists are found confidently anticipating a Day of God, when He shall appear in righteous judgment and shall manifest His glory among men. A little group of Psalms, of which 96-98 form the nucleus, may be described as Messianic, because they anticipate a theophany, a manifestation of God in the earth. They contemplate a period when in some sense God shall 'come and not keep silence,' when 'He cometh to judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.' The mode in which this is to be carried out is left indefinite, but the hope is invincible and inextinguishable. In the 2nd and 72nd Paalms a righteous earthly ruler of the house and dynasty of David is celebrated; in Psalms 110 the advent of a Priest-King is heralded, and the author of the Psalm looks to the Anointed One who is to rule in Zion, not as his son, but as his Lord. It would be a mistake, however, to restrict the conception of the Messianic hope to passages in which a personal Messiah is foretold. The 22nd Psalm, for example, is in its earlier portion clearly descriptive of the sufferings of the persecuted but faithful servant of God, and its language is frequently quoted in NT. in reference to Christ. But it contains no reference to the personal triumph of the sufferer, whilst the latter part of the Psalm points unquestionably to a great victory over unrighteousness, which is to be gained after and by means of his patient fidelity. The promise is here repeated which elsewhere is given in noble and more explicit words, 'He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.' The subject of the relation of the Psalms to Christ, and the fulfilment in the New Testament of hints and prophecies contained in the Old, is too large to be entered on here. It may suffice, however, to say that one simple key will open many otherwise difficult locks. Christ claimed in Luke 24:44 that many things were written 'in the psalms' concerning Him. St. Peter, in Acts 2, shows how this saying is to be understood. Words, which were true only in a secondary and imperfect sense of David as the writer of the 16th Psalm, received their complete and perfect illustration in the resurrection from the dead of David's greater Son. The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. The writers of the Psalms, like their brethren who are specifically called prophets, were inspired to write words true, indeed, of themselves and their contemporaries, but perfectly fulfilled only in Him of whom Moses in the Law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, Son of Man and Son of God, the hope of the Psalmists and the Saviour of the world.

The Prayer-Book version of the Psalms was taken in 1549 from the English version of the Bible called the 'great Bible,' which was issued in 1540, and set up to be read in churches. In 1661, when the Prayer Book was revised, other portions of Scripture in the Prayer Book were changed for the AV of 1611. But the Psalter was not altered. People were accustomed to its wording, and it was thought to be more suitable for singing.

01 Psalm 1 

Verses 1-6
This Ps. forms an appropriate introduction to the whole Psalter. In some Hebrew MSS it is not numbered with the Psalms, but stands before them as a prologue, and in others it is combined with Psalms 2. It is one of the 'orphan' psalms, and the want of a title indicates that it did not originally belong to the Davidic collection, 3-41. The subject of the Ps. is the blessedness of the righteous man who studies the Law of Jehovah, as contrasted with the unhappy end of the ungodly. It consists of two strophes, Psalms 1:1-3 and Psalms 1:4-6, the former describing the character and destiny of the righteous, and the latter the character and destiny of the wicked.

1. Blessed] EM 'happy.' The first of the Old Testament beatitudes. Walketh not] There seems a gradual progression intended in the three clauses of the v.: walk, stand, sit, and wicked, sinner, scoffer. 

2. Law] the whole revelation of God's will as made known in the sacred writings, especially the Pentateuch.

Doth.. meditate] lit. 'crooneth over,' repeats again and again in a low tone.

3. And he shall be] better, 'for he becomes,' i.e. in consequence of his constant study of God's law. Like a tree, etc.] cp. Jeremiah 17:7-8, where the illustration is more fully developed, and the character of the wicked is similarly illustrated (Psalms 17:5-6); and Ezekiel 47:12. And whatsoever, etc.] The illustration is dropped at this stage, and the words apply to the righteous man. Shall prosper] the simple faith of the pious Israelite, which no adversity was able wholly to overcome: cp. Psalms 112 and see Psalms 37, where the problem of the suffering of the righteous perplexes another Psalmist.

4. Chaff] A common OT. type of the wicked: cp Psalms 35:5. Threshing-floors were usually on high ground, where the wind would easily catch the chaff when it was beaten from the corn and drive it away (Isaiah 17:13). Driveth away] PBY adds, 'from the face of the earth,' following LXX and “Vulgate. 5. The judgment] every visitation of God's providence, or perhaps the final judgment. Congregation] the faithful people of Israel.

Verses 1-13

Book 1
The Pss. in this book are probably among the earliest in the Psalter, and include most of those generally regarded as Davidic. They seem to have existed separately as an early hymn-book, which, with some slight additions from the final editor, was used as the nucleus of the entire collection. They have two wellmarked characteristics: (1) the constant use of the name Jehovah (rendered the Lord), and the comparative absence of the name God (Heb. Elohim); the former occurring 272 times, the latter only 15 times: and (2) the description of them all, with the exception of Psalms 1, 2, 10, , 33, as 'of David' (Heb. Le David), a fact which has been taken to indicate their derivation from a still earlier collection which bore David's name. The first two Pss. seem to have been prefixed to the others when the present Psalter was formed. Historical notices are attached to some of them, connecting them with the life of David, but these are of doubtful importance. Most of the Pss. contained in the book are spontaneous and unaffected in their style, but a few of them are of artificial construction, Psalms 9, 10, 25, 34, , 37 being acrostics.

The contents are exceedingly varied, and the same Ps. sometimes expresses such diverse feelings as joy and sorrow, bitter disappointment and lofty aspiration. Usually, however, there is some great thought more or less prominent, which enables us to make the following rough classification of their subjects:—(a) the contrast between the righteous and the wicked, 1, 5, 10, 37; (b) the cry of the righteous in presence of trouble, 3, 4, 6, 7, 12, 13, 22, 31, 38, 39, 40; (c) the glory of God in nature, 8, 19, 29; (d) the law, 1, 19; (e) the king, 2, 18, 20, 21; (f) the future life, 16. In addition, there is a reference to sacrifice in Psalms 37, an allusion to the Temple services in Psalms 24, and a foreshadowing of the Messianic hope in Psalms 2, 20, 28, , 40. The following Pss. are either quoted from or distinctly referred to in NT.: 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 14, 16, 18, 22, 24, 32, 34, 40, 41. In several instances the NT. writer finds the fulfilment of the OT. passage in Christ. Thus Psalms 2, with its defence of Jehovah's righteous King, of whom He says, 'Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee,' is regarded as descriptive of Christ in Acts 13:33 and Hebrews 1:5; Hebrews 5:5 and Psalms 22, with its pathetic presentment of the suffering Servant of Jehovah, is reported to have been actually quoted by Christ upon the cross (Matthew 27:44; Mark 15:34), and Psalms 22:18 is asserted in John 19:24 to have been literally fulfilled in one of the incidents of His crucifixion.

The moral teaching of this first book of Psalms is simple and emphatic. It rests upon an unswerving belief in the will and power of God to uphold the moral values of life, and mete out punishments and rewards according to personal desert. In whatever circumstances they may be placed, the writers never lose hold of their conviction of the ultimate prosperity of the righteous and destruction of the wicked. Appearances may seem to contradict their faith, but they cling to it all the more strenuously, and insist that in the long run the balance will be redressed. The ideal' character portrayed by them is that of the good man, defamed, wronged, and oppressed by irreligious foes, but holding fast his faith in God, and trusting confidently that, in His own good time, He will deliver him. Sometimes there is a note of joy and thankfulness at the accomplishment of the deliverance; and this leads on to the anticipation of a time when, throughout the whole world, the justice of God will be manifested, and His power felt.

02 Psalm 2 

Verses 1-12
The historical situation of this Ps. cannot now be recovered. It may refer to some threatened rebellion of subject kings in the early days of Solomon, or to some similar movement under one of the later kings; but it is impossible to give it any precise date. This, however, is of the less importance, as the leading feature of the Ps. is its application to the Messianic King—the ideal ruler of Israel. Some writers deny that it had any historical setting, and hold that it refers exclusively to the ideal King, the viceroy of Jehovah. As one of the Messianic Pss. it is appropriately used on Easter Day. It is divided into four strophes or verses, and is a dramatic poem, different speakers being introduced. The divisions are, Psalms 2:1-3, Psalms 2:4-6, Psalms 2:7-9, Psalms 2:10-12. In the first two strophes the Psalmist is the speaker; in the last two the King. (1-3) The poet views the nations plotting against Jehovah and His representative, the Messianic King (4-6) but remembering the power and majesty of God, he sees a speedy end to their devices. (7-9) Then the King is introduced relating Jehovah's decree and promise of sovereignty over all nations, and (10-12) bidding the rebellious kinglets therefore be warned in time and repent.

1. The heathen] RY 'the nations,' i.e. the Gentile or non-Jewish peoples. Rage] better, 'plot together.'

2. Against the lord] In rebelling against Jehovah's anointed King they were rebelling against Jehovah Himself.

3. Bands] The words of the kings are of course metaphorical; they were seeking to cast off what was to them a foreign yoke.

4. The contrast between Jehovah in His majesty and the puny plotters is dramatically introduced. 

5. Then] i.e. when the plot ripens into action. 

6. Yet] lit. 'and.' Upon my holy hill of Zion] Zion is the eastern hill of ancient. Jerusalem on which the 'city of David' with its stronghold was built; it is used poetically for Jerusalem the holy city: cp. Isaiah 64:10.

7. The Messianic King now speaks, quoting the promise given to David, the father of the dynasty, through Nathan the prophet: see 2 Samuel 7:4-17. Thou art my Son; this day, etc.] on the day of his anointing, when he was set apart to his high office. But some refer it to the day of his birth. In any case the king was adopted as the son of God, reigning in His name over His people (cp. Acts 13:33; Hebrews 1:6; Hebrews 5:5). 

9. A rod of iron] because they are rebels who can only be restrained by repressive methods.

10. Be wise] The obvious lesson from the truths stated in the preceding w.

12. Kiss the Son] This is a difficult passage. The translation of the AV is only got by assuming that the Psalmist has chosen the Aramaic word for 'Son' instead of the Hebrew. LXX renders, 'Lay hold of instruction,' which is in harmony with the general drift of the passage, and is supported by the Targum. Others translate 'Kiss' (i.e. worship or serve) 'with sincerity.' The doubt does not affect the teaching of the Ps. as a whole. From the way] RV 'in the way.' When his wrath, etc.] better, 'For soon His wrath will burn.' Blessed are all they, etc.] This is either a pious reflexion of the Psalmist at the end of the words put into the mouth of the King; or, as Prof. Briggs holds, a liturgical addition suitable when the Ps. was used in worship.

03 Psalm 3 

Verses 1-8
This is the first of the 'Davidic' Psalms. It is a morning prayer as Psalms 3:6 suggests. The heading of the Ps. provides a historical setting for it in the revolt of Absalom, and it is the only Ps. specifically dated at that time. There are many features in that revolt (2 Samuel 16-18) which suit the circumstances to which the Psalmist refers. He speaks of the increasing number of his enemies (cp. 2 Samuel 17:11), of the contempt in which many held him (cp. 2 Samuel 16:7-10), of the danger in which he lay (cp. 2 Samuel 17:2), and of his preservation by Jehovah (cp. 2 Samuel 17:14). The Ps. contains the Psalmist's description of his foes (1, 2); his inward assurance of God's help (3, 4); his statement of his present experience (5, 6); and his prayer for complete deliverance and national blessing (7, 8).

1. Increased] cp. 2 Samuel 15:12, 2 Samuel 15:13. 

2. Of my soul] i.e. of myself. 

3. A shield] a natural metaphor in days when kings were warriors: cp. Psalms 18:2; Psalms 84:9, Psalms 84:11; Psalms 115:9, etc. 

4. Out of his holy hill] i.e. Zion, the seat of Jehovah's worship, where in a special sense He was present. The Psalmist was probably at a distance from Jerusalem. Selah] This word is found 71 times in the Psalter. It occurs in 40 Pss., as well as three times in Habakkuk 3, which is also a Ps. Its meaning and use are both uncertain. Possibly it is derived from a root, meaning to 'lift up.' LXX translates it 'interlude,' while the Jewish tradition renders it 'for ever.' (1) Some think that it is an instruction to the musicians to 'strike up' with an interlude during an interval of the singing. (2) Prof. Briggs suggests that the LXX and Jewish renderings are really two aspects of the same thing: the former ('interlude') denoting the point where the benediction might be sung and the Ps. concluded for that service; while the latter ('for ever') gives the last word of the benediction, which would indicate the same thing. (3) Taking another derivation (from sallem, 'supplement'), others conjecture that the note may indicate the point at which the MS has to be, or has been, supplemented from another MS. It is best, perhaps, just to regard it generally as a 'musical interlude.'

5. I laid me down, etc.] His very sleep, natural as it was, was a proof of God's care, for he might have slept the sleep of death.

Sustained] RV 'sustaineth,' suggesting continual oversight. 

7. Arise, O Lord] The ancient marching-song of the Hebrew host began with these words (Numbers 10:35). 

8. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord] A triumphant assertion of what the adversaries denied in Psalms 3:2. Thy blessing is] RV 'thy blessing be' upon the people as upon their leader. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

04 Psalm 4 

Verses 1-8
This is an evening hymn, and though no occasion is mentioned it may perhaps be referred, like Psalms 3 (its natural companion), to the time of Absalom's revolt, but to a somewhat later stage in the course of events, when the peril had largely passed away. It contains David's appeal to God (Psalms 4:1), his appeal to his enemies (Psalms 4:2-5), and his own resolve (Psalms 4:6-8).

Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; on stringed instruments (Neginoth).'

1. God of my righteousness] The God who is on the side of the Psalmist's righteous cause.

Enlarged me] RV 'set me at large.'

2. Sons of men] in contrast with God, who is addressed in v. 

1. How long will ye turn, etc.] RV 'how long shall my glory be turned,' etc. Leasing] RV 'falsehood.'

3. Butknow] introduces the truth which the Psalmist's enemies ignored. 

4. Stand in awe] LXX renders, 'Be ye angry,' and is followed by St. Paul in Ephesians 4:26. Be still] cease your striving after vanity. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

5. Sacrifices of righteousness] sacrifices accompanied by right conduct, offered in a right spirit, and so acceptable to God. Perhaps there may be a reference to the insincere sacrifices of 2 Samuel 15:12.

6. There be many] possibly in allusion to the discontented people whom Absalom sought to win by fair promises (2 Samuel 15:4). Lord, lift thou up] a striking transition from the vain quests of men to the one source of the chief good. The light of thy countenance] favour, such as earthly kings express by a smiling face: see Numbers 6:26; Psalms 80:3, Psalms 80:7, Psalms 80:19. 

7. More than in the time] RV 'more than they have when,' etc. 'They' seems to refer to the enemies of the writer. He in his hardships is happier than they in their plenty: the peace of God is better than the mirth of harvest. 

8. The note of evensong. Read, 'In peace will I both lay me down and sleep.' The whole night's rest is peaceful, because God, the only source of protection, is on the Psalmist's side.

05 Psalm 5 

Verses 1-12
This is a morning prayer before going to the sanctuary. The chief difficulty in ascribing it to David lies in the reference (Psalms 5:7) to 'thy holy temple.' The word means a 'palace,' and is not strictly applicable to the tent which David provided for the ark (2 Samuel 6:17). But it was used of the sanctuary at Shiloh. (1 Samuel 1:9), and may have been poetically transferred to David's humbler tent; or it may be figuratively employed to denote the heavenly temple. The Psalmist appeals to God for hearing (Psalms 5:1-3), contrasts the exclusion of the wicked from God's presence with his own access (Psalms 5:4-7), asks for guidance in the midst of his enemies (Psalms 5:8-9), and prays for their overthrow and for the triumph of the righteous (Psalms 5:10-12). This is one of the Pss. for Ash Wednesday.

Title.—Nehiloth] RM 'wind instruments.'

1. My meditation] the thoughtful desire of the heart which hardly finds expression in words. It is in contrast with the 'cry' of Psalms 5:2.

2. My King] If the writer is David he forgets his own royalty in the presence of the heavenly King. Will I pray] RV 'do I pray.'

3. In the morning] emphatic and twice repeated. Direct] RV 'order,' arrange, perhaps, as a sacrifice (Genesis 22:9; Leviticus 1:7-8). But see Job 23:4; Job 32:14; Job 33:5; Job 37:19. Look up] RV 'keep watch' for an answer.

4. Neither shall evil dwell] RM 'the evil man shall not sojourn.'

5. Foolish] RV 'arrogant.' Stand in thy sight] endure the holiness of thy presence. 

6. Leasing] RV 'lies.' Will abhor the bloody] RV 'abhorreth the bloodthirsty.'

7. The two features of access to God are (1) God's grace, and (2) the worshipper's reverence. Toward] The worshipper in the Temple court prostrated himself towards the sanctuary.

8. Straight] RV 'plain,' level, easy to walk in. 

9. The heart and the speech of the wicked are alike corrupt. See Romans 3:13, where this v. is quoted. The throat of the flatterer is compared to an open grave, ever clamouring for fresh victims—a very suggestive figure.

10. Destroy.. them] RV 'hold them guilty.'

Against thee] The Psalmist identifies God's cause with his own. 

11. Love thy name] thy revealed character. A name comes to be the equivalent of all that we know about the person who bears it: cp. 'Hallowed be Thy name.'

06 Psalm 6 

Verses 1-10
This is the first of the Penitential Psalms, the others being Psalms 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143. It is the prayer of a sufferer whose experience is like that of Job. He is prostrated by severe illness, and is even in danger of death, while the mockery of his enemies makes his trouble the harder to bear. He entreats earnestly that God may deliver him (Psalms 6:1-7), and rises to a sudden confidence that his prayer has been heard and that his enemies will be put to shame (Psalms 6:8-10).

Title.—On Neginoth upon Sheminith] RV 'on stringed instruments, set to the Sheminith (lower octave).'

1. Rebuke.. chasten] the two aspects of affliction—the one being for punishment and the other for discipline; the one proceeding from displeasure and the other from love.

2. Weak] RV 'withered away': see Psalms 102:11. My bones] the innermost framework of my body. Vexed] used here of physical pain, and in the next v. of mental anguish: cp. Psalms 2:5. 

3. My soul.. also] The bodily pain has produced distress of spirit. There is an echo of these words in John 12:27. O Lord, how long?] The broken sentence is more expressive than if it had been completed: see Psalms 90:13.

5. The grave] RV 'Sheol,' the shadowy abode of the dead. In the OT. time there was no clear expectation of immortality in the sense of a happy future life. 

6. All the night] RV 'every night.'

7. Mine eye is consumed] The sunken eye is a sure token of bodily anguish or mental distress.

10. Read, 'All mine enemies shall be ashamed.. they shall turn back, they shall be ashamed suddenly.'

07 Psalm 7 

Verses 1-17
This Ps. is an appeal to God as the righteous Judge against an ungrateful and vindictive enemy. Nothing is known of Cush the Benjamite, but the case of Shimei affords a parallel to the circumstances here referred to (2 Samuel 18:21). The absenee of any Scripture mention of Cush makes it all the more probable that the title of this Ps. is genuine, and not invented. The Psalmist asserts his own innocence (Psalms 7:1-6), calls on God, the righteous Judge of all the earth, to exercise His power against evil-doers (Psalms 7:7-13), and describes how the malice of the wicked works its own defeat (Psalms 7:14-17).

Title.—Shiggaion] perhaps, 'a wandering (i.e. changeful) melody.'

3. If I have done this] with which Cush charged him. See further in Psalms 7:4. 

4. The second clause may be read without the parenthesis, 'or despoiled him that without cause was mine adversary.'

5. Take] RV 'overtake.' Mine honour] RV 'my glory,' an equivalent for 'soul' and 'life' in the previous parallel clauses. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

6. Awake for me] a daring figure, as if God's delay had been due to sleep. To the judgment that, etc.] RV 'thou hast commanded judgment,' i.e. exercised the justice of which Thou art the source.

7. So shall, etc.] RV 'and let,' etc. People] RV 'peoples.' So in Psalms 7:8. An assize of all the nations is pictured. For their sakes, etc.] RV 'over them return thou on high,' or 'sit thou above them,' i.e. in judgment. 

8. Shall judge] RV 'ministereth judgment to.'

9. Just] RV 'righteous,' the same epithet which is applied to God. The hearts and reins] the whole inner life. The reins are the kidneys, and are spoken of like the heart, the bowels, and the internal organs generally, as the seat of thought and feeling.

11. Read, 'God is a righteous judge, yea, a God that hath indignation everyday.'

12. Read, 'If a man turn not He (God) will whet,' etc.

13. He ordaineth, etc.] RV 'He maketh his arrows fiery shafts'The sense is parallel with the last clause of Psalms 7:12.

14. There is a transition at this point from God to the wicked man. 

15. He made] RV 'he hath made.' The evil he planned for others comes on himself. 

16. another figure for the same thing. Mischief is like a stone thrown up, which falls back upon the thrower's head. Pate] Old English for 'head.'

17. All that has been said illustrates the righteousness of the Lord, which is accordingly the ground of this concluding ascription of praise.

08 Psalm 8 

Verses 1-9
This Ps. is a poem of wondering praise, called forth by the thought of the supremacy and honour that God has given to man, who in himself holds such an insignificant place in the universe. The glory of the heavens and the variety of the works of nature combine to emphasise the marvel of this choice. The Ps. is based upon the story of creation (Genesis 1:26-28), and sets forth the ideal dignity of man. Psalms 8:6 is applied in 1 Corinthians 15:27; Ephesians 1:22 to the exaltation of Christ, in whom alone the ideal is realised. In Hebrews 2:6-8 the same thought is expressed in another way, man's failure to attain to full dominion being contrasted with the supremacy Christ has won. The Ps. is used on Ascension Day.

Title.—Upon Gittith] RV 'set to the Gittith' (perhaps an instrument, or tune, of Gath).

1. O Lord our Lord] lit. 'Jehovah, our Lord.' So in Psalms 8:9. Thy name] see on Psalms 5:11.

Above] RV 'upon.' The glory of God is stamped or impressed on the visible universe.

2. Babes and sucklings] a figure for men in their weakness and ignorance. The words are quoted by our Lord in a more literal sense (Matthew 21:16). Ordained strength] RV 'established strength,' laid a foundation for Thy great work. LXX has 'perfected praise,' and our Lord follows this version in the quotation just mentioned. Because of thine enemies, etc.] God's use of feeble instruments to display His glory puts His adversaries to silence: see 1 Corinthians 1:27-29.

3. The work of thy fingers] The wisdom and skill of the Creator are thus poetically expressed. The moon and the stars] It is the glory of the sky by night which is before the writer's mind. The discoveries of astronomy only make the conceptions of the Ps. more impressive. 

4. What is man] The word rendered 'man' means 'frail man'—humanity in all its weakness and limitation. The son of man] the human race. The expression is a simple variant, and is exactly equivalent to 'man' in the former clause. Visitest] with loving care and remembrance.

5. A little lower than the angels] RV 'but 'a little lower than God.' 'A little less than divine' would represent the meaning. Man, the only creature made in God's image, stands nearest to Him in the ranks of the universe. Philosophy and science are at one with Scripture in placing man at the top of the scale of creation. 

6. All things under his feet] A reference to Genesis 1:26-28 : applied to Christ, 1 Corinthians 15:27; Hebrews 2:6-8.

09 Psalm 9 

Verses 1-20
Psalms 9, 10 are combined in LXX, and there is certainly a real, though obscure, relationship between them. The two together form one 'acrostic,' the vv. beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet, though in both Pss. there is a gap in the arrangement. The subject matter of the two Pss., however, does not suggest that we have in tbem the two halves of what was originally a single Ps. Psalms 9 is distinctly national and Psalms 10 as distinctly personal, and though both may be by the same author, the problem of their connexion must be left unsolved.

Psalms 9 is the song of a king who has gained a victory over a foreign enemy, and finds in this a proof of God's righteous rule over the whole earth—a rule which he prays may be yet more fully displayed. Only in Psalms 9:13-14 is the note of personal affliction and need to be heard.

Title.—Upon Muth-labben] 'Muth-labben' means 'Death to the son,' and probably indicates some well-known song, to the tune of which the Ps. was directed to be sung.

3. They shall fall] RV 'they stumble.'

4. Judging right] RV 'judging righteously.'

5. Heathen] RV 'nations.' So in Psalms 9:15, Psalms 9:19. 

6. RV 'The enemy are come to an end, they are desolate for ever: and the cities which thou hast overthrown, their very memorial is perished.' The words are still part of the prayer to Jehovah. Faith in God demands complete deliverance. 

7. Shall endure] RV 'sitteth as king.' The eternal rule of God contrasted with the passing powers of earth.

8. People] RV 'peoples.'

10. Thy name] see on Psalms 5:11.

11. Which dwelleth in Zion] Jerusalem, and especially the hill of Zion, was regarded as the earthly throne of God, after David had placed the ark there: see Psalms 76:2; Psalms 132:13. 

12. RV 'For he that maketh inquisition for blood remembereth them.' God is represented as the avenger of blood (Genesis 9:5). Humble] RV 'poor' or meek. One of a group of words which in OT. have at first an outward and then a more spiritual sense, the chief sufferers from want and oppression being often God's true people.

13, 14. This personal cry of distress seems to break the connexion rather abruptly. Possibly we should read, 'The Lord has had mercy.. he has considered my trouble.' The gates of death] the extremity of affliction.

The gates of the daughter of Zion] 'The daughter of Zion' is a figure for Jerusalem: see Isaiah 1:8; Lamentations 2:2-5; Psalms 45:12; Psalms 137:8. The gates of an Eastern city were its most public and busy spots. The throng of life is thus contrasted with the solitude and dreariness of 'the gates of death' in Psalms 9:13.

16. RV 'The Lord hath made himself known, he hath executed judgment.' Higgaion] a musical term applied only here. It occurs in the text of Psalms 92:3, and probably means something like our forte. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 'Higgaion. Selah' together may mean fortissimo. 

17. Be turned into hell] RV 'return to Sheol,' the place of the dead, not regarded specially as a place of torment. 'Return' seems strictly to apply to the body, which goes back to the dust whence it was taken: cp. Genesis 3:19; Psalms 90:3; Psalms 104:29.

18. Needy] Another of the group of words referred to in the note on Psalms 9:12. Poor] The same word as in Psalms 9:12. 

19. Man] The word means 'frail man,' as in Psalms 8:4.

10 Psalm 10 

Verses 1-18
This Ps. has no title. Its relationship to Psalms 9 has been discussed in intro. to that Ps. It reflects a time of great social disorder, in which wickedness and violence are rampant, and the righteous are sorely oppressed. It falls roughly into two parts. The wrongs which call for redress are described (Psalms 10:1-11) and God's interposition is invoked (Psalms 10:12-18).

1. God seems to be ignorant of what is taking place, or indifferent to it. The Psalmist, however, does not really believe this, or he would not appeal to God at all. 

2b. RM 'They (the poor) are taken in the devices that they (the wicked) have imagined.'

3. And blesseth the covetous, etc.] RV 'And the covetous renounceth, yea, contemneth the Lord.'

4. Will not seek, etc.] RV 'saith, He (God) will not require it': see Psalms 10:13. God is not, etc.] RV 'all his thoughts are, There is no God.'

5. Always grievous] RV 'firm at all times.' He seems to prosper in all his plans. Puffeth] in scorn and contempt.

7. Fraud] RV 'oppression.' Vanity] RV 'iniquity.' Part of this v. is quoted in Romans 3:14 as a description of human depravity in general.

8. The brigand life here described has never been uncommon in Eastern lands, and the picture given is by no mearis metaphorical: see Proverbs 1:10-18. Poor] RV 'helpless,' RM 'hapless,' a word found only here and in Proverbs 1:10, Proverbs 1:14.

10. RM 'And being crushed he (the poor) boweth down, and the helpless fall by his strong ones' (by the wicked man's followers).

11. Cp. Psalms 10:1, Psalms 10:4. The blindness of God, which the Psalmist knows is only apparent, is what the wicked man really believes in.

14. Thou hast seen it] A direct contradiction of the wicked man's thought in Psalms 10:11.

15. Break.. the arm] destroy the power.

16. The faith of the Psalmist here asserts itself. The heathen] RV 'the nations.' The past extermination of the Canaanites, or some repulse of foreign invaders, is regarded as a pledge that God will remove the present troublers of society. 

18. The man of the earth] RV 'the man which is of the earth.' The word is again 'frail man.' Foreign enemies and evil-doers at home must alike be made to feel their impotence against God.

11 Psalm 11 

Verses 1-7
The Ps. is a song of confidence in God, and in the security of the righteous under His protection, notwithstanding the timid counsels of less trustful friends, and the evil devices of the wicked, who are doomed to destruction.

3. If the foundations be destroyed] if those in high places disregard the first principles of righteousness. This is an argument of unbelief and cowardice. It is suggested that wickedness may be so successful as to make resistance useless. 

4. God is the great Reality whom such pleadings leave out of account.

His holy temple] the heavenly sanctuary.

Try] test, as precious metals are tested.

5. Trieth] tries and approves. They stand the test.

6. Snares] Another reading is 'burning coals,' which fits the context better. Fire and brimstone] as in the destruction of Sodom: Genesis 19:24. An horrible tempest] RV 'burning wind,' like the simoom of the desert. Their cup] a common Scripture figure for 'their destiny'; men's experiences in life being like a draught which they have to drink.

7. RV 'The Lord is righteous: he loveth righteousness.' God's dealings with men reflect His own character. His countenance, etc.] RV 'the upright shall behold His face,' shall be admitted to His favour, as worthy subjects are admitted to the presence of a king: cp. Matthew 5:8.

12 Psalm 12 

Verses 1-8
The same subject may be traced here as in Psalms 9-11, viz. a time of persecution and oppression coupled with a conviction that God lives and will yet deliver.

Title as in Psalms 6.

2. Vanity] empty and false words. A double heart] a figure for treachery and deceit.

4. Our lips are our own] We have a right to say what we please, to gain our end.

5. Now will I arise] God's time for interposition always arrives sooner or later. The Psalmist pictures the proper moment as having come. From him that puffeth, etc.] RV 'at whom they puff.'

6. The words of the lord] His promises of help to the righteous. They are reliable, in contrast to the deceitful words of the wicked in Psalms 12:2. A furnace of earth] RV 'a furnace on the earth.' The meaning is perhaps, 'silver tried in a furnace (and flowing out) on the earth.'

7. This v. is the conclusion of the thought of the Ps., though Psalms 12:8 repeats the opening complaint.

13 Psalm 13 

Verses 1-6
The prominence which the Ps. gives to one enemy (Psalms 13:2) among the writer's numerous adversaries (Psalms 13:4), suggests the circumstances of David's persecution by Saul (1 Samuel 21-27). The Psalmist begins in agitation and despondency, and ends in tranquillity and faith.

1. PBV 'How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever?' A single question instead of the double one of AV. 'Forget for ever' means 'continue to forget.' The seemingly self-contradictory form of the question reflects the conflict of the writer's feelings, 'Hope despairs and yet despair hopes' (Luther). Note the four repetitions of 'how long' in Psalms 13:1, Psalms 13:2. 

2. Take counsel in my soul] be compelled to make vain plans for my own deliverance. 

3. Lighten mine eyes] give me new life and hope. 'Dying eyes are glazed: a sick man's are heavy and dull. Returning health brightens them': see 1 Samuel 14:27, 1 Samuel 14:29.

14 Psalm 14 

Verses 1-7
This Ps., like Psalms 12, gives a picture of a corrupt state of society in which God is ignored, and His people are oppressed. David's authorship is not absolutely disproved by Psalms 14:7, which some have regarded as a later addition, and where, in any case, 'bring back the captivity' may only mean 'restore the fortunes.' Though God is denied (Psalms 14:1), He really sees (Psalms 14:2), speaks (Psalms 14:3), and acts (Psalms 14:4). The Ps. reappears with some variations as Psalms 53. Psalms 14:1-3 are quoted in Romans 3:10-12.

1. The fool is a character who in Scripture is marked by wickedness as well as by what we call folly. His defect is moral as well as mental. In his heart] His denial is a practical one, and he really acts upon it, whatever he may say or think that he believes. There is no God] cp. Psalms 12:4; Psalms 11; Psalms 13.

2. The lord looked down] cp. Genesis 6:5; Genesis 11:5; Genesis 18:21, where similar figures describe God's perception of the wickedness of men in the primitive world.

3. Gone aside] from the true path.

4. God speaks in surprise at the folly of the wicked. Eat up my people as they eat bread] conduct at once rapacious and unconcerned.

Call not upon the lord] Such wickedness is naturally prayerless.

The Septuagint (LXX), Vulgate, and Syriac versions insert between Psalms 14:4 and Psalms 14:5 four verses which are retained in the PBV q.v. They were probably inserted first as a marginal note in some codices, being quoted from Romans 3:10-18 as an illustration of this passage, and so ultimately found their way into the text of some MSS.

5. There were they in great fear] a sudden mention of God's interference. Some historical event, like the destruction of Pharaoh's host, seems to be in the writer's mind. 

6. RM 'Ye put to shame the counsel (i.e. the righteous thoughts) of the poor, but the Lord is his refuge.' 'The poor' are the afflicted righteous: see Psalms 9:12.

7. Out of Zion] Zion is regarded as God's dwelling-place, from which He sends forth His help: see Psalms 3:4; Bringeth back the captivity] The phrase may have the general sense of 'restoring prosperity to,' and need not refer to the Babylonian exile: see Job 42:10. Jacob, like 'Israel,' is a name for the nation

15 Psalm 15 

Verses 1-5
In this Ps. we have a fine summary of the essentials of OT. piety. It sets forth the character and conduct required in the worshipper for acceptance with God. The occasion of its composition may have been the bringing of the ark to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:17). Cp. with the whole Ps. Isaiah 33:14, Isaiah 33:15. This is another of the Pss. for Ascension Day.

1. Abide] RV 'sojourn.' The worshipper is conceived as the guest of God. Tabernacle] lit. 'tent,' the kind of structure prepared by David for the ark. Thy holy hill] Mt. Zion, viewed as God's dwelling-place, and specially consecrated first by the presence of the ark, and afterwards by Solomon's Temple.

2. In his heart] Emphasis is laid on inward sincerity as well as on outward integrity.

3. Backbiteth] RV 'slandereth.' Taketh up a reproach] The phrase refers to receiving and repeating what is to another's discredit. 

4. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not] A truly upright man will keep his word even to his own disadvantage.

5. Usury] was forbidden by the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 25:36-37; Deuteronomy 23:19-20) as inconsistent with the kindly spirit of brotherhood among Israelites. Interest was allowed to be taken from foreigners. The absence of greed and exaction is what the Psalmist commends. Nor taketh reward against the innocent] Bribery has always been one of the greatest corruptions of society in the East. It was sternly forbidden in Israel (Exodus 23:7-8; Deuteronomy 27:25), and the worthy guest of Jehovah could not stoop to such a thing. Shall never be moved] an expressive way of summing up the strength and stability of a righteous life.
16 Psalm 16 

Verses 1-11
The Ps. is the confident and joyous prayer of one whose highest satisfaction is in God and in good men (Psalms 16:2-3), who renounces all the ways of idolatry (Psalms 16:4), and who finds in God not only ample wealth and happiness for the present (Psalms 16:5-7), but also a continuous prospect of the truest life (Psalms 16:8-11). The Ps. is quoted in Acts 2:25; Acts 13:35 as a prophecy of the Resurrection of Christ. While this is not its primary reference, and while the language does not necessarily involve all that is read into it in the NT., it is true that the thought of the Ps. suggests the hope of immortality, and that the Resurrection of Christ affords the most striking illustration of its meaning.

Title.—Michtam of David] The meaning is uncertain. 'Michtam' may possibly be 'a golden Psalm,' or it may have some musical reference.

2. RV 'I have said unto the Lord (Jehovah), Thou art my Lord: I have no good beyond thee.'

3. RV 'As for the saints that are in the earth, They are the excellent in whom is all my delight.'

4. That hasten, etc.] RV 'that exchange the Lord for another god'. Drink offerings of blood] to be understood perhaps not literally, but in the sense of cruel and impure sacrifices. Their names] the names of the idols which are thus worshipped.

5, 6. There are two figures here, one contained in the words portion, lot, lines, heritage, suggested by the division of the land of Canaan among the tribes, and another contained in the word cup, which denotes the experiences of the Psalmist's life. In Numbers 18:20; God is the only portion of the Levites, who received no earthly territory. The writer here claims the same goodly heritage.

7. My reins] or as we should say, 'my heart': see Psalms 7:9. God's inward voice heard in hours of quietness, is one of the chief blessings of His people. 

8. I have set the Lord, etc.] the constant, deliberate, and conscious exercise of faith. 

9. My glory] my soul: see Psalms 7:5; Psalms 108:1. Rest in hope] RV 'dwell in safety.' The primary reference is not to the dead body in the grave, but to the continuance of bodily life on earth.

10. In hell] RV 'to Sheol.' The meaning is, 'Thou wilt not suffer me to die.' Thine Holy One] RV 'thine holy one'; RM 'thy godly (or beloved) one.' The allusion is primarily to the Psalmist himself, though the passage is used by St. Peter (Acts 2:25-28) to prove that the resurrection of Christ was in accordance with prophecy. Corruption] RM 'the pit,' the grave, the state of the dead.

11. The path of life] not specially of life after death, but of true life in the fellowship of God. In thy presence] the presence in which the Psalmist already lived (Psalms 16:8).

At thy right hand] RV 'in thy right hand.'

For evermore] The contrast which the Ps. draws is not, perhaps, so much between life here and life hereafter, as between life without God and life with Him. In its very nature, however, the latter life is enduring, and hence the Psalmist's words contain ananticipation (though it may be a dim and only semi-conscious one) of the immortality which Christ has brought to light.

17 Psalm 17 

Verses 1-15
The Psalmist makes his appeal to the justice of God (Psalms 17:1-2), and supports his prayer by an assertion of his conscious innocence (Psalms 17:3-5) and an account of the eager cruelty of his enemies (Psalms 17:9-12). The concluding thought, that true satisfaction is found in God alone (Psalms 17:14-15), recalls the teaching of Psalms 16, with which this Ps. presents other points of likeness.

1. Feigned] false, insincere. 

2. My sentence] my judgment, in the favourable sense of 'vindication.' Let thine eyes, etc.] better, 'thine eyes look upon equity,' a confident assertion of God's justice. 

3. Proved] tested.

In the night] when man is alone with God, and conscience shows things in their true character. Shalt find, etc.] RM 'findest no evil purpose in me.'

4. Concerning] RV 'as for.'

By the word of thy lips] the commandments of God. 

5. RV 'My steps have held fast to thy paths, My feet have not slipped.'

8. The apple of the eye] The pupil of the eye, a specially important and delicate organ, with peculiarly sensitive arrangements for its protection: see Deuteronomy 32:10. Under the shadow of thy wings] as a mother-bird shelters her young. 

10. They are inclosed in their own fat] better, 'they have shut up their heart,' a figure for arrogance. 

11. Us] The Psalmist mentions his companions along with himself.

Bowing down] RV 'to cast us down.'

12. Like as a lion] RV 'He is like a lion,' the chief enemy (perhaps Saul) being meant.

13. Disappoint] RV 'confront.' From the wicked, which is, etc.] RV 'from the wicked by thy sword.'

14. From men which are, etc.] RV 'from men by thy hand.' From men of the world, etc.] RM 'from men whose portion in life is of the world,' whose ideal is animal gratification, a numerous offspring, and wealth to leave behind them. Full of children] RV 'satisfied with children.'

15. The Psalmist's satisfaction, present and future, lies in the fellowship of God. When I awake] either 'after each night's rest,' or 'after the night of trouble is past.' The thought of life after death may not have been clearly in the writer's mind, but his conviction and experience that true life is life in God involve the foundation of the Christian hope.

With thy likeness] cp. Numbers 12:8; Psalms 139:18. The Psalmist seeks continual fellowship with God.

18 Psalm 18 

Verses 1-50
Of all the Pss. this is the one which can be ascribed with greatest confidence to David. It is found, with some variations, in 2 Samuel 22, and the title is largely taken from 2 Samuel 22:1. It consists of a series of triumphant thanksgivings to God, with which the writer connects a highly figurative account of his deliverance from danger (Psalms 18:4-19), an assertion of his own uprightness (Psalms 18:20-24), and a description of the victories he has won by God's assistance (Psalms 18:29-48).

1. I will love thee] RV 'I love thee.' This v. is omitted in 2 S. It was perhaps inserted when the Ps. was adapted for use by the congregation in the Temple.

2. Notice the succession of figures drawn from the experiences of a warrior's life in a country where natural strongholds as well as artificial fortresses were common. Strength] RV 'strong rock.' Buckler] RV 'shield.' So in Psalms 18:30. Horn] a symbol of irresistible strength. 

4. Sorrows] RV 'cords.' So in Psalms 18:5. 

5. Hell] RV 'Sheol,' the state of the dead. Prevented] RV 'came upon.' So in Psalms 18:18. Psalms 18:4-5 mean that David felt himself in peril of death. 

6. His temple] in heaven.

7-16. In these vv. the manifestation of God's power to deliver is poetically described as the physical appearance of God Himself, accompanied by the most impressive natural phenomena, such as earthquake and thunderstorm. He is conceived as dwelling in the heart of the thunderstorm, surrounded by fires which break forth as lightning through -the cloud.

10. A cherub] Cherubim are most familiar to readers of Scripture as symbolic figures appearing in the furniture and decoration of the tabernacle and the Temple. They also appear in Ezekiel's vision of the mystic chariot as the bearers of God's throne (Ezekiel 1, 10). Here the cherub seems to be a personification of the storm cloud, as the parallel idea in the next clause shows.

12. Read, 'From the brightness before him there passed through his thick cloud hailstones and coals of fire.' Coals of fire] lightning. 

13. His voice] the thunder. 

14. His arrows] another figure for lightning. 

15. The drying up of the Red Sea is woven into the imagery of the storm. 

16. Many waters] the emblem of David's troubles. The whole sublime manifestation of God was on his behalf. 

19. A large place] the opposite of 'straits.'

24-26. David finds in his own case an illustration of the truth that God deals with all men according to their works, opposing those who oppose Him, as well as showing His perfections to those who are like Him.

27. High looks] RV 'the haughty eyes.'

28. My candle] RV 'my lamp,' the symbol of David's prosperity: see Job 18:6. 

29. This v. may refer to the pursuit of the Amalekites (1 Samuel 30) and the capture of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:6-8).

33. Hinds' feet] agile, swift, and sure. My high places] The figure of the hind, climbing precipitous hills, is continued. 

34. A bow of steel, etc.] RV 'mine arms do bend a bow of brass' (i.e. copper or bronze), a harder task than to bend a wooden bow.

35. Gentleness] RM 'condescension.' For the thought cp. Psalms 113:6; Isaiah 57:15 : see also Psalms 23.

36. Enlarged my steps] given me freedom to move without obstruction. 

40. Given me the necks of mine enemies] RV 'made mine enemies turn their backs unto me.'

43. Heathen] RV 'nations.' So in Psalms 18:49. David subdued all the countries around Palestine (2 Samuel 8). Shall serve] This and the following future tenses to the end of Psalms 18:45 are better rendered as past. 

45. Be afraid] RV 'come trembling.'

47. People] RY 'peoples.'

19 Psalm 19 

Verses 1-14
This Ps. falls into two well-marked divisions. Psalms 19:1-6 describe the glory of God (El) as seen in the heavenly bodies, especially the sun, and are thus parallel to Psalms 8. Psalms 19:7-14 deal with the excellence of the revelation of God (Jehovah) in the Law—the subject which is expanded in Psalms 119. It is possible that two independent Pss. are here combined, as in Psalms 108, or that the second half was written as an addition to the first by another hand. The first part may quite well have been David's work. The second part may be divided into the praises of the Law (Psalms 19:7-11), and the Psalmist's prayer for preservation from sin (Psalms 19:12-14). This is one of the Pss. for Christmas Day.

1. The firmament] the sky, conceived of as a solid canopy: see Genesis 1:6. 

2. Days and nights in unbroken succession testify to God's glory.

3. RV 'There is no speech nor language; Their voice cannot be heard.' Their witness is none the less impressive for its silence.

4. The silent testimony of the heavens is world-wide. Their line] the measuring line, marking off the region to which the message of the skies comes. LXX has 'their sound,' and is followed by St. Paul, who quotes this v. in Romans 10:18. Tabernacle] or tent: see Isaiah 40:22. The sun, as the most glorious of the heavenly bodies, is personified as a hero. 

5. As a bridegroom] The comparison suggests the vigour and beauty of youth as well as the splendour of wedding attire. A race] RV 'his course' from E. to W., the two 'ends' of heaven mentioned in Psalms 19:6. 

6. There is nothing hid, etc.] another way of putting the universal scope of the sun's testimony.

7-9. Here we have a sudden transition from nature to revelation. The word law (torah) means 'teaching' or 'instruction,' and describes not only the Law of Moses, but all the commandments of God. It is described as a testimony (see Exodus 25:16, Exodus 25:21) or witness to God's character and requirements (Psalms 19:7), as statutes (RV 'precepts'), a commandment (Psalms 19:8), judgments or moral decisions (Psalms 19:9). Each term is connected with some practical benefit which the Law confers on men.

7. Converting] RV 'restoring.'

8. Enlightening the eyes] imparting refreshment and vigour to the soul: see on Psalms 13:3. 

9. The fear of the lord] another expression for the Law, which produces this fear in the heart. Clean] opposed to impurity of life. Enduring for ever] as the expression of God's eternal righteousness. 

10. The honeycomb] rather, 'the droppings of the honeycomb,' the purest of the honey.

12. Understand] RV 'discern.' cleanse] RV 'clear,' in the sense of 'acquit.' Unconscious sins could be atoned for (Numbers 15:22-26), and for such sins forgiveness is asked here.

13. presumptous sins] those deliberately committed, in contrast to those of ignorance and inadvertence. For such transgressions the Law provided no atonement (Numbers 15:30-31), and the Psalmist prays to be restrained from committing them. Innocent from the great transgression] RV 'clear from great transgression.'

14. Strength] RV 'rock.'

20 Psalm 20 

Verses 1-9
This and the following Ps. form a closely connected pair. The one is a prayer for a king going out to battle, and the other is a thanksgiving for his triumphant return. Both have the same title. There is nothing against the early date of the Pss., and David may be their subject, but it is hardly natural to regard him as their author. In Psalms 20, Psalms 20:1-5 are the prayer of the people, Psalms 20:6 is the confident utterance of an individual (perhaps a priest or the king himself), and in Psalms 20:7-9 the people again take up the strain.

1. The name] is equivalent to the God to whom it belongs. It expresses all that is known about Him. Defend thee] RV 'set thee up on high,' over all enemies. 

2. The sanctuary] God's dwelling-place on Mt. Zion is here meant, as the next clause shows. But see Psalms 20:6. 

3. Remember.. accept] The words refer to the sacrifices both of the past and of the present. Sacrifices were usual before going out to war: see 1 Samuel 7:9-10; 1 Samuel 13:9, 1 Samuel 13:12.

4. According to thine own heart] RV 'thy heart's desire,' i.e. victory. Counsel] plan of campaign: see 2 Samuel 17. 

5. Thy salvation] the deliverance to be wrought by the king's success. Set up our banners] lift them up and wave them in triumph.

6. Now] A single person here takes up the song after the sacrifice has been offered. Faith is assured that the offering has been accepted and the king's prayers heard. His anointed] the king: see Psalms 2:2; From his holy heaven] God's real dwelling, of which Zion is but the type.

7. Some] refers to heathen enemies, like the Egyptians (Exodus 14 Isaiah 31:1). Remember] RV 'make mention of,' as a watchword.

8. Brought down] RV 'bowed down.'

9. Read with LXX 'O Lord, save the king: and answer us when we call.'

21 Psalm 21 

Verses 1-13
The title and authorship have been discussed under Psalms 20, to which this forms a sequel. Its contents include a thanksgiving to God for His blessings to the king (Psalms 21:1-7), an address to the king promising future victories over his enemies (Psalms 21:8-12), and a closing ascription of praise to God (Psalms 21:13). The Ps. is used on Ascension Day.

1, 2. The prayers for victory in Psalms 29 have been answered. 

3. Preventest him] lit. 'goest to meet him.' A crown] the victory confirming his rule, like a second coronation.

4. In OT. times long life on earth was regarded as one of the greatest of blessings: see 1 Kings 3:11. The language here is ideal, but it was not unusual to speak so of kings (1 Kings 1:31; Nehemiah 2:3). 

5. Thy salvation] the victory bestowed by God, which reflects divine attributes—'glory,' 'honour and majesty'—upon the king. 

6. With thy countenance] RV 'in thy presence.'

9. Oven] RV 'furnace,' as fuel for a furnace. 

10. The king will destroy young and old among his enemies—the terrible custom of ancient conquerors. 

11, 12. Read, 'For though they intend.. though they imagine.. they shall not prevail, for thou shalt make them turn.. thou shalt make ready,' etc.

22 Psalm 22 

Verses 1-31
The Ps. has two sections, in the first of which (Psalms 22:1-21) the writer earnestly seeks God's help in a time of extreme trouble, while in the second (Psalms 22:22-31) he breaks into a song of thanksgiving and praise. The trouble is caused by strong and relentless enemies who scorn his trust in God, and persistently threaten his life. The thanksgiving is remarkable for its anticipation of the worldwide acknowledgment of God that is to follow the Psalmist's deliverance. The last-named fact has led some to the view that the Ps. describes a national rather than a personal experience, while the use made of it in the NT. has caused others to regard it as wholly prophetic of the sufferings of Christ. There seems to be a real personal element in the Ps., but at the same time the writer as a righteous sufferer has a representative character, and his words have a partial fulfilment in the experiences of the faithful remnant in Israel, and a complete fulfilment in those of Jesus Christ, which axe the supreme type of righteous suffering leading to the establishment of a universal kingdom of God. The contents of the Ps. explain its use on Good Friday.

Title.—(RV) 'Set to Aijeleth hash-Shahar' (the hind of the morning); probably the name of some well-known song, to the melody of which the Ps. was intended to be sung.

1. The opening words (in the Aramaic form) were quoted by our Lord on the Cross (Matthew 27:46). It has been supposed that He repeated the whole Ps., and that the remainder was drowned in the tumult and jeers of the mob. 

2. And am not silent] RM 'but find no rest.'

3. The praises of Israel] which have deservedly surrounded God in the past, and which He will not cease to deserve by ceasing to deliver His people. The thought is expanded in Psalms 22:4, Psalms 22:5.

6. This v. describes the Psalmist's humiliation in terms similar to those used of the suffering Servant of the Lord in Isaiah (Isaiah 41:14; Isaiah 49:7; Isaiah 52:14; Isaiah 53:2-3). 

7. shoot out the lip.. shake the head] gestures of contempt and hatred. 

8. These very words were used by the priests in mockery of our Lord as He hung on the Cross (Matthew 27:43). 

12. Bulls.. strong bulls of Bashan] suggesting the strength and aggressive rage of the Psalmist's enemies. Bashan was the N. part of the region E. of the Jordan, and was a rich pasture land. 

15. The parching effects of a fever supply another metaphor for the Psalmist's trouble.

16. Dogs] which haunt Eastern towns and villages in savage and cowardly packs—fit emblems of the Psalmist's fierce and yet contemptible foes. They pierced my hands and my feet] The reference is still to the dogs, who snap at the exposed parts of those whom they attack. The singular coincidence between this v. and what was done at the Crucifixion is not noted in NT. They pierced] taken from LXX and Vulgate. Other versions read, 'they bound.' Heb. has, 'like a lion': see RM.
17. I may tell all my bones] i.e. count them all. They are visible through his emaciated flesh. The words may be either a literal or a figurative description of the writer's miserable state. 

18. The conduct of his enemies is that of robbers. The application of this v. in John 19:24 is well known. 

20. My darling] RM 'my only one,' my precious life. From.. the dog] cp. John 19:16. 

21. Thou hast heard me] a sudden conviction of faith which gives a new tone to the rest of the Ps. Unicorns] RV 'wild-oxen.' In this and the preceding v. the figures of John 19:12-13, John 19:16 (bulls, lions, dogs) are repeated. 

22. These words are put into the mouth of Christ in Hebrews 2:12. 

26. The meek] the afflicted righteous, like the 'poor' and the 'humble.' Eat and be satisfied] in the meal which accompanies their sacrifice (Leviticus 7:16), or to which they may be invited by the Psalmist when he presents his thankoffering.

Your heart shall live] RV 'let your heart live,' the writer's prayer for his sacrificial guests.

27-30. These vv. extend the circle in which God is to be praised. It includes all the inhabitants and rulers of the earth, and all the generations to come.

29. They that be fat, etc.] RV 'the fat ones of the earth,' the mightiest rulers. Eat and worship] join in the sacrificial feast. Or perhaps the words mean 'shall worship Him alone.' They that go down to the dust] all mortal men, perhaps specially referring to the kings of the earth with their transient glory.

None can keep alive, etc.] Read with LXX (joining this clause with the beginning of Psalms 22:30) 'and as for him that could not keep his soul alive, his seed shall serve Him' (Jehovah). The weakest and most distressed will leave a posterity to praise God. 

30. It shall be accounted, etc.] RV 'It shall be told of the Lord unto the next generation.'

23 Psalm 23 

Verses 1-6
This is a Ps. of simple and unclouded confidence in God, who is described first as a shepherd (Psalms 23:1-4) and next as an host (Psalms 23:5-6). The beautiful imagery of the first part would be natural on the lips of the king who was a shepherd in his youth. The reference to 'the house of the Lord' in Psalms 23:6 may be a continuation of the figure of the host, and need not indicate a date after the building of the Temple.

3. Leadeth] RV 'guideth.' An Eastern shepherd goes before his flock. For his name's sake] in consistency with the character which He has already made known.

4. Shadow of death] rather, 'deep darkness': see Jeremiah 13:16; Amos 5:8. The rod was a short oaken club for defence; the staff a longer pole for use in climbing, or for leaning upon. An Eastern shepherd still carries both.

5. In the presence of mine enemies] as when David enjoyed the hospitality of Barzillai (2 Samuel 17:27-29). Anointest] RV 'hast anointed,' as a host anoints an honoured guest: see Luke 7:46. Runneth over] God's hospitality is lavish and generous. 

6. Goodness and mercy, like two angels, 'pursue' the Psalmist, determined, as it were, to run him down. For ever] lit. 'for length of days,' referring to prolonged earthly life rather than to life beyond the grave.

24 Psalm 24 

Verses 1-10
This Ps. is generally, and very appropriately, connected with the occasion when David brought up the ark from the house of Obededom to the tent prepared for it on Mt. Zion. It declares the universal sovereignty of God the Creator (Psalms 24:1-2), and describes the character of those who may approach His earthly dwelling (Psalms 24:3-6). Then there follows a twice-repeated scene, in which the gates of Jerusalem are summoned to open, that God, as represented by the ark, may enter; while the warders ask who the approaching conqueror is, and the people reply that He is the Lord of hosts (Psalms 24:7-10).

1. The fulness] all that fills it, all that is in it. 

2. This v. expresses the ancient idea of the structure of the universe, with 'waters under the earth' (Genesis 7:11; Exodus 20:4). 

4. Cp. Psalms 15. 

5. Righteousness] is a gift of God and a part of the salvation He bestows.

6. O Jacob] RV 'O God of Jacob.' Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

7. Lift up your heads] as if to make the entrance more roomy. Everlasting] RM 'ancient,' with an illimitable history behind them.

10. The Lord of hosts] one of the great OT. titles of God. The 'hosts' may include the armies of Israel, as well as the stars and angels who form 'the host of heaven.' Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

25 Psalm 25 

Verses 1-22
This is the second of the 'acrostic' or 'alphabetic' Pss. (cp. 9, 10). As it now stands there are a few irregularities in the arrangement, some of which appear again in Psalms 34. The closing v. suggests the circumstances of the exile, but it is probably an addition, as the last letter of the alphabet is reached in Psalms 25:21. The rest of the Ps. contains nothing to indicate its date or authorship, and its value is independent of any view that may be taken as to these. Some have supposed that the writer speaks in the name of the nation, but much of the Ps. has a distinctly personal character. It falls into three parts—a humble prayer for defence, instruction, and forgiveness (Psalms 25:1-7); a meditation on the character and ways of God (Psalms 25:8-14); and a further prayer for deliverance from trouble (Psalms 25:15-21).

1. Aspiration reveals and determines character. The man who lifts up his soul to God stands contrasted with him who lifts up his soul to vanity (Psalms 24:4). 

2. I trust in thee] RV 'in thee have I trusted.'

5. Lead (RV 'guide ') me in thy truth] i.e. 'in thy faithfulness.'

6, 7. Note the threefold use of remember. God's remembrance is sought, not for the Psalmist's sins, but for His own changeless character of grace, and, in accordance with that character, for the Psalmist himself. It has been suggested that the writer, living late in Israel's history, colours his personal prayer with the thought of the nation's early sins and of God's past deliverances. 

7. Mercy] RV 'lovingkindness,' as in Psalms 25:6. So in Psalms 25:10.

8. Sinners] a truly evangelic thought. God's grace is not for those who have deserved it alone, but for all who seek it in penitence.

9. In judgment] in the principles of practical righteousness.

10. Covenant.. testimonies] God's law is viewed in the one case as the basis of His gracious contract with Israel, and in the other as a witness to His own character. 

11. For thy name's sake.. pardon] Forgiveness is asked because it is God's nature to forgive. For it is great] The plea appears strange, but it is the utterance of deep penitence, combined with strong faith in the forgiving grace which is characteristic of God. 

12. Teach in the way that he shall choose] God's instruction moulds the will, and directs it to right decisions and resolves. 

13. Earth] RV 'land.' The promise of temporal blessing to the good man and his posterity is in harmony with the general thought of the OT. 

14. Secret] RM 'counsel' or 'friendship'; confidential fellowship. The earthly blessing is crowned with a spiritual one. 

15. The net] the entanglements and perplexities of trouble and sin.

21. There is a seeming inconsistency between the plea of integrity and uprightness and the confessions of sin in Psalms 25:7, Psalms 25:11. But what the Psalmist claims is not perfection, but a sincere love of goodness, and the humble dependence on God expressed in the words I wait on thee.
26 Psalm 26 

Verses 1-12
This Ps. appears to belong to a later age than David's, when the Temple (Psalms 26:8), with its altar (Psalms 26:6), and its public assemblies for worship (Psalms 26:12), was a familiar institution. The writer, conscious of his own uprightness, protests against the idea of being classed with the wicked, and sharing their untimely fate. He appeals at the outset to God's judgment, and at the close preaches the assurance that it will not fail him.

1. Therefore I shall not slide] RV 'without wavering.'

2. Reins] see on Psalms 7:9. 

3. The Psalmist's conscious integrity is not selfrighteousness. His knowledge of God's character has made him what he is.

6. Wash mine hands] a figure perhaps taken from the practice of the priests (Exodus 30:17-21), or of the city elders (Deuteronomy 21:6-7;): Cp. Matthew 27:4.

Compass thine altar] as the worshippers in the Temple gathered to witness the sacrifices.

7. Publish, etc.] RV 'make the voice of thanksgiving to be heard.'

8. Honour] RV 'glory,' God's manifested Presence, associated with the ark and the mercy seat.

9. Gather not my soul] 'Do not cut it off.' Let me not share their fate. The persons described in Psalms 26:9-10 are evidently men in places of power, who use violence and have wealth to protect themselves by corrupting justice. 

11. Redeem me] Save me from being destroyed with the wicked. 

12. An even place] a symbol of comfort and safety.

27 Psalm 27 

Verses 1-14
This Ps. falls naturally into two parts, Psalms 27:1-6 and Psalms 27:7-14, which are in such marked contrast as to make it probable that here, as in Psalms 19, two independent poems have been combined. The one breathes a spirit of fearless and triumphant confidence in the face of hostile armies, while the other, though trustful, is the prayer of one in deep distress, orphaned and beset by false accusers. The warlike tone of Psalms 27:1-6 is in favour of ascribing them to David, and Psalms 27:5-6 do not necessarily imply a reference to the Temple, which would be inconsistent with this view.

1. Strength] in the sense of 'stronghold': see Psalms 18:2. 

2. To eat up my flesh] like wild beasts of prey. They stumbled and fell] Past victories inspire present confidence: cp. David's words to Saul (1 Samuel 17:34-36). 

3. In this] RV 'even then.'

4. Dwell in the house of the lord] as the guest of Jehovah: see Psalms 23:6. The figure suggests constant fellowship with God.

Beauty] RM 'pleasantness,' the gracious aspect of the divine Host. To enquire in his temple (or palace)] to find out all that such intercourse with God can teach.

5. The abode of Jehovah, like the tent of a desert chieftain, affords protection as well as hospitality. The figure of Psalms 27:4-5 may have been based on the visible dwelling-place of Jehovah at Jerusalem, and if so the words used need imply nothing more than the temporary structure erected by David.

8. The original is condensed, but the words in italics express the thought. This v. gives the essence of all divine revelation and of all human response to it. Seek ye my face] as a visitor seeks access to the presence of an Oriental king. The figure is continued in Psalms 27:9.

10. RV 'For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but,' etc. 

11. A plain path] not a path clearly marked, but one that is level and safe. 

13. I had fainted] is a phrase supplied to complete the sense of the abbreviated original. The land of the living] as opposed to Sheol, the state of the dead—an illustration of the value of the present life for OT. faith.

28 Psalm 28 

Verses 1-9
This Ps. is in many respects similar to Psalms 26, especially in the writer's prayer that he may be distinguished from the wicked, and may escape their fate; and in the confidence which he reaches in the closing verses. In this Ps., however, the peril of death appears more acute (Psalms 28:1), and some have supposed that both Pss. were written in a time of pestilence.

1. The pit] the grave, or Sheol, the state of the dead. Unless his prayer is heard he looks for nothing less than death. 

2. Thy holy oracle] RM 'the innermost place of thy sanctuary,' the Holy of Holies, where God's Presence specially dwells. Here, as in Psalms 26, the existence of the Temple seems to be indicated. 

3. Draw me not away] to punishment and destruction: cp. Psalms 26:9. 

4. Deeds] RV 'work.' Endeavours] RV 'doings.'

Work] RV' operation.' These changes bring out the intended contrast between this v. and the next. 

5. Destroy] RV 'break down,' in direct opposition to build up.

8. Their strength] RM 'a strength unto his people.' The saving strength] RV 'a stronghold of salvation.' His anointed] the king.

9. Feed them] as a shepherd. Lift them up] RV 'bear them up,' a beautiful continuation of the same figure: see Isaiah 40:11.

29 Psalm 29 

Verses 1-11
This is a Nature-Psalm, calling on the angels to praise God (Psalms 29:1-2), describing the manifestation of His power in the thunderstorm (Psalms 29:3-9) and the flood (Psalms 29:10), and ending with an assurance of His favour to His people.

1. Give] in the sense of 'ascribe.' Mighty] RV 'sons of the mighty.' The angels are meant. 

2. The beauty of holiness] RM 'holy array,' like the robes of the priests in an earthly sanctuary.

3. The voice of the Lord] the thunder. The phrase occurs seven times in the Ps. The waters] not of the sea, but of the storm-cloud: see Psalms 18:11. 

5. The cedars] the strongest trees, yet riven in the thunderstorm.

6. Them] the mountains which the thunder shakes, besides breaking the trees that grow on them. Sirion] Hermon. Lebanon and Her-mon are the highest mountains in Palestine.

Unicorn] RV 'wild-ox.'

7. Divideth (RV 'cleaveth,' RM 'heweth') the flames of fire] The reference is to the sharp, pointed lightning flashes which accompany the thunder.

8. The wilderness of Kadesh] in the extreme S. of Palestine, as Lebanon and Hermon are in the extreme N. 

9. Maketh the hinds to calve] an actual effect of terrifying thunderstorms; or perhaps the meaning is, 'whirleth the oaks.' Discovereth] RV 'strippeth bare,' by the wind, or the strokes of lightning. His temple] or palace, is not the great temple of Nature, but heaven itself, where the angels minister (Psalms 29:1-2). Doth every one speak, etc.] RV 'everything saith, Glory,' but better, 'every one,' i.e. of the angels. From the heavens they look down with wonder and delight upon the storm, in which they see the manifestation of the divine glory.

10. Sitteth upon the flood] RV 'sat as king at the Flood,' the great traditional convulsion of nature (Genesis 7, 8), which revealed God's mercy as well as His power and wrath. The attributes then disclosed remain unchanged, and this is the ground of the assurance expressed in Psalms 29:11, which is a beautiful conclusion to a Ps. of sublime grandeur. 

11. Give strength] The power of this mighty God is given to His people as they need it: see Isaiah 40:29-31.

30 Psalm 30 

Verses 1-12
Title.—(RV) 'A Psalm; a Song at the Dedication of the House; a Psalm of David.' There is no obvious connexion between the contents of this Ps. and its title. It is a thanksgiving for recovery from an illness which had threatened to be fatal, and in itself may very well have been written by David. But it is difficult to find in his life an occasion corresponding to the title, though the dedication of David's own palace, or of the site of the Temple, has been suggested. It is more likely that the words, 'A Song at the Dedication of the House,' were inserted into the title at a later time, when the Ps. was adopted for use at the dedication of Solomon's Temple, or of the second Temple, or at the re-dedication of the latter after it had been polluted by Antiochus Epiphanes (the origin of the Feast of Dedication mentioned in John 10:22. See Intro, to Daniel). The Ps. opens with praise for the writer's restoration 1 (Psalms 30:1-5), tells next of his troubles and his prayer (Psalms 30:6-10), and concludes with another thanksgiving (Psalms 30:11-12).

1. Lifted.. up] RV 'raised up,' from sickness. 

3. The grave] RV 'Sheol,' which, like the pit, means the state of the dead. 

4. At the remembrance of his holiness] RV 'to his holy name.' For 'remembrance' or 'memorial' in the sense of 'name' see Psalms 9:6. 

5. In his favour is life] better, 'his favour is for a lifetime,' in contrast to 'his anger.. a moment.'

Endure for a night] RV 'tarry for the night' as a passing stranger. 

7. Hast made] RV 'hadst made,' referring to the time of health and prosperity. My mountain] would be a figure for stability, but the reading is doubtful. Possibly it should be, 'hadst made me to stand upon strong mountains.' Thou didst hide thy face] a sudden change of experience, by which the Psalmist was shaken out of his self-confidence, and taught his entire dependence on God. 9. This v. shows how little the future life counted for in ordinary OT. thought. The pit] see Psalms 30:3. The dust] is the dead body. 

11. Sackcloth] the garb of sadness.

12. My glory] my soul.

31 Psalm 31 

Verses 1-24
The writer of this Ps. gratefully records God's past deliverances (Psalms 31:1-8), appeals to God for help against the enemies who assail him in the present (Psalms 31:9-18), and ends with fervent thankfulness and serene assurance (Psalms 31:19-24). The language suggests a later age than David's, and has many parallels with the book of Jeremiah, the most evident being in the words 'terror on every side' (Psalms 31:13, Jeremiah 20:10). These parallels are mostly in the central section (Psalms 31:9-18), and possibly this is an insertion in the middle of an earlier Davidic Ps. In the closing vv. there are several resemblances to Psalms 27.

3. For thy name's sake] see Psalms 23:2, Psalms 23:3.

4. Strength] RV 'stronghold.'

5. The first clause of this v. formed one of the Sayings of our Lord on the Cross (Luke 23:46). The Psalmist's attitude in life was Christ's attitude in death. God of truth] i.e. of faithfulness, of changeless consistency of character. God is always true to Himself. 6. Have hated] RV 'hate.' Lying vanities] idols: see Jeremiah 8:19; Jeremiah 10:8.

7. Considered (RV 'seen'). . known] with sympathy, followed by succour. 

8. Large room] RV 'large place,' the opposite of 'straits.'

9. Belly] RV 'body.'

10. Iniquity] As it stands this clause traces the Psalmist's sufferings to his sin. But the LXX and some other versions read 'affliction,' which agrees better with the context. 

11. Cp. Jeremiah 20:7, Jeremiah 20:8. 

12. A broken vessel] a thing altogether neglected.

13. This whole verse is closely parallel to Jeremiah 20:10. Fear was on every side] cp. Jeremiah 6:25; Jeremiah 20:3 mg 10; Jeremiah 46:5; Jeremiah 49:29; Lamentations 2:22. 

15. My times] all the occasions of my life. 

16. Make thy face to shine] Smile upon me in Thy favour: see Numbers 6:25. 

17. This repetition of the prayer of Psalms 31:1 may suggest that after all the Ps. is a unity: cp. Psalms 25:2-3; Jeremiah 17:18. The grave] RV 'Sheol.'

19. Wrought.. before the sons of men] i.e. openly. 

20. The same thought as in Psalms 27:5. Even a desert tent may be a protection if its owner is powerful. Secret] RV 'covert.'

Pride] RV 'plottings.'

21. A strong city] RM 'a fenced city.' A change of figure from the tent of Psalms 31:20. If literally understood the words might refer to Jeremiah's experiences during the siege of Jerusalem. 

22. Haste] RM 'alarm.' Fear is rebuked by God's answer to prayer.

32 Psalm 32 

Verses 1-11
The subject of the Ps. is the happiness that follows the confession of sin and the experience of forgiveness. This is generally set forth at the beginning (Psalms 32:1-2). Then the Psalmist relates his own spiritual history of misery before confession (Psalms 32:3-4), and of relief after it (Psalms 32:5). He next commends the practice of prayer (Psalms 32:6), and expresses his own confidence in God (Psalms 32:7). In Psalms 32:8 God speaks in words of promise, and the closing vv. are devoted to counsel and exhortation (Psalms 32:9-11). The period in David's life which best fits the references in the Ps. is the time of his impenitence after the murder of Uriah, followed by the rebuke of Nathan, and the king's acknowledgment of his sin (2 Samuel 11:26 to 2 Samuel 12:23;). The Ps. is one of those for Ash Wednesday.

Title.—A Psalm of David, Maschil] The word Maschil has been generally explained as 'a didactic Psalm,' a Psalm of instruction. But few of the Pss. so designated have this special character, and the more probable meaning is 'a skilful Psalm' (see Psalms 47:7; RM), one set to more elaborate music than usual.

1, 2. Note the threefold description of wrongdoing as transgression, breaking beyond bounds; sin, failure to reach the true aim of life; and iniquity, moral deformity or perversity—also the threefold nature of pardon as 'forgiveness,' literally here the lifting of the burden of guilt 'covering,' in the sense of hiding the sin from the eye of the judge, or protecting the sinner from punishment; and 'not imputing,' the cancelling of an obligation to pay the penalty.

2. No guile] This may refer to the sincerity of repentance, or, more probably, to the changed character of the forgiven heart.

3, 4. These vv. may be taken as a description either of actual sickness, which brought sin home to the conscience, or of spiritual suffering represented in physical terms. 4. Is turned into] RV 'was changed as with.'

5. Have I not hid] lit. 'covered,' as in Psalms 32:1. It is only when man does not cover his sin that God does cover it. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

6. Shall every one] RV 'let every one.' The Psalmist wishes others to take his experience as an example. In a time when thou mayest be found] Another possible rendering is, 'in the time of finding out sin' (RM). In the floods, etc.] RV 'when the great waters' (of trouble, and especially of God's wrath) 'overflow they shall not reach unto him.'

7. Songs of deliverance] possibly songs sung by others. God's grace to one brings joy to many. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

8. Guide thee with mine eye] RV 'counsel thee with mine eye upon thee.' God does not leave those whom He counsels to walk in their own strength, but watches over their way.

9. Lest they come near.. thee] RV 'Else they will not come near.. thee.' The horse and mule are thought of not as dangerous, but only as obstinate and stupid—incapable of being brought where they are wanted except by force. Men ought to draw near to God in unconstrained obedience.

33 Psalm 33 

Verses 1-22
This is an anonymous Ps. of national deliverance, called forth by some historical occasion which it is now impossible to fix with any certainty. From its central conception of God as the ruler of all the earth and all the nations, it appears to belong to the later prophetic age. The metrical structure is specially regular. The first three and the last three vv. form corresponding groups of 6 lines each, and Psalms 33:4-19 consist of six groups of 4 lines each. The opening call to praise (Psalms 33:1-3) is followed by a description of God's character (Psalms 33:4-5); of His rule over all the inhabitants of the earth, based on His creative power (Psalms 33:6-9); of His rule over the nations, and of the special privilege of Israel as His people, whose defence is not in military power, but in Jehovah (Psalms 33:10-19). The closing vv. (20-22) respond to the summons at the beginning of the Ps.

1. Ye righteous.. the upright] the Israelites who are genuine servants of God. 

2. The psaltery and an instrument of ten strings] RV 'the psaltery of ten strings.' The harp and the psaltery were both stringed instruments, the latter being the larger. 3. A new song] to celebrate a new deliverance. The phrase occurs in several Pss., and has a special connexion with the deliverance from the Babylonian exile: see Isaiah 42:10.

4. Truth] RV 'faithfulness.'

5. Righteousness] is the principle of God's character, judgment] its practical application to the government of the world. Goodness] RV 'lovingkindness.'

7. The depth (RV 'deeps') in storehouses] The ancient idea of a reservoir of water beneath the earth: see Genesis 7:11.

9. Read, 'He spake and it was: He commanded and it stood,' referring to the repeated 'it was so' of Genesis 1.

10. The heathen] RV 'the nations.' The people] RV 'the peoples.'

12. Cp. Deuteronomy 33:29.

15. RV 'he that fashioneth.. that considered.' Their hearts alike] RV 'the hearts of them all.'

17. An horse] The Israelites had no cavalry, and the chariots and horsemen of their enemies appeared specially formidable to them: see Deuteronomy 17:16; Psalms 20:7; Psalms 147:10; Proverbs 21:31; Isaiah 31:1.

34 Psalm 34 

Verses 1-22
The reliability of this title (A Psalm of David; when he feigned madness (RM) before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed) is doubtful, both because the Philistine king in question is called Achish and not Abimelech in 1 Samuel 21:13, and because the contents of the Ps. are akin to the proverbial wisdom of a later age than David's. The Ps. is an alphabetic or acrostic one, with some of the same irregularities which are found in Psalms 25. Psalms 34:10-16 are quoted in 1 Peter 3:10-12.

1. At all times.. continually] the utterance of a faith which can maintain gratitude in adversity as well as in prosperity. 

2. Humble] RV 'meek,' all patient and trustful souls.

5. They] The Psalmist's individual experience is also a general one. 

6. This poor man] may refer to the Psalmist himself, but if so it is as a type of others. 

7. The angel of the lord] a Being frequently mentioned in the OT.: see Exodus 23:20; Isaiah 63:9. He is not merely an angelic messenger, but is in some sense identified with God Himself. He may be said to stand for God in His self-revealing character, and in His activity among men.

Encampeth] cp. 2 Kings 6:17.

10. Young lions] proverbially strong and courageous, and able to provide for themselves. 

11. Come, ye children] an address in the tone of the book of Proverbs: see Proverbs 4

15. Are upon] RV 'are toward,' not only in watchfulness, but in favour. See the contrast in the next v. 

16. The remembrance of them] their 'memorial' or 'name': see on Psalms 9:6; Psalms 30:4.

21. Evil shall slay the wicked] Sin is selfdestructive, and works out its own punishment. Or perhaps the words mean simply, 'a calamity shall slay the wicked.' Desolate] RV 'condemned.' So in Psalms 34:22.

35 Psalm 35 

Verses 1-28
This is a prayer for the defeat and destruction of malignant enemies, whom the Psalmist has formerly befriended, and who now treat him with ungrateful cruelty. The circumstances are partly similar to those of David's persecution by Saul, but no prominent individual is mentioned as hostile, and David's attitude to Saul was more forgiving than that of the Psalmist towards those of whom he complains. The Ps., like Psalms 31, has many resemblances to the book of Jeremiah, and some ascribe it to that prophet's time. For a discussion of the vindictive tone of such Pss. see Intro. There are three sections—a prayer for the confusion of the writer's enemies (Psalms 35:1-10), an account of their wickedness (Psalms 35:11-18), and a further appeal for the vindication of the right (Psalms 35:19-28).

1. Plead my cause] 'strive thou,' as in a court of law: see Psalms 35:23. 

5, 6. The angel of the lord] see on Psalms 34:7.

13. My prayer returned] better, 'shall return.' The blessing, withheld from the unworthy, will come back to the Psalmist himself: cp. Luke 10:6. 

15. Abjects] the most worthless outcasts: see Job 30:1, Job 30:8; And I knew it not] RM 'and those whom I knew not.'

16. With hypocritical mockers, etc.] RV 'like the profane mockers in feasts'—buffoons and parasites, who get a place at table in return for entertaining the guests with scurrilous jokes.

17. My darling] equivalent to 'my soul': see on Psalms 22:20. 

18. In the great congregation] The Psalmist looks for a public vindication of his cause.

19. Wink with the eye] here a sign of triumphant malice. That hate me without a cause] quoted by our Lord, and applied to Himself in John 15:25. 

20. Them that are quiet in the land] the same as the 'poor' or 'meek'—the humble and patient righteous.

21. Opened their mouth] in contempt. Hath seen it] i.e. the fulfilment of their wicked desires. 

23. My judgment] the vindication of my just cause.

36 Psalm 36 

Verses 1-12
This Ps. consists of two strongly contrasted pictures, one of the wickedness of the wicked man (Psalms 36:1-4), and one of the goodness of God (Psalms 36:5-9), followed by a prayer that the Psalmist may continue to enjoy God's blessing (Psalms 36:10-11), and by a confident assurance of the final overthrow of the wicked (Psalms 36:12). The Ps. seems to reflect the social conditions of a later age than David's. 

1. The transgression of the wicked saith] Sin is personified as an oracle to whose voice the wicked man listens. Within my heart] A better reading is, 'within his heart.' There is no fear of God, etc.] quoted in Romans 3:18. 

2. Until, etc.] RV 'that his iniquity shall not be found out and be hated.'

3, 4. A description of the character and conduct of the man who is deceived by sin.

5. There is an abrupt transition here to an infinitely nobler theme. 

6. Great mountains] RV 'mountains of God.' In these vv. all that is infinite, sublime, and unfathomable in nature is made emblematic of the perfections of Jehovah. 8. God is host as well as protector. The figure is perhaps taken from the sacrificial meals eaten by the worshippers in the Temple (Leviticus 7:15). 

9. A highly spiritual conception of the nature of man's fellowship with God, anticipating some of the loftiest teaching of the NT. 

12. There] The overthrow of the wicked is already a visible fact for the Psalmist's faith.

37 Psalm 37 

Verses 1-40
This is an acrostic Ps., in which the alphabetic arrangement is carried without a break through 22 stanzas of varying length, to which the vv. of the English Bible do not correspond. The contents are closely akin to the maxims of the book of Proverbs, but they are touched with a fervour which elevates them into true poetry. The creed of the Psalmist is that sooner or later, even in this life, wickedness is punished, and righteousness vindicated. This is a theory which, of course, is too simple to cover all the facts of experience, but it is true as far as it goes, and its practical doctrine of 'trust in God and do the right' is sound at all times.

3. So shalt thou dwell.. and.. be fed] RV 'dwell in the land and follow after faithfulness.' Do not go to other lands: an utterance of patriotism. 

8. In any wise to do evil] RV 'it' (fretfulness) 'tendeth only to evil doing.'

9. The earth] RV 'the land' of Canaan. So in Psalms 37:11, Psalms 37:22. 

10. It shall not he] RV 'he shall not be.'

11. See Matthew 5:6. 

13. His day] of retribution. 

14. Conversation] conduct, manner of life.

18. Knoweth the days] regards with favour and watchful care: cp. Psalms 1:6; Psalms 31:7. For ever] from generation to generation. For OT. thought there was satisfaction in the blessings of one's posterity as well as in those of one's own life: see Psalms 37:26-27, Psalms 37:29. 

20. Fat of lambs] RV 'excellency of the pastures,' the grass and flowers which wither away—a figure distinct from that of the burning which follows.

23. Ordered] RV 'established.'

35. A green bay tree] RV 'a green tree in its native soil.'

36. He passed by] RV 'one passed by.' Perhaps we should read, 'I passed by.'

37. End] RM 'future' or 'posterity.'

39. Strength] RV 'strong hold.'

38 Psalm 38 

Verses 1-22
This Ps. may be compared with Psalms 6. It is the prayer of one who, like Job, is in great bodily suffering (Psalms 38:1-10), and is also deserted by his friends (Psalms 38:11), and beset by treacherous enemies (Psalms 38:12, Psalms 38:19-20). He is conscious that his trouble is due to bis sin (Psalms 38:4, Psalms 38:18), and appeals trustfully to God for pardon, healing, and deliverance. The description of personal suffering is too minute for a purely national Ps. It has been suggested that the author, if not David, may have been Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 20). This is another of the Pss. for Ash Wednesday.

Title.—The phrase 'to bring to remembrance' probably indicates that the Ps. was used in connexion with the offering of the 'memorial' of incense (Isaiah 66:3 mg), or of the shewbread with incense (Leviticus 24:7), or of the meat offering with incense (Leviticus 2:2).

1. This v. repeats Psalms 6:1.

2. Arrows] represent God's judgments as sent from afar, while His hand suggests closer dealing. 

3. Rest] RV 'health.'

4. Sin is compared first to a flood, and then to a burden.

7. Loathsome disease] RV 'burning,' inflammation. 

14. No reproofs] no arguments in his own defence. 

15. His silence before men is explained by his hope in God. 

20. While the Psalmist admits his own sin he is at the same time a sufferer for righteousness: see on Psalms 25:21.

39 Psalm 39 

Verses 1-13

This is a Ps. of great pathos and beauty. The writer's sore sickness, accepted as the punishment of sin (Psalms 39:9-11), has impressed him with the frailty and vanity of human life. He refrains at first from all complaint lest his words should be sinful and harmful (Psalms 39:1-2). When he does speak it is to utter without bitterness his conviction of life's brevity and nothingness (Psalms 39:3-6). He concludes with a humble prayer that though he is but a pilgrim on earth God may grant him pardon and recovery before he passes from the world (Psalms 39:7-13).

Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician, for Jeduthun,' etc. Jeduthun was one of the directors of sacred music in David's time (1 Chronicles 16:41; 1 Chronicles 25:1). If the Ps. be of later origin the phrase in the title may mean 'after the manner of Jeduthun,' as in Psalms 62, 77.

1. While the wicked is before me] The visible prosperity of the wicked afforded the temptation to complain. 

2. Even from good] RM 'and had no comfort.'

3. Complete silence proved impossible. Pent-up feeling found a safe relief in prayer. 

5. Vanity] or, 'a breath' (Heb.). 

6. In a vain shew] RM 'as a shadow,' like a phantom in a dream: the eager efforts of life are contrasted with the emptiness of their results.

7. What wait I for?] If life ends in vanity what is there to hope for? The answer is 'God,' and the meaning is not so much that God will be the soul's portion in the future life, as that God's presence here redeems life from its nothingness. 

8. The foolish] those who have mocked at his troubles. 

9. The characteristic tone of the whole Ps. is in these words. The writer accepts with reverent resignation all the facts and experiences of life.

11. This is another v. summing up the philosophy of the Ps. Makest his beauty, etc.] RM 'consumest like a moth his delights': see Isaiah 50:7; Matthew 6:19. 

12. Stranger.. sojourner] The fact that life is transient becomes here a plea for favour. 

13. Spare me] lit. 'look away from me,' 'avert thy frown.' Recover strength] lit. 'brighten up.' The day of life may be short, but the Psalmist seeks for sunshine while it lasts.

40 Psalm 40 

Verses 1-17
This Ps. falls into two well-marked divisions, which many think to have been originally separate Pss. In Psalms 40:1-11 the writer recalls with thankfulness how God has heard his prayers and delivered him from trouble (Psalms 40:1-4), declares the greatness of God's mercies (Psalms 40:5), presents himself as a living sacrifice (Psalms 40:6-8), and desires the continuance of God's blessing on account of his fearless witness for righteousness (Psalms 40:9-11). In Psalms 40:12-17, on the other hand, the Psalmist is in distress, both from sin (Psalms 40:12) and from persecution (Psalms 40:14-15). He pleads for the speedy confusion of his enemies, and for the deliverance both of himself and of all who seek God (Psalms 40:13-17). This part of the Ps. resembles Psalms 35. Psalms 40:13-17 are reproduced with some variations as Psalms 70. Psalms 40:6-7 are applied to Christ in Hebrews 10:5-9. The Ps. is probably a national Psalm. In it the nation, or the church, rather than the individual, is speaking. The horrible pit will then be the pit of exile, and the new song will be that sung for deliverance from exile and restitution to the home-land. This is one of the Pss. for Good Friday.

2. Pit.. clay] The combination of these figures for trouble is illustrated by the dungeon, with mire at the bottom, into which Jeremiah was cast (Jeremiah 38:6). A rock] a place of firmness and security. 

3. A new song] a song of praise for new mercies: see on Psalms 33:3.

6. Sacrifice and offering, etc.] a striking recognition that spiritual service, even in OT. times, is more than all forms of worship: see 1 Samuel 15:22. Mine ears hast thou opened] to understand the true requirements of the Law. The boring of the ears in token of perpetual servitude (Exodus 21:6; Deuteronomy 15:7) is not here referred to. LXX has, 'a body hast thou prepared me,' and is followed in the quotation in Hebrews 10:5.

7. RV 'Lo, I am come,' the Psalmist's personal consecration to God's service: see Isaiah 6:9. In the volume of the book it is written of me] rather, 'in the roll of the book it is prescribed to me.' The words are a parenthesis, and the reference is probably to Deuteronomy (see 2 Kings 22:8.), with its spiritual and inward view of obedience. The writer to the Hebrews rightly recognises that Christ's obedience perfectly fulfilled this ideal of devoted surrender to God's will.

9. In the great congregation] among the people assembled at some festival. 

10. Have not hid, etc.] In a good sense God's law is hidden in his heart (Psalms 40:8, cp. Psalms 119:11), but here he means that he has not concealed his convictions from cowardice.

41 Psalm 41 

Verses 1-13
The Psalmist has been brought low by sickness, and pronounces a blessing on those who consider such sufferers as himself (Psalms 41:1-3). His own experience has been of an opposite kind. His enemies have triumphantly anticipated his end, and their hypocritical sympathy has only been the guise of malice (Psalms 41:5-8). One friend in particular has done his utmost to injure him (Psalms 41:9). He asks God to restore his health that he may requite all this unkindness, and finally expresses his confidence in God's favour and unchanging support (Psalms 41:10-12). In John 13:18 the words of Psalms 41:9 are appropriately applied to Judas. Psalms 41:13 is not a part of the Ps., but forms the concluding doxology to Book 1 of the Psalter.

1. Poor] a different word from that so often used for the afflicted righteous. It means the 'weak' or 'sick.'

2. Blessed upon the earth] rather, 'counted happy in the land.'

6. The visitor who comes in pretended sympathy only seeks information to be maliciously used outside. 

8. An evil disease] or, a result of wickedness; lit. 'a thing of belial.'

9. Which did eat.. my bread] The ties of hospitality, which in the East are regarded as specially sacred, had been violated as well as those of friendship. Lifted up his heel] a figure for unfeeling violence and brutality.

10. That I may requite them] a touch of vindictiveness which Christians may not imitate: see Intro. 

11. Recovery has begun. The enemy has been disappointed of his triumph. This is already taken as a proof of God's favour. 

12. Integrity] The consciousness of an upright purpose is not inconsistent with the confession of sin in Psalms 41:4 : see on Psalms 25:21. Settest me before thy face for ever] the opposite of the fate predicted by his enemies in Psalms 25:5, Psalms 25:8. To be in God's presence is to enjoy true and unending life.

42 Psalm 42 

Verses 1-11
This Ps. and the following one are closely connected, and it is practically certain that they were originally one. Psalms 43 has no separate title, and its closing refrain occurs twice in Psalms 42 (Psalms 42:5, Psalms 42:11). Both Pss. belong to a time when the Temple worship was in full activity, and the writer is a Levite who is detained in the N. of Palestine (Psalms 42:6), and beset by enemies, apparently heathen (Psalms 42:9; Psalms 43:1-2), who taunt him about his God (Psalms 42:3, Psalms 42:10). He longs to return and take his part in the Temple service, and is confident that God will yet fulfil his desire.

Title.—Maschil] see on Psalms 32. For (RV 'of') the sons of Korah] i.e. from a collection compiled by the Levitical guild bearing that name.

2. Appear before God] in the Temple at Jerusalem. 4. Read, 'These things would I remember as I pour out my soul within me.' AV and RV suggest that the Psalmist's memories of better days add to his sorrow; but the meaning is rather that they give him hope. For I had gone, etc.] RV 'how I went with the throng, and led them to the house of God.' Holyday] a sacred festival, the original meaning of 'holiday.'

5. For the help of his countenance] We should probably read, 'who is the health of my countenance and my God,' as in Psalms 42:11, Psalms 43:5.

6. Land of Jordan.. Hermonites] RV 'land of Jordan and the Hermons,' the sources of the Jordan in the NE. of Palestine. The plural 'Hermons' refers to the separate peaks of the mountain. The hill Mizar] the 'little mountain,' some lower hill in the same locality.

7. At the noise of thy waterspouts] better, 'in the roar of thy cataracts,' the cascades that rush down Hermon when the snow melts in spring. Thy waves and.. billows] a figure for trouble, probably in this case suggested by the appearance of the Jordan in flood. 

8. And my prayer] RV 'even a prayer.'

10. As with a sword in my bones] better, 'as though they would crush my bones,' the whole framework of my being.

Verses 1-20

Book 2
The second and third Books of the Psalter (Psalms 42-72, 73-89) are but the two parts of a whole, the largest section of which (Psalms 42-83) is called the Elohistic Psalter, because the name Elohim (God) is used almost exclusively instead of the name Jehovah (the Lord), which is predominant in the rest of the Psalms. It is evident from the contents of these two books that the Elohistic compiler gathered them from at least three earlier collections, for Psalms 42-49 are Psalms of the Korahites (43 is part of 42), as are also Psalms 84-89 (except 86); Psalms 50, 73-83 are Psalms of Asaph; while Psalms 51-72, 86, are Psalms of David. Psalms 72 originally ended a collection of Psalms attributed to David; and it is a plausible conjecture that Psalms 42-50 once stood after Psalms 72, the Davidic Psalms being thus together and the subscription (Psalms 72:20) appropriate.

Taking Book 2 by itself, we may notice that in the Davidic collection Psalms 66, 67 did not originally belong to it, while Psalms 72 is called 'a psalm of Solomon.' The great majority of these Pss. have the rendering in AY 'To the chief musician'; indicating (see Intro.) that they had been included in the collection of the Chief Musician as well as in that of the Elohistic collector, both of these editors working on previously existing collections. Psalms 53 is an Elohistic form of Psalms 14, and Psalms 70 of Psalms 40:13-17 while Psalms 57:7-11 and Psalms 60:5-12 are combined in Psalms 108. Several of the Davidic Psalms in this book are referred by their titles to incidents in David's life; these are of varying degrees of probability, and are discussed in their places.

It is difficult to classify the Pss. according to their subjects or references, but a rough division may be attempted. Thus, (a) Psalms 42, 43, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 61, 64, 69, 70, 71 are prayers for personal help and deliverance; (b) Psalms 44, 46, 47, 48, 62 are thanksgivings, and breathe the spirit of confidence and triumph; (c) Psalms 45 is a marriage ode; (d) Psalms 49 is a didactic piece akin to the book of Proverbs; (e) Psalms 65 is a thanksgiving in time of harvest. References to the Temple as the centre of worship are found in Psalms 42, 43, 48, 50, 65. The following are quoted in the NT.: 44, 45, 48, 50, 55, 82, 67, 68, and 69. The writers of the Pss. in this Book evince the same perfect trust in God and confidence in His power to relieve them from their troubles, as are exhibited in the first Book.

Several of the Pss., such as the 51st, have an unmistakable personal tone; and there are not wanting indications of a highly spiritual view of religious worship and ritual. The desire of the true Israelite is not only for the Temple (Psalms 42:4), but 'for God, for the living God.' Burnt offerings are of small account in the sight of Him to whom belongs 'the world and the fulness thereof' (Psalms 50:7-14). 'The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit' (Psalms 51:17).

In this Book the 45th and 72nd Pss. are usually classed as Messianic. They both describe the character of the ideal king, ruling in righteousness, watching over the poor and punishing the oppressor, having dominion over subject nations 'from sea to sea,' and being blessed by all nations, because they have been blessed by him. Probably they were written in connexion with definite historical events—in the one case the marriage of a king, in the other a king's accession to the throne; still they unite themselves with that Messianic hope which gradually took shape among the Jews, and came to fill a large place in their religious thought.

43 Psalm 43 

Verses 1-5
1. An ungodly nation] RM 'an unmerciful nation,' a loveless, heathen people. 

2. Cp. Psalms 42:9. 

3. Thy holy hill] the Temple on Mt. Zion. Thy tabernacles] or dwelling-place.

4. O God my God] instead of 'O Lord my God'—showing that the Ps. is 'Elohistic'

44 Psalm 44 

Verses 1-26
This is a prayer for deliverance from national trouble which has not been deserved by any apostasy or idolatry. The strong assertions of national faithfulness are akin to the spirit of the Maccabean age, but the conditions indicated in the Ps. may be found also at an earlier date, such as the time of the invasion by Sennacherib in the reign of Hezekiah. God has helped His people in the days of old (Psalms 44:1-3), and they are still confident in Him (Psalms 44:4-8), yet He has allowed their enemies to bring them low (Psalms 44:9-16). But they are still loyal to Him (Psalms 44:17-22), and cry earnestly that He would remember them and save them (Psalms 44:23-26).

Title.—See on Psalms 42.

2. Heathen] EV 'nations.' People] RV 'peoples,' the inhabitants of Canaan. So in Psalms 44:11, Psalms 44:14. 

8. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

11, 12. Some are slain, and others sold into captivity.

12. For nought, etc.] God does not gain by such transactions. His name and cause are rather discredited. 

13, 14. See the speech of Rabshakeh (2 Kings 18:27-35). 

19. Place of dragons] RV 'place of jackals,' a desert, to which condition the country had been reduced. Shadow of death] deep darkness and gloom. 

23. Why sleepest thou?] an expression of startling boldness, yet the prayer of Psalms 44:26 shows that its daring springs not from unbelief but from faith.

45 Psalm 45 

Verses 1-17
The poem celebrates the marriage of a king. After the prelude (Psalms 45:1) come addresses to the royal bridegroom (Psalms 45:2-9) and bride (Psalms 45:10-12), a description of the bridal procession (Psalms 45:13-15), and a final address to the king (Psalms 45:16-17). The marriage of Solomon to the Egyptian princess, of Ahab to Jezebel, of Jehoram to Athaliah, as well as later alliances, have all been suggested as the occasion in view. But while the Ps. had no doubt a historic reference, yet the language used of the king is of such a transcendent character that it could only be strictly true of the Messiah, or ideal King, and we find it quoted with a Messianic meaning in Hebrews 1:8, Hebrews 1:9. The Ps. is consequently used on Christmas Day.

Title.—RV 'Set to Shoshannim.' Shoshannim ('lilies') indicates the melody to which the Ps. is set, or possibly instruments shaped like lilies on which it was played; and A Song of loves describes the nature of the poem.

1. Is inditing, etc.] RV 'overfloweth with a goodly matter.' I speak, etc.] RM 'I speak: my work is for a king.'

3. With thy glo RV, etc.] RV 'Thy glory and thy majesty.' These are the weapons with which the king girds himself. 

4. Because of] in the cause of. 

5. In the heart, etc.] RV 'The peoples fall under thee; they' (the arrows) 'are in the heart of the king's enemies.'

6. Thy throne, O God, is] RV 'Thy throne is the throne of God.' This gives a good sense, and meets the difficulty that the human king who is addressed in the first instance could hardly be called 'God.' There are textual reasons for believing, however, that the original reading was simply, 'Thy throne shall be for ever.' Right sceptre] RV 'sceptre of equity.'

7. Oil of gladness] the oil, not of the coronation, but of a festive occasion.

8. Myrrh.. aloes.. cassia] These perfumes are not the substances now so named. Ivory palaces] palatial chambers ornamented with inlaid ivory work. Ahab had such a palace (1 Kings 22:39 : cp. Amos 3:15). Whereby, etc.] RV 'stringed instruments have made thee glad.' Their music greets the king as he enters.

9. Did (RV 'doth') stand the queen] the new consort, who takes the place of honour.

Gold of Ophir] the finest gold. Ophir was either in Africa or in S. Asia. 

11. Thy Lord] rather, 'thy lord': see 1 Peter 3:6. Worship.. him] rather, 'do him homage.'

12. The daughter of Tyre] the city of Tyre, a personification like 'daughter of Zion,' 'daughter of Babylon.' Tyre was the wealthiest of Israel's neighbours, and was in alliance with David and Solomon. It would naturally grace a royal Israelite marriage with a gift, even if the bride were not, like Jezebel, herself a Tyrian princess. The rich among the people] better, 'the richest among the peoples.'

13. Is all glorious within] RV 'within the palace is all glorious': i.e. in the inner chamber from which she comes forth to meet the king. Of wrought gold] RV 'inwrought with gold.'

16. Instead of thy fathers, etc.] A distinguished posterity is better than a long ancestry, which was lacking in Solomon's case.

Mayest make] RV 'shalt make.' In all the earth] a world-wide dominion is promised for the king's children. 

17. People] RV 'peoples.'

46 Psalm 46 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 46-48 form a group which we may assign with little doubt to the reign of Hezekiah, when Sennacherib's army was suddenly destroyed (2 Kings 19:35). They all strike the same note of gratitude, confidence, and praise, which is found in Isaiah's references to the same event (Isaiah 29-31, 33, 37). Psalms 46 is divided into three strophes, and the refrain of Psalms 46:7, Psalms 46:11 probably stood also between Psalms 46:3 and Psalms 46:4.

Title.—EV 'Set to Alamoth.' Alamoth is generally understood to mean 'soprano' (see 1 Chronicles 15:20).

1. Our refuge and strength] the original of Luther's famous Ein' feste Burg. 

2, 3. The language is figurative of stress and trouble.

4. A river] the river of God's presence and favour: see Psalms 46:5, Isaiah 33:21 cp. Isaiah 8:6. Shall make glad] RV 'make glad.'

5. Right early] RM 'when the morning appeareth.'

6. Heathen] RV 'nations.' So in Psalms 46:10.

7. Lord of hosts] see on Psalms 24:10. 

8. Desolations] rather, 'astonishments' or 'wonders.'

10. Be still] Desist from your vain efforts: cp. Psalms 4:4.

47 Psalm 47 

Verses 1-9
This Ps., though akin to Psalms 46, 48, is less definitely historical, and simply summons the earth to join in a chorus of praise to God as the victorious King, not only of Israel, but of all the nations of the world.

1. People] RV 'peoples.' So in Psalms 47:3, Psalms 47:9.

3. Shall subdue.. shall choose] RM 'subdueth.. chooseth..'

4. The excellency (or 'pride') of Jacob] the fair land of Israel.

5. Gone up] to heaven, in triumph after the battle: see Psalms 68:11. 

7. With understanding] RM 'in a skilful psalm (Maschil).'

8. Reigneth.. sitteth] better, 'hath become king.. hath taken his seat.'

9. Even the people] RV 'To be the people'—the Gentiles actually becoming the people of the true God. Possibly the right reading is, 'together with the people'—the Gentiles joining with the Jews in homage to Jehovah.

Shields of the earth] the princes: see Psalms 89:18; Hosea 4:18 (RM).

48 Psalm 48 

Verses 1-14
This Ps. celebrates the safety and glory of Jerusalem, and the praise of her divine King. The deliverance He has wrought is vividly portrayed, and we can hardly fail to recognise that the overthrow of Sennacherib is in view. The Ps. is used on Whitsunday.

2. For situation] RV 'in elevation.' On the sides of the north] An obscure clause. 'The sides of the north' may mean the Temple hill, as distinguished from the rest of the city: or, as some think, there may be a comparison of Mt. Zion to the sacred mountain in the remote north on which Assyrian mythology placed the home of the gods: see Isaiah 14:18; Ezekiel 38:6; Ezekiel 39:2 (RV).

3. Is known] RV 'hath made himself known.'

4. Kings] The vassal kings of Sennacherib (Isaiah 10:8). They gather and march in order till they see Jerusalem. Then they are amazed, and forced to turn back in confusion.

7. Ships of Tarshish] a general phrase for large sea-going vessels. Tarshish was somewhere in the western Mediterranean, perhaps in Spain. Sennacherib's army was like a wrecked navy. 

8. As we have heard, so have we seen] History has repeated itself.

10. RV 'As is thy name.. so is thy praise.' God's name is His revealed character, which now receives due recognition and response from the whole world. 

14. Probably the last v. originally ran: 'For such is Jehovah our God: He it is that shall guide us for ever and ever.'

49 Psalm 49 

Verses 1-20
There is little to fix the date of this Ps. The writer moralises, in the fashion of the book of Proverbs, on the vanity of wealth and honour apart from understanding. The rich man cannot deliver his friends or himself from death, and his prosperity need cause no dismay to those who are less fortunate in this world. The upright, among whom the Psalmist counts himself, will be received by God, and thus made superior to the power of death. Psalms 49:12, Psalms 49:20 form, by their similarity, a kind of refrain.

1. People] RV 'peoples,' explained by inhabitants of the world. 
4. Parable.. dark saying] We might render, 'proverb.. riddle': see Psalms 78:2; Proverbs 1:6. 

5. When the iniquity of my heels, etc.] RV 'When iniquity at my heels,' etc. RM gives a still better sense, connecting Proverbs 1:5-6, 'When the iniquity of them that would supplant me compasseth me about, even of them that trust,'etPsalm 7. See Exodus 21:30 (RV).

Redeem.. ransom] Life that is forfeit to man may be bought back with money, but not life that is claimed by God.

8. This v. is a parenthesis, interrupting the connexion between Psalms 49:7, Psalms 49:9, Is precious, and it ceaseth] RV 'is costly, and must be let alone.'

10. Leave their wealth to others] losing it for themselves. 

11. LXX and other versions imply a slight change of reading which gives a better sense: 'Graves are their houses for ever, the dwelling-places for all generations of those who called their lands after their own name.'

12. Being in honour abideth not] RV 'abideth not in honour.'

13. Their posterity] RV 'after them men.' Approve, etc.] persist in the same foolish view of life. 

14. Like sheep, etc.] RV 'They are appointed as a flock for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd'—a grim and forcible figure.

In the morning] when God's day of reckoning dawns. Shall consume, etc.] RV 'shall be for Sheol to consume, that there be no habitation for it.'

15. The grave] RV 'Sheol.' The hope expressed is not necessarily that of a definite resurrection after death, but may be that of deliverance from the premature ending of life in this world. But the words he shall receive me show that what the Psalmist values most is life with God as opposed to life without God, and this thought is the germ of the Christian doctrine of immortality: see on Psalms 16:10, Psalms 16:11.

18. Blessed his soul] congratulated himself on his wealth: cp. Luke 12:19. 

19. They shall never see light] shall abide for ever in the darkness of Sheol. 

20. And understandeth not] Those who perish like the beasts are not the rich as such, but the rich who do not know God.

50 Psalm 50 

Verses 1-23
The title (A PsALM of Asaph) is discussed in Intro, to Book 3, where the other Pss. of Asaph are found. The present Ps. is one of solemn warning to those who attempt to serve God by formal sacrifices while their lives are full of wickedness. God will come to judge His people (Psalms 50:1-6). He tells the formalists that He does not need animal sacrifices (Psalms 50:7-13), and asks for praise, obedience, and prayer (Psalms 50:14-15). He reproves the hypocrites for their sins (Psalms 50:16-20) and ends with a call to repentance (Psalms 50:21) and a promise of salvation to true worshippers (Psalms 50:22). The teaching of the Ps. is that of the great prophets of the 8th and 7th centuries b.c., and it is probably to be assigned to that period.

1. The mighty God, even the Lord] RV 'God, even God, the Lord.' From the rising, etc.] from the E. to the W., not from morning to evening. 

2. Zion, the perfection of beauty] see Psalms 48:2; Lamentations 2:15. Shined] RV 'shined forth,' from His earthly dwelling-place. 

4. Heavens from above] RV 'heavens above.'

5. Saints] the true Israel, whose worship is not hypocritical. A covenant.. by sacrifice] The covenant between Jehovah and Israel at Sinai was ratified in every act of sacrifice, as one to which the worshipper bound himself afresh. This shows that the Ps. recognises the true religious value of sacrifice, and only condemns the abuse of it.

7. Against thee] RV 'unto thee.'

8. Will not reprove] because such offerings were not what God most regarded. Or thy burnt offerings, etc.] RV 'and thy burnt offerings are continually before me.'

13. Eat.. drink] The primitive idea of sacrifice was that the god partook of the offerings in a physical sense. This view is rejected here. 

14. Thanksgiving] RV 'the sacrifice of thanksgiving.'

21. Kept silence] not in indifference, but in patience.

23. Conversation] RM 'way,' manner of life.

51 Psalm 51 

Verses 1-19
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David: when Nathan the prophet' came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.' It is impossible not to feel the general appropriateness of this Ps. to the occasion mentioned in the title, and there is no historic OT. figure except David to whom we can point as an illustration of the great sin and deep penitence which are the theme of the Ps. The theory that the speaker is the nation of Israel hardly accounts for the highly personal tone of the whole poem. At the same time, the affinity of the thought and language with the closing chapters of Isaiah (see especially on Psalms 51:11) favours the view that the writer lived during the exile, in which case he may well have chosen David's great transgression and its results as the subject of a 'dramatic lyric' On any supposition as to authorship and date Psalms 51:18-19 are to be regarded as a liturgical addition appended to the Ps. when it came to be used in the Temple services. Part of Psalms 51:4 is quoted (from LXX) in Romans 3:4.

4. Against thee, thee only] David had sinned against Uriah and Bathsheba as well as against God: but as all obligations to men have their foundation in God's law, so all sin against them is included and hidden in the one fact of offence against God. That thou mightest be justified.. be clear] that Thy justice and holiness might be clearly shown. 

5. This v. does not reflect any stain on the Psalmist's birth, but traces his sin to the inborn evil of his nature.

6. Truth in the inward parts] truth as opposed to self-deception or conscious hypocrisy, in the inward parts as opposed to mere superficial goodness. Thou shalt make me to know] God is willing to give what He desires men to have. 

7. Hyssop] employed in the OT. ceremonies of purification, a bunch of the herb being used to sprinkle blood (Leviticus 14:6-7) or water (Numbers 19:18) on the unclean. Snow] cp. Isaiah 1:18. 

8. Bones which thou hast broken] see on Isaiah 42:10.

10. Create in me] RM 'create for me.'

Renew] better, 'make new.' What is sought is something that has never been in the Psalmist's life before. A right spirit] RM 'a, stedfast spirit,' that will not yield to temptation. 

11. Thy holy spirit] The only other mention of this in the OT. is in Isaiah 63:10, Isaiah 63:11.

12. With thy free spirit] RV 'with a free spirit,' a spirit of willing and unforced obedience. 

16. Desirest not] RV 'delightest not in.' Delightest not] RV 'hast no pleasure.'

17. Cp. Psalms 34:18
18. This and the next v. form a prayer for the restoration of Jerusalem, written either during the exile or in the troublous times before Nehemiah's mission. 

19. Be pleased with] RV 'delight in.' Burnt offering and whole burnt offering] two expressions for the same sacrifice, the one emphasising its being burnt, the other the completeness with which it was consumed. The conception of the essence of religion here is evidently very different from that of Psalms 51:16-17, which almost look like a criticism of—some even maintain, a protest against—animal sacrifice. In any case they assert that the sacrifice of the broken heart is that which God loves best.

52 Psalm 52 

Verses 1-9
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician. Maschil of David: when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.' In some respects Doeg (1 Samuel 22:9) might stand for the original of the wicked man in this Ps., but the absence of all reference to the massacre of the priests at Nob (1 Samuel 22:17-19) throws grave doubt upon the correctness of the title. The Ps. appears to reflect the social evils denounced by the prophets of later times (see Amos 5:11; Amos 8:6; Micah 2:2; Micah 3:2-3; Micah 7:3), and to be directed against some prominent oppressor, whose character and fate are depicted in Psalms 52:1-5, while Psalms 52:6-9 describe the contrasted happiness of the righteous man.

1. Goodness] RV 'mercy.' God] is here 'El,' the Strong One, whose power is greater than that of the mightiest man. 'The goodness of God' is the fact that makes the boast of the strongest evil-doer to be vain. 

6. Fear.. laugh] These two emotions are not inconsistent. The one is the solemn awe inspired by the suddenness of the tyrant's downfall, the other the gladness caused by the revelation of God's righteousness.

7-9. These vv. are put into the mouth of the righteous, and are introduced in RV by 'saying.'

7. Cp. Psalms 49. 

8. But I am] RV 'But as for me, I am.' A green olive tree] in contrast with the wicked who is rooted up like a weed (Psalms 52:5): cp. Psalms 92:13-14; 

9. Before thy saints] RV 'in the presence of thy saints,' to be connected with I will wait. Possibly we should read,' I will declare that thy name is good,' etc.

53 Psalm 53 

Verses 1-6
This is a second version of Psalms 14 with the important difference that God (Elohim) is everywhere substituted for the Lord (Jehovah). There are a few other variations and additions, especially in Psalms 53:5 (= Psalms 14:5-6). The changes are interesting chiefly as an illustration of the process of editing which was applied to many Pss. and many portions of the OT., and in particular of the consistent preferences, on the part of separate writers, for one divine name rather than another.

Title.—Mahalath] variously interpreted: (1) as a corruption of Alamoth (see Psalms 46), (2) as the first word of the song to the tune of which the Ps. was set, and (3) as an instrument such as the flute or cithern. For Maschil see on Psalms 32.

5. God hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth against thee] This is the most important addition in the Ps., and seems to point to some definite historical occasion for which Psalms 14 was adapted by the editor.

54 Psalm 54 

Verses 1-7
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; on stringed instruments. Maschil of David: when the Ziphites came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?' Whatever be the value of the title there is nothing in the Ps. to make us reject it, unless it be the allusion in Psalms 54:3 to the Ziphites as 'strangers.' For the historical incident see 1 Samuel 23:19; 1 Samuel 26:1. The Ps. consists of a prayer for deliverance from enemies (Psalms 54:1-3), and an expression of confidence and praise (Psalms 54:4-7). For Maschil see on Psalms 32. The Ps. is used on Good Friday.

1. Judge me] Do justice to me. By thy strength] RV 'in thy might.' God's 'judgment' is a practical vindication of His people's cause. 

3. Strangers] In Psalms 86:14 this v. is repeated, with the substitution of 'the proud' for 'strangers,' and possibly we should read 'the proud' here. The difference depends on the interchange of two very similar Heb. letters. 'Strangers,' if not applicable to the Ziphites, may refer to the'men of Keilah, who were perhaps Canaanites. Oppressors seek] RV 'violent men have sought.'

4. The Lord] here 'Adonai,' not 'Jehovah.'

5. Reward evil] RV 'requite the evil' that they have done. Thy truth] thy faithfulness, or righteous self-consistency. 

6. Freely] RV 'with a freewill offering' (Numbers 15:3); LXX 'with free will.' O Lord] the one occurrence of 'Jehovah' in this Elohistic Ps.

55 Psalm 55 

Verses 1-23
The author of this Ps. can hardly be David, for he speaks as a citizen of a distracted city rather than as its king, and the friend of whom he complains is his equal and not his subject. There is really nothing to fix the date of the Ps., though some of the experiences of Jeremiah may illustrate it. It falls into three portions, which have been described as marked by despair (Psalms 55:1-8), indignation (Psalms 55:9-15), and trust (Psalms 55:16-23).

3. Cast iniquity upon me] attack me with wicked devices, as they might roll down stones on an enemy. 

6. A dove] the wild rock-dove, which can fly fast and far. 

8. Hasten my escape] RV 'haste me to a shelter.'

9. Divide their tongues] with a confusion like that of Babel. 

13. Guide.. acquaintance] RV 'companion.. familiar friend.'

14. Unto.. company] RV 'in the house of God with the throng.'

15. Quick into hell] RM 'alive into Sheol.' For the light in which we are to regard such imprecations see Intro.

18. From the battle that was against me] RM 'so that none came nigh me.' There were many with me] RV 'they were many that strove with me.'

19. Because, etc.] RV (with comma after old) 'The men who have no changes, and who fear not God.' By 'changes' we may understand ups and downs of fortune, or pauses in their wickedness. A slightly different reading would give, 'who have no faithfulness.'

23. Bloody] RV 'bloodthirsty.'

56 Psalm 56 

Verses 1-13
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; set to Jonath elem rehokim. A Psalm of David: Michtam: when the Philistines took him in Gath.' For Michtam see on Psalms 16. Jonath elem rehokim ('the dove of the distant terebinths') indicates the song to the melody of whicb the Ps. was to be sung. As in the case of Psalms 34 the title hardly describes accurately the occasion which it mentions (1 Samuel 21:10), and consequently too much weight must not be attached to it. The Psalmist, with many enemies around him, casts himself on God's mercy, and his confidence utters itself in a twice-repeated refrain (Psalms 56:4, Psalms 56:10).

1. Daily] RV 'all the day long.' So in Psalms 56:2.

2. Against me, O thou most High] RV 'proudly against me.'

4. In God I will praise his word] By God's help I will praise Him for the truth of His promises. 

7. Shall they escape by iniquity?] A slight change of reading would give, 'Requite them according to their iniquity.' People] RV 'peoples.' This prayer would become more intelligible if national rather than personal enemies were in view.

8. Tellest] countest. Put thou my tears] or, 'my tears are put.' Thy bottle] or 'skin.' God treasures His servants' tears as if they were water or wine. St. Bernard says, 'the tears of penitents are the wine of angels.'

Thy book] in which all things are recorded.

12. Thy vows, etc.] The vows I have made to Thee bind me to Thy service. 

13. Wilt not thou deliver? etc.] RV 'hast thou not delivered,' etc.—an affirmation in the form of a question. The meaning is, 'Yea, and my feet from falling.'

57 Psalm 57 

Verses 1-11
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; set to Al-tashheth. A Psalm of David: Michtam: when he fled from Saul, in the cave.' This and the two following Pss. were set to the melody of the song beginning Al-tashheth ('Destroy not'), which was apparently a vintage song (Isaiah 65:8). The occasion referred to in the title is either David's stay in the cave of Adullam (1 Samuel 22:1), or the incident in the cave of Engedi (1 Samuel 24:3), but the Ps., has no relation either to the one or to the other. It is a companion to Psalms 56. The general situation is the same, but the refrain in this case (Psalms 57:5, Psalms 57:11) is even more triumphant. Psalms 57:4, Psalms 57:8 (see notes) mark the Ps. as an evening hymn. Psalms 57:7-11 form Psalms 108:1-5. This is one of the Pss. for Easter.

1. Trusteth] RV 'taketh refuge.'

3. From the reproach, etc.] RV 'when he that would swallow me up reproacheth,' i.e. reproacheth God, blasphemeth. His truth] his faithfulness.

4. And Ilie, etc.] better, 'I will take my rest even among fiery foes'—an expression of the calm courage of faith.

6. My soul is bowed down] LXX 'They have bowed down my soul'; but perhaps we should read, 'their soul is bowed down,' which makes the v. consist of two contrasts. 

7. My heart is fixed] is firm and steadfast in its courage. 

8. My glory] my soul, as in Psalms 7:5; Psalms 16:9; Psalms 30:12. Psaltery and harp] see on Psalms 33:2. Will awake early] RM 'will awake the dawn,' by singing even before the morning appears.

9. People] RV 'peoples': see on Psalms 56:7.

58 Psalm 58 

Verses 1-11
This Ps. denounces the wickedness of unjust and oppressive judges, and prays, in a series of powerful metaphors, for their destruction, in order that righteousness may be vindicated, and God exalted as the supreme Judge. It is uncertain whether the injustice complained of is exercised by Israelites or by foreigners, and so the Ps. has been variously placed before and after the exile. In any case it cannot be regarded as David's. For its subject it should be compared with Psalms 82.

Title.—See on Psalms 57.

1. O congregation] RV 'in silence.' Both are doubtful renderings of a word which occurs only here. The reading now generally accepted gives the meaning, 'O ye gods,' or 'mighty ones,' in the sense of 'judges': cp. Psalms 82:1. Sons of men] Judges are reminded that they are human, in spite of their high office: see Psalms 82:7; 

2. Weigh] RV 'weigh out.' The 'scales of justice' are abused. 

3. Estranged] from God and righteousness. 

4, 5. The comparison with serpents is twofold, first as to venom, and second as to obstinate refusal to be influenced. 

4. Adder] RM 'asp.'

5. Will not hearken, etc.] cp. Jeremiah 8:17. The ancient art of snake-charming is still practised in the East.

6. Read with LXX 'God shall break,' etc., and in the following vv. 'They shall melt.. shall be.' This gives solemn prediction in the place of mere imprecation. 

7. Cut in pieces] RV 'cut off,' blunted. 

8. Read, 'They shall be as a snail which melteth and passeth away.' The idea is perhaps derived from the snail's slimy track, or from the commonness of empty snail shells.

9. He shall take, etc.] Read, 'While the flesh is still raw wrath shall sweep them away like a whirlwind.' Flesh is about to be cooked in a pot, but almost before the fire has kindled a whirlwind scatters the whole arrangement. The figure suggests a judgment of startling suddenness. 

10. This verse breathes a spirit of ferocity not unnatural in the warlike days of the OT., but impossible to be reconciled with the spirit of Christ. 

11. He is a God] RV 'there is a God.'

59 Psalm 59 

Verses 1-17
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; set to Al-tashheth. A Psalm of David: Michtam: when Saul sent, and they watched the house to kill him.' For the first part of the title see on Psalms 57. The second part, which alludes to 1 Samuel 19:11, scarcely explains the contents of the Ps., which has foreign enemies in view throughout (Psalms 59:5, Psalms 59:8, Psalms 59:13). 'My people' in Psalms 59:11 has been held to imply that the writer was a king, while David at the time in question was only a subject. It is probable that the Ps. should be assigned to the period of the later Jewish monarchy. Like many other Pss., it presents the three features of danger, prayer, and confidence.

2. Bloody] RV 'bloodthirsty.'

3. Not for my transgression] This might express the Psalmist's conscious innocence before God, but more probably it means that he had done nothing to provoke the hostility of his enemies. 

4. Awake] cp. Psalms 44:23. 

5. God of Israel] specially invoked because His people are being assailed by the heathen. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

6. The writer's foes are compared to the savage dogs which infest Eastern cities and prowl round at night in search of garbage. Possibly there is a hint here that Jerusalem was actually besieged. Make a noise] 'snarl.'

7. Swords are in their lips] Their speech is cutting and injurious. Who, say they, doth hear?] They question whether there is a God.

9. Because of his strength, etc.] RV 'O my strength, I will wait,' etc. 

10. Shall prevent me] i.e. shall come to meet me.

11. Slay them not] must be understood in the light of Psalms 59:13. The prayer is that they may not be suddenly cut off, but may be allowed to perish gradually in their sin, in order that Israel may have a more memorable object-lesson in the righteousness of God.

13. Let them know, etc.] Read, 'Let them know unto the ends of the earth that God ruleth in Jacob.' Zeal for God's glory is the one motive of the Psalmist's prayer, however vindictive some of his requests may appear.

14. Almost a repetition of Psalms 59:6. It may mean that the contemptible attitude of the heathen described in Psalms 59:6 is all that is to be left them. 

15. Grudge] RV 'tarry all night.' 15, 16, Read, 'As for them they shall wander.. But I will sing.'

16. In the morning] Though his enemies prowl all the night it will be in vain.

60 Psalm 60 

Verses 1-12
Title.—(RV) 'For the Chief Musician; set to Shushan Eduth: Michtam of David, to teach: when he strove with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the Valley of Salt twelve thousand.'

Shushan-eduth ('the lily of the testimony') denotes that this Ps. was set to the same melody as Psalms 45, 69, 80. For 'Michtam'.see Psalms 16. The historical occasion in the title is described in 2 Samuel 8:3-8, 2 Samuel 8:13-14; 1 Chronicles 18:3-8, 1 Chronicles 18:12-13, but in these passages Abishai is mentioned instead of Joab, and the number of the slain is given as 18,000. 1 Chronicles 1 Chronicles 8:12 is probably right in reading 'Edom' instead of 'the Syrians' (Aram) of 2 Samuel 8:13. The Ps., however, is plainly written after a lost battle, not after a victory. It has been suggested that while David was engaged with the Syrians in the N. of Palestine, the Edomites may have gained a temporary success in the S. before they were routed by David's generals, and that the Ps. may have been written under the shadow of this reverse. Others think that Psalms 60:6-8, asserting God's sovereignty over the whole territory ruled by David, are a Davidic fragment worked into a later poem of national distress. The last six verses form the second part of Psalms 108. Psalms 60:1-4 describe the defeat of Israel. The prayer in Psalms 60:5 leads to a confident expectation of extensive conquests by God's assistance (Psalms 60:6-12).

1. Turn thyself to us] RV 'restore us,' not necessarily from captivity. 

2. Earth] RV 'land.' The imagery is that of an earthquake.

3. Wine of astonishment] RV 'wine of staggering,' or reeling: see Isaiah 51:17, Isaiah 51:22,; where God's wrath is similarly compared to stupefying wine. 

4. That it may be displayed, etc.] Read with LXX 'that they may betake themselves to flight before the bow.' Israel has raised the standard only to flee. 

5. Thy beloved] better, 'thy beloved ones.' 

6f. The Psalmist gives the grounds of his confidence in God. All the nations are His, and He deals with them as He sees good.

6. Rejoice] exult as a victor. Mete] measure. Shechem.. Succoth] W. and E. of the Jordan respectively. Both places were connected with Jacob (Genesis 33:17-18). 

7. Gilead.. Manasseh] both E. of the Jordan, Gilead being N. of Manasseh. Ephraim.. Judah] both W. of the Jordan and again named from N. to S. They were the two most powerful Hebrew tribes, and became the heads of the separate kingdoms after Solomon's death. Hence they are distinguished, the one as the helmet (RV 'the defence of mine head'), the other as the 'sceptre' (RV) of God.

8. Moab.. Edom.. Philistia] Israel's neighbours on the E., SE., and W. respectively. They are all described as reduced to the lowest subjection. Moab is the vessel in which the conqueror's feet are washed, Edom the slave who cleans his sandals (reading 'unto Edom' with RM), or the corner into which the sandals are thrown when soiled (reading 'upon Edom' with RV). Philistia, etc.] Read, as in Psalms 108:9, 'Over Philistia will I shout in triumph.'

9. The strong city] Petra, the almost impregnable capital of Edom. It is the Psalmist who now speaks, asking how Edom is to be conquered. 

10. RV 'Hast not thou, O God, cast us off? And thou goest not forth, O God, with our hosts.'

11. From trouble] RV 'against the adversary.'

61 Psalm 61 

Verses 1-8
This Ps. was written at a distance from Jerusalem, and is either the prayer of a king for himself, or the prayer of a subject for himself and the king. In the former case it would naturally be assigned to David, and to the time of his stay at Mahanaim beyond Jordan, during Absalom's rebellion. In the latter it might belong to any time before the exile. In present trouble the memory of past mercies inspires confidence for the future.

2. The end of the earth] or perhaps 'of the land.' Jerusalem is the centre, absence from which is banishment. The rock that is higher than I] 'a rock too high for me,' some inaccessible place of security. 

4. Tabernacle] tent. The word may be purely figurative (cp. Ps 23:7), or it may refer to the 'tabernacle' which David made for the ark. Trust] RV 'take refuge': see Psalms 17:8.

5. Vows] here stand for the prayers which accompanied them. Thou hast given me, etc.] RM 'Thou hast given an heritage unto those that fear thy name.' This may mean that Absalom's rebellion has been crushed, and that the land is in the possession of loyal Israelites. 

6. If David is the writer he speaks of himself here in the third person: cp. Zedekiah's words in Jeremiah 38:5. The v. is an assurance rather than a prayer. 

7. Abide.. for ever] in the continuance of his royal line: see 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 2 Samuel 7:16.; Prepare] or appoint. Mercy (RV 'lovingkindness') and truth are personified as guardian angels: see Psalms 57:3.

62 Psalm 62 

Verses 1-12
This is a Ps. of the strongest faith, in which the experience of hostility (Psalms 62:3-4) and the contemplation of life (Psalms 62:9-10) only provide the background against which a serene confidence in God displays itself. Its tone is not inconsistent with the character of David, who 'strengthened himself in the Lord his God' (1 Samuel 30:6 RV). Psalms 62:1-2 are practically repeated in Psalms 62:5, Psalms 62:6.

Title.—Jeduthun] see on Psalms 39.

1. Truly.. waiteth] RV 'my soul waiteth only.' The word rendered 'only' occurs six times in the Ps. 

3. Ye shall be slain] RV 'that ye may slay him,' or better still,' battering him,' a figure continued in the next clause.

As a bowing wall shall ye be, etc.] RV 'like a bowing wall and like,' etc. The comparison applies not to the assailants but to the person assailed.

9. While God is all, men are nothing, whether they be high or low. Vanity or breath, and lie or illusion are the most that they can be called. To be laid in the balance] RV 'in the balances they will go up,' because of their lightness. Altogether] RV 'together,' both high and low combined. 

11, 12. Power and mercy] the two sides of the full-orbed character of God, both displayed in His unerring judgments of men.

63 Psalm 63 

Verses 1-11
Title.—A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.
The writer of this Ps. is a king (Psalms 63:11), who is at a distance from the sanctuary, and in danger from eager foes. If the title be correct it must refer, not to David's earlier experiences in the reign of Saul (1 Samuel 22:5), but to the time when his flight from Absalom led him through the wilderness of Judah, between Jerusalem and the Jordan (2 Samuel 15:23-28). His longing for God's presence (Psalms 63:1-2) passes into joyful confidence (Psalms 63:3-8) and certain expectation of his enemies' overthrow.

1. O God, thou art my God] the 'Elohistic' equivalent of 'O Lord, thou art my God.' Early] RM 'earnestly.'

2. RV 'So (or 'thus') have I looked upon thee in the sanctuary, To see thy power and thy glory.' The sanctuary may be the temporary abode of the ark at Jerusalem. It is the memory of communion with God there which inspires the Psalmist's present longing. 

4. Thus] better, 'therefore.' Lift up my hands] in prayer. In thy name] trusting in the revealed character of God. 

5. Hunger is now substituted for thirst to describe the spiritual longing which God satisfies.

6. The night watches] were three hi number—the first, the middle, and the morning watches.

8. The clinging effort of the human soul and the upholding grasp of God are the two sides of the relationship of faith. 

9. The lower parts of the earth] the under-world of Sheol. 

10. Foxes] jackals. 

11. By him] by God: see Isaiah 65:16.

64 Psalm 64 

Verses 1-10
This is a Ps. on a familiar theme. The Psalmist's life is in danger. He describes the injurious words and malicious plans of his enemies, and foretells how their overthrow will be a warning to all who see it, and a new ground for the righteous to rejoice in God. The same figure (shooting an arrow) is employed both for the assaults of the wicked and for their discomfiture by God.

4. In secret] RV 'in secret places.' The perfect] the upright man: cp. Psalms 37:37. Fear not] regard neither God nor man. 

5. Matter] RV 'purpose.' They say, Who shall see them?] cp. Psalms 10:11. 

6. They accomplish, etc.] better, 'we have perfected, say they, a careful device.'

8. RV 'So shall they be made to stumble, their own tongue being against them,' their evil words coming back upon themselves. See them] 'see their desire upon them': cp. Psalms 54:7.

Flee away] RV 'wag the head,' in scorn: see Psalms 22:7; Jeremiah 48:27. 

9. Note the contrast with Psalms 28:5.

65 Psalm 65 

Verses 1-13
The allusions to the Temple worship show that this Ps. belongs to a later age than David's. As to its occasion we can gather that a national religious festival at Jerusalem was in view (Psalms 65:1-4), that a striking national deliverance had produced a wide-spread impression of God's power (Psalms 65:5-8), and that a favourable season gave promise of an abundant harvest (Psalms 65:9-13). The presentation of the firstfruits at the Passover (Leviticus 23:10-14) would suit the first and last conditions, and the repulse of the Assyrian invasion in Hezekiah's reign would fulfil the second.

1. Waiteth] 'is silent,' an obscure expression. LXX has' praise beseemeth thee.'

2. All flesh] God is thought of as the God, not only of Israel, but of all the world: cp. 5b. 

3. Me.. our] The Psalmist speaks, now for himself, now in the name of the nation. 

4. Even of thy holy temple] RV 'the holy place of thy temple.'

5. By terrible things] by impressive deliverances. In righteousness] connected with 'thou wilt answer us' (RV). 

7. People] RV 'peoples.'

8. Thy tokens] the manifestations of Thy power. Outgoings, etc.] the gates of morning and evening, the E. and the W. Rejoice] shout for joy—the inhabitants of E. and W. are meant.

9. With the river, etc.] RV 'the river of God is full of water.' The rain is meant, or its source in the sky. Thou preparest, etc.] RV 'thou providest them corn when thou hast so prepared the earth,' i.e. by the plentiful early rain (Nov.-Feb.). 

10. Ridges] RV 'furrows.' Settlest] levellest. Furrows] RV 'ridges.'

11. Read, 'Thou crownest the year of thy goodness' (RM). The prospect of a rich harvest was only the last gift in a year of many blessings and deliverances. Thy paths drop fatness] God is pictured as walking through the land, and causing fertilising showers to fall wherever He treads.

12. The wilderness] not a desert, but open pasture-land—a 'steppe' or 'veldt.' The little hills, etc.] RV 'the hills are girded with joy'—a fine poetic personification of nature which the next v. continues.

66 Psalm 66 

Verses 1-20
This Ps. triumphantly celebrates a great national deliverance. The whole earth is summoned to join in the chorus of praise (Psalms 66:1-4). The memories of the exodus are recalled (Psalms 66:5-7), but only as an introduction to more recent trials and triumphs (Psalms 66:8-12), and the Ps. ends with vows of lavish sacrifice (Psalms 66:13-15), and with enthusiastic testimony to God's great goodness (Psalms 66:16-20). The failure of Sennacherib's invasion, and the return from Babylon have each been suggested as the occasion of the Ps., and the former is the more probable. There is a striking change from 'we' and 'us' (Psalms 66:1-12) to 'I' and 'me' (Psalms 66:13-20), which is best explained by supposing that the Psalmist at first merges himself in the nation, and afterwards regards his people's deliverance in the light of a personal blessing, as it has been an answer to personal prayer.

3. Art thou in thy works] RV 'are thy works': see 65s. 

6. The sea] the Red Sea. Flood] RV 'river,' the Jordan. There] both at the Red Sea and at the Jordan.

8. People] RV 'peoples.' These foreign nations are to praise 'our God,' Israel's God.

9. Holdeth] RM 'putteth,' or better, 'hath set.' There is a definite allusion to a recent deliverance from national ruin. Suffereth not] better, 'hath not suffered.'

10-12. The peril is described in a succession of figures, the refining furnace, the net, the burden, the prostration of the vanquished under the trampling of the victors' horses, fire, water.

11. Affliction] RV 'a sore burden.'

13. Pay.. my vows] make the offerings I promised.

15. Incense of rams] not actual incense, but the 'sweet savour' of the burning flesh.

16. For my soul] for the deliverance of my life: see Psalms 66:9. 

17. He was extolled, etc.] RM 'high praise was under my tongue,' ready to break forth when prayer should be answered.

18. RM 'If I had regarded iniquity.. the Lord would not hear.' The answer of God was the proof that the prayer had been offered from an upright heart.

67 Psalm 67 

Verses 1-7
This short and joyful Ps. is in the first place a harvest thanksgiving (Psalms 67:6), perhaps at the Feast of Tabernacles. God's goodness to Israel reveals Him also to the nations (Psalms 67:2), and calls forth their praise (Psalms 67:3, Psalms 67:5), their submission (Psalms 67:4), and their worship (Psalms 67:7). There is a symmetrical parallelism on either side of the middle verse, Psalms 67:5 corresponding to Psalms 67:3, and Psalms 67:6-7 to Psalms 67:1, Psalms 67:2.

1. This v. is partly taken from the priestly benediction (Numbers 6:24), but with the change of 'the Lord'(Jehovah) into 'God' (Elohim).

2. Thy way] of dealing with men. Saving health] salvation. 

3. People] RV'peoples.' S o in Psalms 67:4, Psalms 67:5. 

4. Righteously] RV 'with equity.' Govern] RM'lead,' as H e led Israel. 

6. RV 'The earth hath yielded her increase.'

68 Psalm 68 

Verses 1-35
This is one of the grandest of the Pss., but its origin and date are involved in much obscurity. It contains expressions borrowed from the Blessing of Moses (Deuteronomy 33) and the Song of Deborah (Judges 5), and presents several parallels with the exilic prophecy of Isaiah 40-66. It may be assigned with some probability to the close of the exile, in which case it is to be regarded as a triumphant anticipation of God's victory over His enemies in the restoration of His people from the Babylonian captivity. After an inspiring prelude (Psalms 68:1-6) the Psalmist recalls some of God's triumphs in the past—at the exodus and in the wilderness (Psalms 68:7-10), in the conquest of C anaan (Psalms 68:11-14), and. in the choice of Zion as His dwelling (Psalms 68:15-18). God next appears as the present Saviour of His people and as the Vanquisher of their enemies (Psalms 68:19-23). Then comes a picture of a triumphal procession of a reunited Israel in honour of His victory (Psalms 68:24-27), and of heathen kings bringing tribute to Jerusalem (Psalms 68:28-31). A magnificent doxology (Psalms 68:32-35) closes the Ps., which is another of the Pss. for Whit Sunday.

1. Taken from the invocation of Moses at the moving of the ark (Numbers 10:35), with the change of Lord (Jehovah) into God (Elohim).

2, 3. The wicked.. the righteous] the heathen and Israel respectively. 

4. Extol.. heavens] RV 'cast up a high way for him that rideth through the deserts': cp. Isaiah 40:3. By his name JAH] RV 'his name is JAH,' an abbreviation of Jehovah, as in Hallelujah.

5. His holy habitation] heaven: see Deuteronomy 26:15.

6. In families] RM 'in a house.' Those.. chains] RV 'the prisoners into prosperity': cp. Isaiah 61:1; Psalms 146:7. Dwell in a dry (RV 'parched')land] like the rebellious Israelites who perished in the wilderness.

7. 8. A free quotation from the Song of Deborah (Judges 5:4-5). Note again the substitution of 'God' for 'Lord.' Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

8. The heavens also dropped] in the rain which accompanied the thunderstorms of Sinai: see Psalms 77:17. 

9. A plentiful rain] here a figure for all the blessings of the sojourn in the wilderness. Omit whereby with RV. 

10. Hath dwelt] RV 'dwelt.' Therein] in the wilderness. Hast prepared] RV 'didst prepare.' The poor] or afflicted, the needy wanderers in the desert.

11. Gave the word] secured the victory by his simple command. Great was the company, etc.] RV 'the women that publish the tidings are a great host.' In the East it is the women who celebrate victories with song and dance: see 1 Samuel 18:6, 1 Samuel 18:7. Psalms 68:12-13 are the words of the women. 

12. Another echo of Deborah's Song (Judges 5:30). The kings are the kings of Canaan subdued by Joshua.

13. Among the pots] RV 'among the sheepfolds,' another phrase from Deborah's Song (Judges 5:16), where it rebukes the inactivity of the Reubenites. RV reads, 'will ye lie.. sheepfolds, as the wings of a dove,' etc., in the same sense of reproof. But the best rendering is in RM, 'When ye lie among the sheepf olds' (i.e. when ye return to your homes) 'it is as the wings,' etc., describing the brightness and peace of the prosperous time after the conquest of Canaan. Some understand the silver and gold to refer to the spoils of the victors. 

14. It was white, etc.] RV 'It was as when it snoweth in Zalmon.' Zalmon was a wooded hill near Shechem (Judges 9:48). The scattered kings of C anaan were like the driven snowflakes seen against the dark green background.

15. RV 'A mountain of God' (i.e. a great mountain: see Psalms 36:6), 'is the mountain of Bashan; an high mountain is the mountain of Bashan.' Hermon, which bounds Bashan on the N., is probably meant. Though it is so lofty God has chosen Zion in preference to it (Psalms 68:16). 

16. RV 'Why look ye askance' (i.e. why are ye jealous), 'ye high mountains, at the mountain' (Zion), 'which God hath desired for his abode?'

17. Thousands of angels] RV 'thousands upon thousands.' God enters Zion in a great procession of His heavenly armies: cp. Deuteronomy 33:2. As in Sinai, etc.] RM 'Sinai is in the sanctuary.' The holy associations of Sinai are transferred to Zion.

18. Having taken possession of Zion God has returned to His heavenly throne. Captivity] RV 'thy captivity,' thy band of captives. See Deborah's Song (Judges 5:12). For men.. for the rebellious] RV 'among men.. among the rebellious.' God's conquered enemies pay Him tribute. St. Paul's quotation in Ephesians 4:8 changes 'received' into 'gave.'

19. Loadeth us with benefits] RV 'beareth our burden.'

20. RV 'God is unto us a God of deliverances: and unto Jehovahthe Lord,' etc. The issues from death] the ways of escape from death, which God can provide.

21. Wound] RV 'smite through.' The hairy scalp] the long flowing locks which were the sign of the warrior's strength and of his devotion to his cause. See Deuteronomy 32:42; RM, and the Song of Deborah (Judges 5:2), where we should read 'For that flowing locks were worn in Israel.'

22. Bring; my people] RV 'bring them,' i.e. Israel's enemies, who will be gathered for vengeance from the most inaccessible hiding places. Bashan was a country of intricate and rocky retreats. 

23. RV 'That thou mayest dip thy foot in blood, that the tongue of thy dogs may have its portion from thine enemies.' God is still the speaker, and Israel is addressed. For the tone cp. Psalms 58:10.

24. In] RV 'into.'

26. From the fountain] RV 'ye that are of the fountain,' all the descendants of Jacob: cp. Deuteronomy 33:28. 

27. With their ruler] RV 'their ruler,' the tribe from which the first king was taken (1 Samuel 9:21).

Council] 'company.' Zebulon and Naphtali (see Judges 5:18) represent the northern kingdom, Benjamin and Judah the southern.

28. Read, 'O God, command thy strength: be strong, O God, thou that hast wrought for us.'

30. The company of spearmen] RV 'the wild beast of the reeds,' the hippopotamus, the symbol of Egypt. Bulls, with the calves of the people (RV 'peoples')] heathen kings and their subjects. Till every one submit, etc.] RV 'trampling under foot the pieces of silver.' God treats the tribute of the heathen with contempt. 

31. Egypt] as Israel's ancient enemy. Ethiopia] as one of the remotest of lands. 

33, 34 Cp. Deuteronomy 33:26-27.

69 Psalm 69 

Verses 1-36
This whole Ps. should be compared with Psalms 22, 31, 35, 38, , 40. It is the prayer of one who is in deep distress, wrongfully persecuted by enemies, and conscious that, though he is sinful, his sufferings are due to his fidelity to God (Psalms 69:1-12). He pleads for deliverance (Psalms 69:13-20) and calls upon God to take the severest vengeance on his adversaries (Psalms 69:21-28). The Ps. closes with a triumphant strain of praise (Psalms 69:29-36). Psalms 69:35 points to a date long after the age of David—either during the exile, or, more probably, in the last years of the Jewish monarchy (see Jeremiah 33:10; Jeremiah 34:7).

The situation of the writer closely resembles that of Jeremiah, and the numerous parallels between the Ps. and his prophecies give colour to the conjecture that he may have been its author. This Ps. is more frequently quoted in the NT. than any other, except Psalms 22.

Title.—Shoshannim] see on Psalms 45.

1. Are come in unto my soul] threaten my very life. 

2. Mire.. deep waters] to be understood figuratively of danger and distress.

3. Weary of] RV 'weary with.'

4. I restored, etc.] RM 'I had to restore,' etc., possibly a proverbial phrase for unjust treatment. 

7. Cp. Jeremiah 15:15. 

8. Cp. Jeremiah 12:6.

9. The zeal, etc.] The Psalmist was consumed by his devotion to God's cause. Thine house] either the actual Temple, profaned by idolatry, or the Jewish nation, fallen from its high ideal. For the latter sense, see Jeremiah 11:15; Jeremiah 12:7; Jeremiah 23:11. The clause is quoted in John 2:17.

The reproaches, etc.] see Jeremiah 6:10; Jeremiah 20:8. The words are applied to Christ in Romans 15:3.

11. Sackcloth] the sign of mourning. A proverb] or byword. 

12. The gate] the open space beside the city gate where worthless loafers gathered.

13. In an acceptable time] lit. 'in a time of good pleasure,' i.e. at the time thou pleasest.

The truth of thy salvation] the faithfulness of Thy saving grace. 

15. The pit] may be, like the waters, a general metaphor for trouble, but it is more likely that the grave is meant.

18. Cp. Jeremiah 15:21. 

19. Thou hast known] RV 'thou knowest': cp. Jeremiah 12:3; Jeremiah 15:15; Jeremiah 18:23.

20. Hath broken my heart] cp. Jeremiah 23:9.

21. Gall] some bitter and poisonous plant, perhaps the poppy. Vinegar] wine become sour and undrinkable. The language is figurative, and perhaps proverbial, for cruel mockery of one in trouble. In spite of the verbal coincidence in Matthew 27:34, the treatment of Christ by the soldiers had not this character, but was intended to allay His sufferings; and, except as to the fact of His thirst (John 19:28), there is no direct reference in the Gospels to this v.

22. And that which.. welfare] RV 'and when they are in peace.' This v. is quoted freely along with Psalms 69:23 in Romans 11:9. 

23. A prayer that blindness and paralysis may fall upon the Psalmist's enemies. 

25. This v. is quoted freely (from LXX) in Acts 1:20. 

26. Talk to the grief] RV 'tell of the sorrow.' LXX 'add to the sorrow.'

27. Add iniquity, etc.] cause their guilt to be filled up, rather than forgiven. Into thy righteousness] into the salvation which God's righteousness secures for His people. 

28. The book of the living] RV 'of life,' the list of the righteous who are to be preserved alive. The reference is not to the future but to the present life.

31. Praise is the truest sacrifice: cp. Psalms 50:13, Psalms 50:14. Hath horns and hoofs] is full grown as well as ceremonially clean (Leviticus 11:3). 

33. His prisoners] perhaps an allusion to the victims of the first captivity (2 Kings 24:10-16).

70 Psalm 70 

Verses 1-5
This Ps. is simply a repetition of Psalms 40:13-17, with a few variations. 'Lord' (Jehovah) is changed, into 'God' (Elohim) except in Psalms 70:1; On the other hand, 'Elohim' is changed into 'Jehovah' in Psalms 70:5. By a change of one letter in the Hebrew 'turned back' is substituted for 'desolate' in Psalms 70:3, and 'make haste unto me' appears instead of 'thinketh upon me' in Psalms 70:5. The five vv. composing the Ps. constitute a cry to God for help and deliverance.

Title: see on Psalms 38.

71 Psalm 71 

Verses 1-24
This Ps. of prayer (Psalms 71:1-13) and praise (Psalms 71:14-24) was apparently written by an old man (Psalms 71:9, Psalms 71:18) and in the time of the exile. Some parts of it are undoubtedly national, but much of it expresses personal experience and desire and faith. It is largely made up of extracts from other Pss., yet it has a unity and a beauty of its own.

1-3. Practically taken from Psalms 31:1-3. 

5, 6. See Psalms 22:9, Psalms 22:10. 

7. As a wonder unto many] a striking example of God's mysterious chastisement of His own: see Isaiah 52:14.; 

12. See Isaiah 22:11; Isaiah 40:13.

13. See Psalms 35:4, Psalms 35:26 : cp. also Psalms 71:24.

15. I know not the numbers] cp. Psalms 40:5. 

16. Go in the strength] RV 'come with the mighty acts,' bringing them as the subject of the song.

18. This generation] RV 'the next generation.'

20. For me read 'us' all through this v. (RV). The Psalmist predicts a resurrection of his nation which is, as it were, dead and buried in its exile. 

21. Thou shalt increase] RV 'increase thou.' Comfort me on every side] RV 'turn again and comfort me.'

72 Psalm 72 

Verses 1-20
Title.—A Psalm for (RV 'of') Solomon.

The title in AV suggests that David is the writer, and Solomon the subject, of this Ps., but, as RV shows, the authorship is really ascribed to Solomon. The Ps., however, appears rather to be the prayer of a subject for the king. Some actual ruler—Solomon, Hezekiah, or another—is no doubt in view, but, as in Psalms 45, the royal figure is so idealised that the Ps. becomes truly Messianic, and applicable only to the perfect divine King, though it is nowhere expressly quoted in this sense in the NT. The justice and beneficence of the king's reign, the world-wide extent of his dominion, the prosperity of his country, and the perpetuity of his fame, are successively described. Psalms 72:18-19 are the closing doxology of Book 2 of the Psalter, and Psalms 72:20 is an instructive editorial note.

1. Judgments.. righteousness] the qualities of a great and upright ruler: see Psalms 72:2. The king's son] a parallel expression for the king.

2. Thy poor] the class who suffered most from unjust and oppressive rulers. 

3. By righteousness] RV 'in righteousness.' Under a righteous government peace will be the fruit that grows on all the wooded slopes of the land: see Isaiah 32:17. 

5. They shall fear thee] not the king, but God. LXX reads instead, 'He shall endure as long as the sun, and while the moon doth shine.'

6. Upon the mown grass] to start the new growth. LXX and V ulg. render, 'upon a fleece': cp. PBV 'into a fleece of wool.'

7. The metaphor of Psalms 72:6 is continued. 'Righteousness' (LXX) and peace are the vegetation which springs up after the fertilising showers.

8-11. These vv. should be read as a prayer rather than as a prediction. 'May he have dominion.. M ay they bow,' etc. 

8. From sea to sea] from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean. The river] RV 'the River,' the Euphrates in the E. The ends of the earth] the extreme W: see Exodus 23:31. 1 Kings 4:21. 

9. They that dwell in the wilderness] the wandering desert tribes. Lick the dust] the attitude of abject submission. 

10. Tarshish] probably Tartessus in Spain: see on Psalms 48:7. The isles] the coast-lands of the Mediterranean. Sheba] Saba in S. Arabia. Seba] an unknown locality, elsewhere connected with Ethiopia (Isaiah 43:8; Isaiah 45:14).

12. The poor also, etc.] RV 'and the poor that hath no helper.'

14. Precious shall their blood be] Human life will be protected, and not held cheap, as it is where tyranny flourishes.

15. He shall live] better, 'May he live, and may men give him.. may they pray,' etc. For him] PBV renders, 'prayer shall be made ever unto him': an indefensible translation, which has arisen from an exclusive reference of the Ps. to Christ.

16, 17. These vv. also are best read as a prayer. 'May there be.. may his name endure,'etc. 

16. An handful] RV 'abundance.'

In the earth] better, 'in the land.' Shake like Lebanon] wave or rustle like the cedars of Lebanon. They of the city, etc.] better, 'may men spring forth out of the city like grass of the earth.'

17. Be blessed] RM 'bless themselves': see Genesis 22:18; Genesis 26:4 (RM), and cp. Isaiah 65:16.

20. See Intro, to Book 2.

73 Psalm 73 

Verses 1-28
This, like Psalms 37, 49, and the book of Job, deals with the perplexing problempresented to thoughtful minds by the prosperity of the wicked and the sufferings of the righteous. The Psalmist has been deeply exercised by this question (Psalms 73:2-14), and after struggling with doubt (Psalms 73:15-16) has learned in the sanctuary of God to understand the end of the wicked (Psalms 73:17-20), and to repent of his own unbelieving thoughts (Psalms 73:21-22). He has found rest in the conviction that the only true and lasting blessedness lies in the fellowship of God—a fellowship which ensures present guidance and future welcome (Psalms 73:23-24), which is the object of his supreme desire (Psalms 73:25), and which is independent of all possible change (Psalms 73:26). Separation from God is destruction (Psalms 73:27). Nearness to God is happiness (Psalms 73:28). There is no indication in the Ps. as to its date, except the allusion in Psalms 73:17 to the existence of the Temple.

Title.—See Intro, to Book 3.

1. The conclusion reached by faith precedes the account of the struggle with doubt. Of a clean heart] a spiritual rather than a merely national conception of Israel. 

3. Foolish] RV 'arrogant.'

4. Most scholars read, 'For they have no torments; sound and stalwart is their body.'

6. Compasseth.. chain] RV 'is as a chain about their neck,' in the sense of an ornament: see Proverbs 1:9. 

7. Render, 'Their iniquity cometh forth from the heart: the imaginations of their mind overflow.'

8. RV 'They scoff, and in wickedness utter oppression.'

9. Against] RV 'in,' a description of pride. 

10. His people] the followers and imitators of the wicked man. Return hither] better, 'turn hither,' after the wicked man's example. Wrung out to (RV 'by') them] rather, 'are supped up by them.' They drink in the wicked man's principles, or share in his prosperity: see PBV.

12-14 are best understood as the utterance of the Psalmist's doubts. 

15. Say] RV 'had said.' Should offend against] RV 'had dealt treacherously with.' Thy chudren] God's true people, of whom the Psalmist was one, and to whom he felt that he dare not be disloyal. This thought is a practical refutation of doubt, even before the theoretical answer is found.

16. To know] RV 'how I might, know.'

17. Then.. end] RV 'and considered their latter end.' Difficulties are resolved and the soul strengthened against the temptations of doubt in the presence and communion of God, as enjoyed in His sanctuary. 

20. When thou awakest] better, 'when Thou stirrest up Thyself.' Their image] not themselves. The end of the wicked is nothingness. It is only a shadow of them that survives for God to contemplate.

22. Foolish] RV 'brutish.'

23. Thou hast holden, etc.] Though the grasp of faith on God may waver, fellowship with Him depends most of all on His grasp of His people.

24. The experience of God's fellowship contains in itself a promise that it will continue and become closer. This thought plainly leads to belief in immortality. 

26. My flesh and my heart] both the outer and the inner man. Though both of these should perish, something would yet remain in eternal union with God. 

27. Whoring] a familiar OT. figure for departure from God.

Verses 1-52

Book 3
There are two groups of Pss. in this book, Psalms 73-83 being Psalms of Asaph, and Psalms 84-88 (except 86) Psalms of the Sons of Korah. The likeness of the title of Psalms 89 to that of Psalms 88 suggests that it belongs to the same group. The Sons of Asaph and the Sons of Korah were guilds of singers connected with the second Temple (2 Chronicles 20:19; Ezra 2:41; Nehemiah 7:44), and these groups of Pss. belong to collections made by them for the Temple services.

The Psalms of Asaph, though of different dates, are of a similar character, having many features in common. They are national and historical Pss., setting forth God's working in history, expressing national wants, and suggesting lessons from the past for use in the future. These Pss. have a definite doctrine of God. On the one hand, He is the Shepherd of Israel (Psalms 80:1), and the people are the sheep of His pasture (Psalms 74:1; Psalms 77:20; Psalms 79:13). This idea is frequently suggested, and it is elaborated at length in Psalms 78. On the other hand, God is the Judge (Psalms 75:7), defending Israel against enemies (Psalms 76:3-6), executing His judgments against the wicked (Psalms 76:8-9), and also administering justice to the poor and defending them from oppressors (Psalms 82:2-4). Another feature of these Pss. is the way in which history is used for instruction, admonition, and encouragement. Psalms 78 is a lesson of comfort and courage from the past experiences of the nation (cp. Psalms 77:11; Psalms 80:8-10; Psalms 81:7, Psalms 81:10; Psalms 83:9, Psalms 83:11).

The Psalms of the Sons of Korah are largely devoted to the exaltation of the Temple worship. Those who dwell in its courts are blessed (Psalms 84:4); a day spent there is better than a thousand elsewhere (Psalms 84:10). Jerusalem is the favourite place of God (Psalms 87:2); to be born there is a high privilege (Psalms 87:5); and a special blessing attends those who have it (Psalms 87:6).

The problem of the prosperity of the wicked presses upon all the Psalmists, and the author of Psalms 73 dwells upon it. Only religion enables him to bear the burden that oppresses him (Psalms 73:17); but when comforted by the thought of God's presence and healed by communion with Him, he is able to persevere in faith and hope.

Psalms 89 is frequently referred to in NT., e.g. Acts 13:22 (Psalms 89:20), 2 Thessalonians 1:10 (Psalms 89:7), Revelation 1:5 (Psalms 89:27 and Psalms 89:37); while Psalms 78:2 is applied in Matthew 13:35 to Christ's teaching by parables.

The Pss. of Asaph, like those of Book 2, are 'Elohistic': the Korahite Pss. are 'Jehovistic,' like those of Books 1, 4, and 5 (see Intro, to Book 2).

74 Psalm 74 

Verses 1-23
Psalms 74, 79 seem to reflect the same historical situation, and are usually ascribed to the same author. Both were written in a time of national calamity, when the Temple was profaned (Psalms 74), and the Israelites ruthlessly slaughtered (Psalms 79) by a heathen enemy. The occasion described must have been either the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadrezzar's army (586 b.c., 2 Kings 24; 2 Chronicles 36:11 f; Jeremiah 39:1-8; Jeremiah 52:1-4), or the persecution of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes (168-165 b.c.: see 1 Maccabees 1-4 and the Intro, to Daniel). Psalms 74:7 seems to point to the former, Psalms 74:8-9 to the latter period. After an opening appeal to God (Psalms 74:1-2) the Ps. describes the ravages of the enemy in the Temple (Psalms 74:3-7), and the distressed condition of Israel (Psalms 74:8-9). A second appeal (Psalms 74:10-11) is followed by recollection of God's past mercies, especially in leading His people from Egypt to Canaan (Psalms 74:12-15). Next comes an ascription of praise to God as the Ruler of Nature (Psalms 74:16-17), followed by a final prayer that He will vindicate His own glory, which the heathen have dishonoured (Psalms 74:18-23).

Title.—Maschil] see on Psalms 32.

1. Smoke] Like a dark thunder-cloud threatening a flock: see Psalms 18:8. 

2. The rod.. redeemed] RV 'which thou hast redeemed to be the tribe of thine inheritance.'

3. Lift up thy feet unto] Hasten to see. 

4. Their ensigns] either military standards or religious emblems: see 1 Maccabees 1:47, 1 Maccabees 1:54-55, 1 Maccabees 1:59. 

5. A man.. lifted up] RP 'They seemed as men that lifted up.' The thick trees] RV 'a thicket of trees.'

8. Synagogues] The mention of these points to the later date for the Ps., as they only arose after the return from the Babylonian exile. 

9. Our signs] either God's miraculous interpositions, or Jewish religious customs such as sacrifice, circumcision, and sabbath-observance, all of which Antiochus Epiphanes forbade under the heaviest penalties: see 1 Maccabees 1:45, 1 Maccabees 1:48, 1 Maccabees 1:50. No more any prophet, etc.] This hardly applies to the Babylonian capture of Jerusalem, when both Jeremiah and Ezekiel were alive, and when the former had foretold that the captivity would last 70 years. For the absence of prophets in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes see 1 Maccabees 4:46; 1 Maccabees 9:27; 1 Maccabees 14:41.

11. The last clause is condensed in the original. RV adds to the last clause, and consume them.'

13. The sea] the Red Sea: Exodus 14:21. The dragons] 'sea monsters,' a figure for Egypt.

14. Leviathan] probably the crocodile, another figure for Egypt: cp. Ezekiel 29:3-5; Ezekiel 32:1-5
The people inhabiting the wilderness] the wild beasts of the desert. 

15. Cleave the fountain] i.e. cleave the rock from which the fountain flowed: see Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:8. Rivers] the Jordan: Joshua 3:13; Joshua 4:23. 

16, 17. The signs of God's presence in nature. 

18. The foolish people] RV 'a foolish people,' a heathen nation: see Deuteronomy 32:21. 

20. Of the earth] better, 'of the land,' the hiding-places to which the Israelites were pursued by their enemies: see 1 Maccabees 1:53; 1 Maccabees 2:27-38. 

23. Increaseth] RV 'ascendeth.'

75 Psalm 75 

Verses 1-10
In contrast with the plaintive strains of Psalms 74 this is a Ps. of thanksgiving for some national deliverance (Psalms 75:1). It celebrates God as the Judge of all the earth, who interposes in His own time amid the confusions of men (Psalms 75:2-3). His enemies are warned against pride (Psalms 75:4-8) by the certainty that His cup of punishment is prepared for the wicked (Psalms 75:8). The Ps. ends with an ascription of praise (Psalms 75:9), and a declaration of God's righteous purpose (Psalms 75:10). In Psalms 75:2-3, Psalms 75:10, God Himself is the speaker. There is nothing to indicate the date or occasion of the Ps., which presents some parallels with the Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-10).

Title.—(RV) Al-tashheth] see on Psalms 57.

1b. RV 'for thy name is near: Men tell of thy wondrous works.' God's 'name' means His saving presence (Isaiah 30:27). 

2. God speaks. Receive the congregation] RV 'find the set time' for judgment. 

3. Bear up] RV 'have set up.' God's moral order stands sure even when it seems that' the world is out of joint': cp. 1 Samuel 2:4. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4; 

4. Fools] RV 'arrogant': cp. 1 Samuel 2:4. 

4, 5. 'Lifting up the horn' and having 'a stiff neck' are figures for self-exaltation and obstinacy. 

6. Read, 'For neither from.. cometh judgment.' Foreign invasions of Israel generally came from the N., and deliverance might naturally be looked for from some of the other quarters mentioned.

7. Setteth up] RV 'lifteth up': cp. 1 Samuel 2:6, 1 Samuel 2:7.

8. A cup] The same figure for God's punishment is found in Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:15; Jeremiah 48:26; Jeremiah 49:12.

76 Psalm 76 

Verses 1-12
Like the previous Ps. this is a song of national deliverance, which may have been called forth, as the title in LXX suggests, by the overthrow of Sennacherib's army (2 Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Isaiah 37:36). In Psalms 76:1-6 God is described as returning to His dwelling-place in Zion from the mountains where He has overthrown His adversaries. In Psalms 76:7-9 another figure is introduced which represents God as uttering sentence from heaven upon His enemies, while the earth is hushed in silence. Psalms 76:10 explains how God gains glory even from the rebelliousness of men, and Psalms 76:11-12 call the whole world to render Him the homage which is due to His terrible majesty.

Title.—Neginoth] see on Psalms 4.

2. Salem] Jerusalem. 

3. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4.

4. More glorious.. than] RV 'glorious.. from.' Mountains of prey] God comes back like a lion from hunting and slaying His foes.

8. Judgment] RV 'sentence.' 10b. RV 'the residue.. gird upon thee.' The spent and powerless anger of men is worn as an ornament by God, or becomes His sword by which they are destroyed.

77 Psalm 77 

Verses 1-20
The Ps. records the writer's experience of personal perplexity and darkness, which, however, has been caused by the contemplation of Israel's national distress. It may be dated appropriately in the time of the exile. Psalms 77:1-3 describe the Psalmist's trouble, in which even prayer has brought no comfort. Psalms 77:4-9 speak of his meditations on the brighter past, which lead to the question whether God has finally rejected His people. In Psalms 77:10-20 he turns for comfort to the story of God's wonderful works of old, and dwells especially upon His deliverance of Israel from Egypt (Psalms 77:15), His sublime manifestation of power at the Red Sea (Psalms 77:16-19), and His guidance of His people through the wilderness (Psalms 77:20). At this point the Ps. comes to an abrupt close.

Title.—Jeduthun] see on Psalms 39.

1. Cried.. gave] RV 'will cry.. will give.'

2. My sore ran] RV 'my hand was stretched out,' in the attitude of prayer. 

3. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

4. Mine eyes waking] rather, 'the guards of my eyes.' The eyelids are kept from closing. 

6. My song in the night] a former time of happiness and praise: see Psalms 42:8; Job 35:10.

10. This is my infirmity] The Psalmist here recognises that his doubts are due to his own weakness and not to any change in God. 

10b. RM reads, 'That the right hand of the Most High doth change,' which may be taken as an exclamation, mentioning the idea only to dismiss it as impossible. 

11. Remember] RV 'make mention of.'

12. Talk of] RV 'muse on.'

13. In the sanctuary] RV 'in holiness.'

14. People] RV 'peoples.'

15. The sons of Jacob and Joseph] Jacob represents the kingdom of Judah, and Joseph (father of Ephraim and Manasseh) the northern kingdom of Israel. The division of the nation is clearly hinted at: see on Psalms 80:1, Psalms 80:2.

16. The waters] the Red Sea: Exodus 14:21-31.

17. Sound] thunder. Arrows] lightning.

18. Heaven] RV 'whirlwind.'

19. Is., are] RV 'was.. were.' Footsteps.. not known] when the waters had returned to their place.

78 Psalm 78 

Verses 1-72
This long historical Ps. may be compared with Psalms 105, 106, and with Deuteronomy 32. It traces the course of God's relations with His people from the exodus down to the time of David, and dwells on the repeated manifestations of Israel's rebelliousness, on the chastisements by which they were visited, and on the patient mercy of God which continued to bless them in spite of all their sins. The Ps. does not follow a strict chronological order, but records first Israel's ingratitude for God's provision of food and drink in the wilderness (Psalms 78:12-34), and afterwards the plagues of Egypt (Psalms 78:43-51), the journey to Canaan (Psalms 78:52-55), the defections of Israel in the days of the Judges (Psalms 78:56-58), the calamities of the Philistine wars (Psalms 78:56-64), and the establishment of David's kingdom (Psalms 78:65-72). While the conduct of the whole nation is in view throughout the Ps. the tribe of Ephraim is singled out for special condemnation at the first (Psalms 78:9-11), and emphasis is afterwards laid on its rejection in favour of Judah, and on the rejection of Shiloh in favour of Jerusalem as the national sanctuary (Psalms 78:67-69). The date of the Ps. is subsequent to the building of the Temple (Psalms 78:69), but apparently before its destruction by the Babylonians. The phrase 'the Holy One of Israel' (Psalms 78:41) is characteristic of Isaiah's prophecies (Isaiah 6:13; Isaiah 10:17; Isaiah 29:23), and suggests that the Ps. was written in or after his time. The historical allusions are confined to the primitive narrative of the Pentateuch (JE), which was earlier than the exile. The references to Ephraim indicate a time after the disruption of the kingdom (1 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 10), but the object of the Ps. was probably not to rebuke Ephraim, but rather to warn the whole nation by recalling the lessons of the past.

1. Law] RM 'teaching.'

2. Parable] in the sense of 'didactic poem.' Dark sayings] lit. 'riddles.' The history of Israel is an enigma, requiring an explanation such as the Psalmist gives. These two words occur together in Psalms 49:4; Proverbs 1:6; Ezekiel 17:2. The v. is quoted in Matthew 13:34-35 with reference to Christ's method of teaching by parables. 

3, 4. The vv. are connected. Read, 'The things which we have heard.. we will not hide from their children': cp. Deuteronomy 4:9; Deuteronomy 6:7; Deuteronomy 11:19.

9. This v. does not refer to a particular incident, but is a general figurative description of Ephraim's opportunity and failure, anticipating what is said in Psalms 78:67. Even before the revolt of Jeroboam Ephraim had shown a tendency to rivalry with Judah (2 Samuel 19:41 to 2 Samuel 20:22).

12. Zoan] Tanis, a city in the Delta of the Nile: see Psalms 78:43. 

18, 21. Cp. Exodus 16, 17 Null.

26. The wind that brought the quails (Numbers 11:31). 

29. Their own desire] RV 'that they lusted after.'

36, 37. There was no real change of heart. His covenant] see Exodus 24:7.

40. Provoke] RV 'rebel against.'

41. Limited] RV 'provoked.'

43-51. The plagues in Egypt. 

44. Floods] RV 'streams.'

45. Divers sorts] RV'swarms.'

47. Frost] RM 'great hailstones.'

48. Hot thunderbolts] lightning (Exodus 9:24). 

49. By sending evil angels among them] RV 'aband of evil angels,' the disasters being personified as messengers of God. 

51. Tabernacles] RV 'tents.'

Ham] or Kem, meaning 'black,' because of the soil, was the Egyptian name for Egypt.

54. Sanctuary] the land of Canaan, as sacred to God. This mountain] the mountain land of Canaan: cp. Exodus 15:17. 

55. Heathen] RV 'nations.' Divided.. an inheritance] see Joshua 13, etc.

56-64. The reference is to the days of the Judges. 

57. Unfaithfully] RV 'treacherously.'

A deceitful bow] which causes the archer to miss the mark (Hosea 7:16). 

60. Shiloh] see on Judges 18:31; 1 Samuel 1:3, 1 Samuel 1:24; Jeremiah 7:12-14; Jeremiah 26:6.

61. Strength.. glory] the ark: see 1 Samuel 4.

64. Priests] see 1 Samuel 4:11. Made no lamentation] In the perils of the time mourning rites could not be observed: see Job 27:15.

65. For this bold figure cp. Isaiah 42:13, Isaiah 42:14.

66. In the hinder parts] RV 'backward.'

67. Joseph.. Ephraim] Joseph was the father of Ephraim. Both names are used for the northern kingdom as a whole. Shiloh, where the ark had been, was in the territory of Ephraim. Now it was taken to Zion.

69. High palaces] RV'heights,'the heavens. Like the earth] firm as the earth. 

71. Great with young] RV 'that give suck,' as in Isaiah 40:11.

79 Psalm 79 

Verses 1-13
For the occasion and date of this Ps. see intro. to Psalms 74. It gives a pathetic picture of the calamities that have fallen upon God's people (Psalms 79:1-4), entreats God to withdraw His anger from them, to forgive their sins, and to avenge them on the heathen (Psalms 79:5-12), that they may give Him perpetual praise (Psalms 79:13).

1. Jerusalem on heaps] This is truer of the Babylonian captivity than of the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

6. Quoted from Jeremiah 10:25. 

8. Former iniquities] RV 'the iniquities of our forefathers,' which are regarded as justly punished by the present calamities. Prevent] in the Old English sense of 'go before,' anticipate our need. 

9. Here as in Psalms 74 God's.regard for His own glory is the Psalmist's chief plea.

10b. RV'Let the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed be known among the heathen in our sight.'

11. The sighing of the prisoner] Some of the people had been carried into captivity. 

12. The prayer for vengeance expresses a moral sentiment less advanced than that of the NT. It springs, however, not from mere personal or national vindictiveness, but from a sincere religious indignation at the dishonour done to God's name.

80 Psalm 80 

Verses 1-19
This Ps. is an appeal to God to save His people from the adversities that have come upon them, and have made them the laughing stock of their enemies (Psalms 80:1-7). Their past history is recalled under the figure of a vine, once flourishing, but now wasted by wild beasts and fire (Psalms 80:8-16). Special prominence is given to the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin (Psalms 80:2). The Ps. was probably written at least after the fall of the northern kingdom (721 b.c., 2 Kings 17:5-6; 2 Kings 18:9-11), if not during the Babylonian exile. The Psalmist either belonged to that kingdom or had a special sympathy with it in its misfortunes. After the kingdom of Israel came to an end its rivalry with Judah was largely forgotten, and the later prophets cherished the hope of a restoration which would embrace the whole nation (Jeremiah 3:11-15; Jeremiah 31:1-20; Ezekiel 37:15-28).

Title.—Shoshannim-Eduth] see on Psalms 45, 60.

1. O Shepherd of Israel] a representation of God characteristic of the Asaphic Pss. (see Intro, to Book 3). Joseph] the father of Ephraim and Manasseh. The name is applied to the kingdom of the Ten Tribes. Dwellest between, etc.] RV 'sittest upon the cherubim': see Exodus 25:20-22; Ezekiel 1:26; Ezekiel 10:1. 

2. Ephraim.. Ben jamin.. Manasseh] These three tribes were the descendants of Rachel. They encamped together in the wilderness, and followed immediately after the tabernacle when Israel was marching (Numbers 2:18-24). The Psalmist prays that they may be restored to their ancient place of favour. 

3. This v. recurs as a refrain in Psalms 80:7, Psalms 80:19. Turn us again] bring us back from captivity. Cause thy face to shine] from Numbers 6:25.

8. For the vine as an emblem of Israel see Isaiah 5:1-7; Isaiah 27:2-6; Jeremiah 2:21; Ezekiel 17:1-10. 

11. The sea] the Mediterranean on the W. The river] RV 'River': the Euphrates on the E. These were the ideal boundaries of Israel (Genesis 15:18; Exodus 23:31; Deuteronomy 11:24; Psalms 72:8), which were reached, for the time in the days of Solomon (1 Kings 4:24).

13. Boar.. wild beast (RV 'beasts')] Israel's enemies, especially, perhaps, the Assyrians. 

15. Vineyard] RV 'stock'; another reading gives 'protect.'

16. They perish] The figure of the vine is dropped here.

17. Let thy hand be upon] to protect. The man of thy right hand] the nation of Israel personified, with a special allusion to the name Benjamin, which means' son of the right hand': see Psalms 80:15. Son of man] another expression for the nation in its human weakness: cp. the use of the phrase in Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:1, etc.).

18. Quicken] make alive, revive.

81 Psalm 81 

Verses 1-16
After a summons to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles (Psalms 81:1-3) this Ps. recalls the meaning of Israel's national festivals as memorials of their deliverance from Egypt (Psalms 81:4-7). From Psalms 81:6 onward God is the speaker. In Psalms 81:8-10 He repeats His ancient command to Israel to worship Him alone, and in Psalms 81:11-12 He tells of their disobedience and its consequences. The concluding vv. express His desire that Israel may now prove more loyal than of old, that He may bless them with victory over their enemies, and with all outward prosperity (Psalms 81:13-16). There is nothing to fix the date of the Ps., except that the allusion to the feast in Psalms 81:1-3 shows that either the first or the second Temple was in existence when it was written, and that Psalms 81:14-15 point to a tirae when Israel was confronted by enemies. It was after the return from the exile that the Feast of Tabernacles came into greatest prominence (Ezra 3:4; Nehemiah 8:13-17; Zechariah 14:16-19).

Title.—Gittith] see on Psalms 8.

3. In the time appointed] RV 'at the full moon.' The Feast of Tabernacles began on the 15th day of the seventh month (Leviticus 23:34), i.e. at full moon. The beginning of the same month (the new moon) was celebrated by the Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:24). 

5. He went out through] RV 'he went over' (RM 'against'): cp. Exodus 13, etc. 'He' refers to God. Where I heard.. understood not] rather, 'I heard the speech of one that I knew not,' i.e. of God. The Psalmist puts himself in the place of the ancient Israelites, and thus introduces the words of God which follow. Before the exodus God had been unknown to Israel by His name 'I Am,' or 'Jehovah' (Exodus 3:13-14; Exodus 6:2-8).

6. Pots] RV 'basket.' Baskets for carrying bricks, etc., are often represented on the Egyptian monuments. 

7. Secret place of thunder] the pillar of cloud and fire: see Exodus 14:24. Meribah] = 'Strife': see Numbers 20:13.

Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

9. is a quotation of the first commandment (Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7). 

10. Open thy mouth, etc.] So Orientals feast their favoured guests. 

12. And they walked] RV 'that they might walk.'

13-16. The verbs refer to the present—Would hearken.. would walk.. subdue.. turn.. submit.. endure.. feed.. satisfy. 

15. The haters of the lord] i.e. Israel's enemies.

Unto him] probably means 'unto Israel.'

82 Psalm 82 

Verses 1-8
This Ps. is an impeachment of unjust judges, who are officially called 'gods.' It represents them as put upon their trial at God's tribunal (Psalms 82:1). God Himself denounces their wickedness (Psalms 82:2), and reminds them of their duties (Psalms 82:3-4). In Psalms 82:5 He declares that they are incorrigible, and in Psalms 82:6-7 pronounces sentence upon them. Psalms 82:8 is the Psalmist's own prayer that God may manifest His righteous judgment to all the nations. The date of the Ps. is quite uncertain. Oriental judges have been corrupt in all ages.

1. Of the mighty] RV 'of God' (El). A heavenly assembly is meant, as in Job 1:6; Job 2:1; Zechariah 3. The gods] the judges of Israel, so called as the official representatives of God on earth. See Christ's explanation in John 10:34, John 10:35.

2. Accept] RV 'respect.'

3. Defend] RV 'judge.'

5. They know not] The judges are deaf to reproof. Out of course] RV 'moved.' Injustice leads to the wreck of society. 

6. See on Psalms 82:1. 

7. The v. contrasts the purely human fate of the unjust judges with the superhuman dignity of their calling.

83 Psalm 83 

Verses 1-18
This Ps. describes a confederacy of God's enemies, the object of which is to attack and exterminate Israel (Psalms 83:2-5). A list of the allies is given (Psalms 83:6-8). The Psalmist appeals to God to interpose (Psalms 83:1), and to deal with these hostile nations as He dealt with the Midianites (Judges 6-8) and the Canaanites (Judges 4, 5) of old (Psalms 83:9-12). Psalms 83:13-18 continue the prayer for their overthrow, in order that they may seek and acknowledge the true God. No historical occasion is known on which all the nations mentioned were leagued against Israel. The Ps. is connected by some with the invasion in the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 20), by others with the opponents of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 4:7-8), and by others still with the enemies of Judas Maccabgeus (1 Maccabees 5).

3. Thy hidden ones] those in God's protection: cp. Psalms 27:5; Psalms 31:20. 

5. Are confederate] RV 'make a covenant.'

6, 7. Edom.. Moab.. Ammon] The neighbours of Israel on the SE. and E. 

6. Tabernacles] RV 'tents.'

Ishmaelites] wandering desert tribes.

Hagarenes] or Hagrites, a nomadic tribe in the region E. of Gilead (1 Chronicles 5:10). 

7. Amalek] a tribe of the desert S. of Palestine.

Gebal] a district of Edom, S. of the Dead Sea. The Philistines] RV 'Philistia,' between Palestine and the Mediterranean on the SW.

Tyre] a city and kingdom on the NW. sea board of Palestine.

8. Assur] RV 'Assyria.' This empire did not come into close contact with Israel till after the time of Jehoshaphat. After the fall of Assyria the name was used generally for the region of the East, even under the Persian kings (Ezra 6:22). The children of Lot] the Moabites and Ammonites (Genesis 19:36-38) already mentioned, and apparently the leaders of the hostile combination.

9. Sisera.. Jabin.. Kison] see Judges 4, 5.

10. Endor] not mentioned in Judges 4, 5, but it was in the locality referred to in Judges 5:19 : see Joshua 17:11. 

11. Oreb, and.. Zeeb] the princes of Midian (Judges 7:25). Zebah, and.. Zalmunna] named as kings of Midian in Judges 8:5-21. 

13. A wheel] RV 'the whirling dust.'

15. Persecute] RV 'pursue.'

84 Psalm 84 

Verses 1-12
This Ps. sets forth the attractiveness of the Temple and its worship (Psalms 84:1-4), and the happiness of the pilgrims who gather to it from different parts of the land (Psalms 84:5-7). After a prayer for God's favour (Psalms 84:8-9), it speaks of the privilege of the humblest office in the Temple (Psalms 84:10), and closes by describing the graciousness of God (Psalms 84:11), and the blessedness of trusting Him (Psalms 84:12). The Ps. belongs to a period when the Temple was standing, and when its services were regularly carried on. If Psalms 84:9 is a prayer for the king, it must be the first Temple that is in view. Psalms 42, 43 have points of resemblance to this one, and may possibly be by the same author.

Title.—Gittith] see on Psalms 8.

1. How amiable] RM 'how lovely,' and how lovable. 

4. They that dwell in thy house] the priests and other Temple officials. 

5. The ways of them'] RV 'the high ways to Zion.' The reference is to Israelites whose hearts are set on the journey to Jerusalem. 

6. Baca] RM 'balsam trees,' which grow in dry situations. This fact gives the v. its point. The pilgrim heart finds refreshment even on thirsty ground.

A well] RV 'a place of springs.' The rain.. pools] RV 'the early rain covereth it with blessings.'

7. From strength to strength] The pilgrimage brings no weariness, but the opposite: see Isaiah 40:31, and cp. 'The Pilgrim's Progress.'

9. Our shield] This phrase may either refer to God (see Psalms 84:11) or to the king, in parallelism with 'thine anointed' in the following clause: see Psalms 89:18 RV. Look upon the face] regard with favour. Thine anointed] probably the king. Some suggest that the high priest or the nation as a whole may be meant.

10. Better than a thousand] spent elsewhere.
A doorkeeper] This was the special duty of the sons of Korah, who are mentioned in the title of the Ps. (1 Chronicles 9:19).

85 Psalm 85 

Verses 1-13
This Ps. looks back upon the mercy which God has shown to His people in bringing them back from captivity (Psalms 85:1-3), entreats Him to remove the displeasure that has again fallen on them, and to deliver them f6rom present troubles (Psalms 85:4-7), and ends with a hopeful picture of the blessings that will follow the answering of the prayer (Psalms 85:8-13). It evidently belongs to a time soon after the return from the Babylonian exile—either the days of discouragement before the building of the second Temple (Ezra 4:4-5, Ezra 4:24; Haggai 1 Zechariah 1:12-21), or the period of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1:3). The Ps. is one of those for Christmas Day.

2. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

9. That glory may dwell] The reference is to the Shechinah, the symbol of God's presence.

10, 11. Mercy.. truth, etc.] These characteristics, which are thus personified, are, first of all, attributes of God, but they are also to be reflected in the lives of His people. This is shown by the mention of earth as well as heaven in v. 

11. 12. Material prosperity will accompany spiritual blessings. 

13. Set us.. steps] RV 'make his footsteps a way to walk in.'

86 Psalm 86 

Verses 1-17
This is a Psalm of general supplication for help in trouble, and breathes a devout spirit of gratitude and confidence towards God. Specially remarkable is the hope of Psalms 86:9 that God will be universally worshipped. The Ps. is made up of quotations from other Pss. and portions of the OT., and is to be dated after the return from the exile.

1. Hear] RV 'answer.' Poor and needy] see Psalms 40:17; Psalms 70:5. 

2. Preserve my soul, etc.] see Psalms 25:20. Holy] RV 'godly'; rather, 'one whom thou favourest.'

3. Daily] RV 'all the day long.'

4. See Psalms 25:1. 

7. See Psalms 50:15. 

8. See Exodus 15:11; Deuteronomy 3:24. 

9. See Psalms 22:27-31. 

11. See Psalms 26:3; Psalms 27:11. Unite my heart] deliver me from divided purposes and affections.

13. The lowest hell] RM 'Sheol beneath,' the state of the dead: see Psalms 56:13. 

14. See Psalms 54:3.

Assemblies] RV 'congregation': see Psalms 22:16.

15. See Exodus 34:6. 

16. See Psalms 25:16.

The son of thine handmaid] another phrase for 'thy servant': see Psalms 116:16.

87 Psalm 87 

Verses 1-7
This Ps. expands the thought of Psalms 86:9. Zion is the chosen dwelling of God (Psalms 87:1-3), the spiritual birthplace of the other nations (Psalms 87:4-6), and the source of joy to them all (Psalms 87:7). In Psalms 86:4 God is the speaker. The mention of Babylon as no longer an enemy of Israel, but as receiving spiritual blessing from Zion, shows that the Ps. was written after the bitter experience of the captivity was over.

1. His foundation] i.e. God's. The holy mountains] the hills on which Jerusalem stood.

2. Zion] Jerusalem. The dwellings of Jacob] other cities of Judah. 

3. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4; 

4. Rahab] Egypt: see Isaiah 30:7; Isaiah 51:9; Psalms 89:10.

To them that know me] RV 'as among them that know me.' This man] RV 'this one,' this nation. So in Psalms 87:6. 

5. This and that man] RV 'this one and that one.' This and that nation shall be converted to God.

6. People] RV 'peoples.' God is represented as making a register of the nations which have been born into His kingdom.

7a. RV 'They that sing as well as they that dance shall say.' The nations which have been born again will rejoice in their new connexion with Zion, and will address her accordingly. 7b. Springs] RV 'fountains.'

88 Psalm 88 

Verses 1-18
This is the saddest and most despairing of all the Pss. The writer is apparently the victim of some incurable disease like leprosy, with which he has been afflicted from his youth (Psalms 88:15), and which cuts him off from the society of men (Psalms 88:8, Psalms 88:18). His life is already a living death (Psalms 88:3-6), and beyond death he has no hope (Psalms 88:10-12). He traces his trouble to God's displeasure (Psalms 88:7, Psalms 88:14, Psalms 88:16), yet it is to God that he turns in pathetic appeal for relief (Psalms 88:1-2, Psalms 88:9, Psalms 88:13). Nothing is known as to his identity, or as to the date of the Ps.

Title.—Mahalath] see on Psalms 53. Leannoth] may mean 'for singing.' Heman] see 1 Kings 4:31.

3. The grave] RV 'Sheol,' the under-world of the dead. 

4 Strength] RV 'help.'

5. Free] RV 'cast off.'

6. Pit.. darkness (RV 'dark places').. deeps] expressions for Sheol.

9. Mourneth] RV 'wasteth away.'

11. In destruction] RV 'in Destruction.' The Heb. is Abaddon, used as a proper name for Sheol: see Job 26:6; Job 28:22; Job 31:12; Proverbs 15:11; Proverbs 27:20; Revelation 9:11.

13. Prevent] RV 'come before. 

17. Daily] RV 'all the day long.'

89 Psalm 89 

Verses 1-52
We have here another national and historical Ps., written when the Jewish kingdom and its king had fallen very low before their enemies, contrasting the promises made to David with their seeming lack of fulfilment in the course of events, and appealing to God to vindicate His faithfulness. Psalms 89:1-4 are introductory, announcing the Psalmist's purpose of praising God, and recalling the covenant made with David. The following vv. celebrate God's glory among His heavenly hosts (Psalms 89:5-7), in His victory over His enemies, especially Egypt (Psalms 89:8-10), and in the world of nature (Psalms 89:11-12). Psalms 89:13-14 declare His attributes of strength, righteousness, mercy, and truth, and Psalms 89:15-18 speak of the blessedness of His people and their king. His promises to David are repeated at length (Psalms 89:19-37), and the present humiliation of king and people are graphically described (Psalms 89:38-45). The closing vv. are a prayer, in which the Psalmist pleads the shortness of his own life, and the reproaches of the heathen, as reasons for a speedy manifestation of God's faithfulness to His word (Psalms 89:46-51). Psalms 89:52 is the closing doxology of Book 3 of the Psalter. The Ps. was probably written during the exile, and it has been supposed that the king of Psalms 89:39-45 is Jehoiachin, who was deposed and carried away to Babylon in his youth, after a reign of three months (2 Kings 24:8-12; 2 Chronicles 36:9-11; Jeremiah 24:1; Jeremiah 29:2), and kept a prisoner there for thirty-seven years (2 Kings 25:27).

Title.—Maschil] see on Psalms 32. Ethan the Ezrahite] mentioned in 1 Kings 4:31 and 1 Chronicles 2:6.

3, 4. God is here the speaker: see on Psalms 89:19-37. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4; 

5. Congregation of the saints] RV 'assembly of the holy ones.' The angels are meant. 

6. Sons of the mighty] angels: see Psalms 29:1. 

7. Assembly of the saints] RV 'council of the holy ones,' as in Psalms 89:5. Had in reverence of] RV 'feared above.'

8. Or to thy faithfulness] RV 'and thy faithfulness is.'

10. Rahab] Egypt: see on Psalms 87:4. 

12. Tabor and Hermon] the most prominent mountains of Palestine. 

14. Justice] RV 'righteousness.'

Habitation] RV 'foundation.'

15. The joyful sound] perhaps the sound of trumpets on the occasion of Israel's national and religious rejoicing. 

17. Our horn] see Psalms 75:4, Psalms 75:10. 

18. RV 'For our shield belongeth unto the Lord; and our king to the Holy One of Israel.' The 'shield' is the same as the 'king,' who is under God's protecting care.

19. In vision] 2 Samuel 7:17. Thy holy one] RV 'thy saints,' the nation of Israel. I have laid help, etc.] I have given a brave man My aid to defend Israel.

19-37 are a poetical expansion of 2 Samuel 7:8-16.

22. Exact upon him] RM 'do him violence.'

25. In.. in] RV 'on.. on': see on Psalms 80:11.

27. My firstborn] The position formerly given to the nation (Exodus 4:22) is here assigned to its king. 

30f. The promises of the past are recalled in view of the sad present. Israel had suffered for his sins. Should he not be restored? 

37. And as the faithful witness, etc.] The meaning is uncertain. The 'faithful witness' may be the moon, or we may read, 'and the witness in the sky (God) is faithful.'

38. Abhorred] RV 'rejected.' Thineanointed] Israel's king. A particular individual, probably Jehoiachin, seems to be in view in this and the following vv., though they may also be understood of the nation as a whole.

39. Made void] RV 'abhorred.'

40. The thought passes from the king to the nation. For the figure cp. Psalms 80:12. 

45. The days of his youth] a phrase specially appropriate to Jehoiachin. 

46. Shall] RV 'how long shall.'

47. Wherefore.. in vain?] RV 'For what vanity hast thou created all the children of men!'

48. Hand of the grave] RV' power of Sheol.'

50. People] RV 'peoples,' the enemies of Israel.

52. The doxology marks the close of Book 3: cp. Psalms 41:13; Psalms 72:18, Psalms 72:19.

90 Psalm 90 

Verses 1-17
The title of this Ps. (A Prayer of Moses the man of God) ascribes it to Moses, but several considerations have been pointed out which suggest a later date for its composition. The average length of life in the time of Moses is supposed to have been greater than that mentioned in Psalms 90:10 (Deuteronomy 34:7; Joshua 24:29). Israel's national life seems not to be just beginning, but to have lasted already for many generations (Psalms 90:1). The recent past has been a time of calamity rather than of deliverance (Psalms 90:15). The Ps. contains resemblances to the book of Deuteronomy, which is now generally regarded as much later than the time of Moses, and these resemblances may have suggested the title. At the same time, there is much in the Ps. Which is consistent with the title, and some scholars still maintain its Mosaic authorship. If not written by Moses it may most probably be assigned to the exile. The Ps. contrasts the eternity of God with the transience of human life (Psalms 90:1-6), traces the brevity and troublousness of man's existence to God's displeasure with sin (Psalms 90:7-12), and ends with a prayer for God's forgiveness and favour (Psalms 90:13-17). It is appropriately used in the Burial Service.

1. See Deuteronomy 32:7. 

2. Mountains] see Deuteronomy 33:15.

3. Return] to dust (Genesis 3:19). 

4. A watch in the night] of which the sleeper is unconscious. There were three night-watches among the Israelites (Lamentations 2:19; Judges 7:19; 1 Samuel 11:11).

5. They are as a sleep] or, 'they fall asleep' in death. 

9. Spend] RV 'bring to an end.'

As a tale that is told] RM 'as a sigh,' a breath.

10. Their strength] RV 'their pride.' 

11b. RV 'and thy wrath according to the fear that is due unto thee? 'Who understands Thine anger against sin so as to give Thee fitting and holy reverence?

12. Apply.. wisdom] RV 'get us an heart of wisdom': see Deuteronomy 5:29; Deuteronomy 32:29. 

13. Repent] see Deuteronomy 32:36.

14. Early] RV 'in the morning.'

15. According to] i.e. in proportion to. 

17. The work of our hands] The phrase occurs in Deuteronomy seven times.

Verses 1-48

Book 4
The Pss. in this book, as in that which follows, are mostly of comparatively late date, and suitable for use in the worship of the sanctuary.

The two books seem to have been conjoined at one time, and to have formed the third great division of the Psalter. In the 17 Pss. of Book 4 several smaller groups or collections are to be distinguished. Psalms 93, 95-100 are called the 'theocratic' Pss., because they celebrate God as King, finding in the restoration of Israel from Babylon the evidence of His rule over the world. These Pss. are probably to be dated soon after that event, when it was still the one thought in men's minds. Psalms 90, 91, 94, 102 probably belong to the exile, as their language suggests such a time of national humiliation and sorrow. Psalms 103, 104 go together, and are probably by one author, who belonged to the period of the return. Psalms 105, 106 form a pair of about the same date. The whole book is 'Jehovistic' in its use of the divine name.

The Pss. of the fourth book may be classified thus, the divisions necessarily overlapping one another: (a) Penitential Psalms 90, 91, 94, 102; (b) Pss. of Thanksgiving, 92, 93, 95-100, 103-106; (c) National Psalms , 94, 97, 99, 102, 105, 106; (d) Historical Psalms , 105, 106; (e) a Gnomic Psalms , 101.

Most of the Pss. in this book are anonymous, but Psalms 101, 103 are ascribed by their titles to David. LXX, however, also gives as Davidic Psalms 91, 93-99, 101, 103, 104.

There are definite references to the Temple worship in several of these Pss., indicating that the sacred bunding was restored to permit of the sacrifices being offered and public worship performed. The musical service was rendered with instrumental accompaniments (Psalms 98:5-6); the people were called upon to join in praise (Psalms 95:1; Psalms 96:1; Psalms 98:1, Psalms 98:4) and kneel in prayer (Psalms 95:6); offerings were to be made in the courts of he Temple (Psalms 96:8).

The Messianic hope appears in this book in the form of an expectation of Jehovah's coming in judgment. This was strengthened, if not wholly suggested, by the restoration from captivity, in which the pious Israelites saw the beginning of that coming. The people were led to look for a still greater day when their enemies would be finally overthrown, and the faith of those, who had trusted in God would be completely justified (see Psalms 96-98).

91 Psalm 91 

Verses 1-16
This Ps. describes the safety of those who trust in God, and may have a special reference to the nation of Israel at a time when other nations were involved in calamity. The dangers that threatened Babylon towards the end of the exile have been suggested as a probable occasion for it. The Psalmist sometimes speaks in the first person (Psalms 91:1-2, Psalms 91:9), and sometimes addresses his promises to the godly man, or to the nation, in the second person (Psalms 91:3-8, Psalms 91:9-13). God Himself is the speaker in Psalms 91:14-16.

1. Secret place] covert. Shadow] the shelter which a mother-bird gives her brood, as in Psalms 91:4 : see Psalms 17:8. 

3. And .. pestilence] LXX 'from the destroying word,' the snare being explained as malicious speech: see Psalms 38:12. 'Pestilence' comes later, in Psalms 91:6. 

5. The terror, etc.] assaults by night, as compared with attacks by day. 

6. Destruction] plague. Pestilence and Plague are here personified: see 2 Samuel 24:16-17; Isaiah 37:36. 

9. Because.. refuge] RV 'For thou, O Lord, art my refuge!' Even .. habitation] RV 'Thou hast made the Most High thy habitation.'

11, 12. These vv. are quoted in the accounts of our Lord's temptation (Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10). 

13. Dragon] RV ' serpent.'

92 Psalm 92 

Verses 1-15
This is a Ps. of praise, called forth by some special manifestation of God's loving-kindness. This general theme is set forth in Psalms 92:1-4. Psalms 92:5-11 contain reflections on the meaning of God's works, a meaning which is hidden from the foolish (Psalms 92:6). The wicked seem to flourish only that they may be destroyed (Psalms 92:7). God is supreme, and His enemies must perish (Psalms 92:8-9). This has been proved in the experience of the Psalmist, or of the nation for which he speaks (Psalms 92:10-11). Psalms 92:12-15 describe the abiding prosperity and blessedness of the righteous. The Ps. contains no definite indication of date, but it may most probably be taken as a song of the return from exile.

4. Works] doings—a different word from 'work' in the same Psalms 92:7, Psalms 92:8. refer to a definite event which the Psalmist has in view. Read, 'did spring.. did flourish.. it was that they might be,' etc. 

10. Shalt.. exalt] RV 'hast exalted.' Unicorn] RV 'wild-ox.'

Shall be] RV 'am.'

11. Shall see.. shall hear] RV 'hath seen.. have heard.'

13, 14. The righteous are compared to trees in the Temple courts. 

14. Fat and flourishing] RV 'full of sap and green.'

93 Psalm 93 

Verses 1-5
This Ps., along with Psalms 95-100, celebrates God as King. The thought which is common to this whole group seems to have been awakened by a national deliverance, which was probably the return from the Babylonian captivity. The present Ps. is brief, and speaks of God's sovereign rule, His majesty and strength (Psalms 93:1), the eternity and steadfastness of His royal throne (Psalms 93:2), His supremacy above the waves of the sea (Psalms 93:3-4), and the holiness of His Temple (Psalms 93:5).

1. The world.. is (or, 'shall be') stablished] see Psalms 75:3; Psalms 82:5. God's rule is the security of all moral order in the world. 

3, 4. The floods and waves are emblems of the heathen nations.

4. Noise] RV 'voices.'

94 Psalm 94 

Verses 1-23
This is a national Ps., written at a time when Israel was oppressed by foreign enemies. It may be connected either with the days of the exile or with some later period of national distress. The opening vv. appeal to God to show Himself as judge of the earth (Psalms 94:1-2). The misdeeds of the oppressors are next described (Psalms 94:3-7), and a rebuke is addressed to certain Israelites who were tempted to give up their faith in God (Psalms 94:8-11). The next vv. speak of the blessings of adversity (Psalms 94:12-13), and the certainty that God will not forsake His people (Psalms 94:14-15). The Psalmist has found in God his only refuge and comfort (Psalms 94:16-19), and concludes his Ps. with the conviction that He will overthrow the wicked (Psalms 94:20-23).

1. Shew thyself] RV 'Shine forth.'

2. A reward] RV 'their desert.'

4. How long, etc.] RV 'They prate, they speak arrogantly,' etc. The v. is a statement, not a question.

7. The oppressors not only injure Israel, but despise Israel's God.

8. Understand] RV 'consider.' Brutish.. fools] These words refer to Israelites who are tempted to adopt the heathen point of view.

9. 10. These vv. form an argument for the knowledge and effectual government of God.

10. Heathen] RV 'nations.' Shall not he know?] These words are supplied to complete the sense. The Psalmist breaks off bis argument abruptly. 

11. This v. is quoted with some modification in 1 Corinthians 3:20. 

14. The first clause is quoted in Romans 11:2. 

15. Return unto righteousness] shall again be just. 

17. Almost] RV 'soon.' Silence] the grave, or Sheol.

95 Psalm 95 

Verses 1-11
This Ps. (the 'Venite,' 'Invitatory Psalm') consists of a call to praise God as King, as the Creator of the world, and the Shepherd of His people (Psalms 95:1-7), followed by a warning against unbelief, drawn from the fate of the rebellious Israelites in the wilderness (Psalms 95:7-11). There is nothing to mark its date, but like the other Pss. of the same group it may be referred to the days of the return from Babylon.

4. Strength of the hills] RV 'heights of the mountains.'

7. If ye will] RV 'Oh that ye would.'

8. In the provocation] RV 'at Meribah' (Numbers 20:13). Temptation] RV 'Massah' (Exodus 17:7).

7-11. These vv. are quoted in Hebrews 3:7-11, and are the basis of the argument that follows.

96 Psalm 96 

Verses 1-13
This is a triumphant song of praise to God (Psalms 96:1-3), contrasting His power and glory with the nothingness of the heathen idols (Psalms 96:4-6), calling all the earth to worship Him (Psalms 96:7-9), exulting in His rule (Psalms 96:10), and calling all nations to rejoice in the prospect of His coming in judgment (Psalms 96:11-13). The tone of the Ps. is closely akin to that of Isaiah 40-66, and was in all likelihood inspired by the deliverance from exile. The existence of the second Temple will then be implied in Isaiah 66:6, Isaiah 66:8. This Ps. has been wrought into the composite poem of 1 Chronicles 16:8-36.

3. Heathen] RV 'nations.' So inv. 10. People] RV 'peoples' So in Psalms 96:7, Psalms 96:10, Psalms 96:13.

9. The beauty of holiness] RM 'holy array.'

13. God's judgment is welcomed and not feared, for it means the deliverance of His people and the overthrow of their enemies.

97 Psalm 97 

Verses 1-12
This is another 'theocratic' Ps., declaring how God has taken vengeance on His enemies in a way to which all nature responded (Psalms 97:2-6), denouncing idols and their worshippers (Psalms 97:7), expressing the joy of the cities of Israel at His judgments (Psalms 97:8-9), calling His people to hate evil (Psalms 97:10) and to share the gladness which ought to be their portion (Psalms 97:11-12). The Ps. is a 'mosaic' of phrases from other Scriptures, and, like the preceding Pss., is probably to be referred to the end of the exile.

1. Isles] the coastlands beyond Palestine, anexpression for the Gentile world. 

2. Whatever may be mysterious about God's rule, it is certainly founded on righteousness: see Psalms 89:14.

3. See Psalms 18:8. 

4. See Psalms 77:16-18. 

5. See Judges 5:5.

8. Zion] Jerusalem. Daughters of Judah] the other cities of the land: see Psalms 48:11. 

9. See Psalms 83:18. 

11. Light is sown] A more probable reading is, 'light hath arisen.'

12. At.. holiness] RV 'to his holy name,' this being the true meaning of 'remembrance' or 'memorial': see Psalms 32:11; Psalms 30:4
98 Psalm 98 

Verses 1-9
This Ps. closely resembles Psalms 96, especially in its beginning and ending, and is to be referred to the same occasion. It celebrates a deliverance which God has wrought for Israel in the sight of all the earth (Psalms 98:1-3), 'summons all men (Psalms 98:4-6), and all nature (Psalms 98:7-9) to praise Him. Psalms 98:6 proclaims Him as King, and Psalms 98:9 anticipates with gladness His coming to judge the world.

2. Heathen] RV 'nations.'

5. A Psalm] RV 'melody': see Isaiah 51:3. 

9. People] RV 'peoples': see Psalms 96:13.

99 Psalm 99 

Verses 1-9
This Ps. is like the preceding ones in the prominence it gives to God's Kingship, and no doubt belongs to the same period with them. God's holiness, too, is emphasised in the refrain of Psalms 99:3, Psalms 99:5, Psalms 99:9. The Ps. begins with a call to worship God with the awe and reverence which are due to Him (Psalms 99:1-3). His righteous rule in Israel is a reason for repeating the summons (Psalms 99:4-5). The history of His dealings with His people from the days of Moses and Aaron to the time of Samuel is summed up (Psalms 99:6-8). Psalms 99:9 is almost a repetition of Psalms 99:5, and implies that the Temple has been restored.

1. People] RV 'peoples.' So in Psalms 99:2.

Between the cherubims] RV 'upon the cherubim': see on Psalms 80:1. 

2. Zion] The Temple at Jerusalem is God's dwelling and the seat of His rule. 

3. For it is holy] RV 'holy is he.'

4. The king] God: see Psalms 80:1. 

5. His footstool] The ark is so called in 1 Chronicles 28:2, but if this Ps. was written after the exile the ark cannot be directly referred to here. The language may be a survival of an earlier usage.

For he is holy] RV 'holy is he,' as in Psalms 99:3.

6-8. These vv. may be taken as an illustration from the past of the principle on which God still deals with His people, or they may be translated by present tenses, as referring to the intercessors in Israel whose prayers God has answered in the deliverance from captivity, and who are figuratively called 'A Moses.. a Samuel.'

8. Both in the past and in the Psalmist's time God has shown at once His hatred of sin and His forgiving love to His people. Inventions] RV 'doings.'

100 Psalm 100 

Verses 1-5
This famous Ps. (the 'Jubilate,' 'Old Hundredth') does not give God the title of King, but its contents are otherwise so similar to those of the previous 'theocratic' Pss. that it is naturally grouped along with them both as to subject and date. It calls the world to worship God (Psalms 100:1-2), describes Him as the Creator and Shepherd of His people (Psalms 100:3), points to the second Temple as the seat of His service (Psalms 100:4), and closes with an ascription of praise which was often repeated in post-exilic worship (Psalms 100:5).

3. Us] refers specially to Israel, ye being addressed to the nations: see v. 

1. And not we ourselves] RV 'and we are his.' The sheep of his pasture] see Psalms 95:7, and the 'Asaphic' Pss. (73-83). 

5. Is everlasting] RV 'endureth for ever': see 1 Chronicles 16:34, 1 Chronicles 16:41; 2 Chronicles 7:3-6; 2 Chronicles 20:21; Ezra 3:11; Psalms 106:1; Psalms 107:1; Psalms 118:1-4; Psalms 136, Psalms 138:8, etc. The Chronicler evidently transposes into earlier times Pss. which were written after the exile, and the same thing appears to be the case with this formula of praise.

101 Psalm 101 

Verses 1-8
This Ps. is the prayer of a ruler, apparently of a king. Many scholars believe that the title which ascribes its authorship to David is correct, and connect it with David's desire to have the ark brought from the house of Obededom to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:6-19). Others suppose it to have been written by Hezekiah, Josiah, or one of the Maccabees. The writer first utters his resolves as to his personal life and conduct (Psalms 101:1-4), and then announces his purpose of choosing his servants only from among the upright, and of discouraging and exterminating all forms of wickedness (Psalms 101:5-8).

2. When wilt thou come unto me?] This interjected phrase may refer to David's longing for the presence of God, as symbolised by the ark, in his capital. 

4. Not know a wicked person] RV 'know no evil thing.'

7. Tarry in my sight] RV 'be established before mine eyes.'

8. Early] RV 'morning by morning.'

102 Psalm 102 

Verses 1-28
This Ps. belongs to the closing days of the exile, and utters the hope of Israel's restoration (Psalms 102:13-22). The Psalmist has been supposed by some to speak simply in the name of the nation, but it is more probable that he describes his personal distress, though this was caused by the captivity and humiliation of his people. In Psalms 102:14 he speaks of his fellow-countrymen in the plural, and his shrinking from premature death (Psalms 102:11, Psalms 102:23-24) breathes a distinctly personal note. He is wasted away with lonely sorrow (Psalms 102:1-7, Psalms 102:9), mocked by enemies (Psalms 102:8), and conscious that his affliction is a token of God's displeasure (Psalms 102:10). But the eternity and changelessness of God are the ground of his hope (Psalms 102:12, Psalms 102:24-28) both for himself and for the whole of God's people.

3. Like smoke] RM 'in smoke.' An hearth] RV 'a firebrand.'

5. Skin] RV 'flesh.'

6, 7. describe figuratively the Psalmist's mournful love of solitude.

6. Desert] RV 'waste places.'

8. Are sworn against me] RV 'do curse by me,' the literal meaning of 'execrate.'

10. Lifted.. up.. cast down] RV 'taken.. up.. cast away.'

11. That declineth] that vanishes when the sun sets. 

12. Remembrance] RV 'memorial,' i.e. name: see Lamentations 5:19. 

13. Favour] RV 'have pity upon.' So in Psalms 102:14. The set time] see Isaiah 40:2; Isaiah 61:2.

15. Heathen] RV 'nations.'

16, 17. Shall build.. appear.. regard.. despise] RV 'hath built.. appeared.. regarded.. despised.'

18. The people] RV 'a people.' The restored Israel will be a new nation.

19. His sanctuary] heaven, as the parallelism shows. 

21. To declare] RV 'that men may declare.'

22. People] RV 'peoples.'

25-27. Quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12. 

27, 28. The changelessness of God is a guarantee that His kingdom will endure among men. This is an argument for national rather than for personal immortality. For the higher Christian truth see John 14:19.

103 Psalm 103 

Verses 1-22
In this Ps. the hope of the previous one has been fulfilled, and sorrow has given place to thanksgiving. Its probable date is soon after the return from exile. The Psalmist utters his personal gratitude and praise (Psalms 103:1-5), and tells how God has shown to Israel in his own day the same power and grace which He showed in the days of Moses (Psalms 103:6-12). Special emphasis is laid on God's fatherly pity for His people in their frailty, and on the eternity of His mercy as shown to generation after generation (Psalms 103:13-18). An ascription of praise to God as the universal King, in which all His angels and all His works are called to join, closes the Ps. (Psalms 103:19-22).

5. See Isaiah 40:31. The eagle's strength seemed to indicate perpetual youth. 

6. Righteousness and judgment] RV 'righteous acts and judgments,' i.e. deliverances. 

17. Expresses the same assurance as Psalms 102:23-28. 

19. Prepared] RV 'established.'

21. Ministers] servants, referring to the angels.

104 Psalm 104 

Verses 1-35
This is a Ps. of Nature, celebrating God's glory as seen in His works both inanimate and animate. It is an expansion of the closing vv. of Psalms 103, and like that Ps. begins and ends with the phrase, 'Bless the Lord, O my soul!' The two Pss. are probably the work of the same author. Psalms 104 follows to some extent the order of the creation-poem in Genesis 1, and may be compared also with Job 38-41. Psalms 104:5-9, Psalms 104:19 speak of the creation of the world, but the greater part of the Ps. describes its present condition and arrangements, which need not be analysed in detail. The closing vv. consist of an ascription of praise (Psalms 104:31-34), and a prayer for the destruction of the wicked (Psalms 104:35).

3. Chambers] lit. 'upper chambers': see Amos 9:6. The waters referred to are those above the firmament (Genesis 1:7; Psalms 148:4), which are the source of rain: see Psalms 104:13. Wings of the wind] see Psalms 18:10.

4. His angels spirits] read either, 'his angels winds,' or 'winds his messengers' (RV). The former rendering is the more natural, is parallel to that of the next clause, and is adopted in Hebrews 1:7, where the v. is quoted. The latter reading seems to give a simpler sense, but the other is quite intelligible also. As God manifests His own glory in the universe, so He manifests the power of His angels in the winds and the lightning. 

7-9. These vv. are parallel to Genesis 1:9, Genesis 1:10. God's command to the waters is conceived as having been uttered in thunder (Psalms 104:7). 

16. Full of sap] RV 'satisfied,' as in Psalms 104:13. 

19. See Genesis 1:14-18. 

22. Gather themselves together] RV 'get them away.'

25. So is this great and wide sea] RV 'Yonder is the sea, great and wide.' Things creeping, etc.] or, 'things moving,' etc.: see Genesis 1:21. 

26. Leviathan] see Job 41, where the crocodile is referred to. Here a sea-monster is meant. 

31. The glory.. shall endure.. the Lord shall rejoice] RV 'Let the glory.. endure.. let the Lord rejoice.'

34. My meditation of him shall be sweet] RV 'Let my meditation be sweet unto him': see Psalms 19:14. 

35. The point of the Psalmist's prayer is that evil may be banished from the world, though he identifies sin with sinners, and seems to include their destruction in his wish. Praise ye the Lord] This sentence should probably be read as the beginning of the next Ps.

105 Psalm 105 

Verses 1-45
This Ps. and the following one form a closely connected pair, and may be looked on as by the same author. From the closing vv. of Psalms 106 it appears that they were written after the first return from exile had taken place, but while many Israelites were still scattered among the heathen. Both Pss. are partly wrought into the composite poem in 1 Chronicles 16. Psalms 105 is a song of thanksgiving, recalling with gratitude God's covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Psalms 105:8-12), His guidance of Israel into Egypt, with special reference to the history of Joseph (Psalms 105:13-23), His goodness to them there in the days of oppression (Psalms 105:24-25), His deliverance wrought through Moses and Aaron by means of the plagues (Psalms 105:26-38), His mercies in the wilderness (Psalms 105:39-41), and finally His gift of Canaan to His people in fulfilment of His ancient promise (Psalms 105:42-45).

1. People] RV 'peoples.' So in Psalms 105:20, Psalms 105:44.

14. Kings] Pharaoh (Genesis 12:17), and Abimelech (Genesis 20:17-18). 

15. Anointed] a phrase not literally applicable to the patriarchs, but used by the Psalmist because they were the heads of the nation, like the kings of later times.

Prophets] Abraham is so called in Genesis 20:7.

19. His word] Joseph's interpretation of the butler's and baker's dreams (Genesis 40:20-22).

28-36. The ninth plague is placed first, the third and fourth are transposed, and the fifth and sixth are omitted. 

31. Divers sorts] RV 'swarms.' Coasts] RV 'borders.' So in Psalms 105:33.

44. Heathen] RV 'nations.' Inherited] RV 'took in possession.'

45. Praise ye the Lord] see on Psalms 104:35. Psalms 105, like Psalms 106, probably begins and ends with 'Hallelujah.'

106 Psalm 106 

Verses 1-48
As Psalms 105 gives thanks for God's goodness, so Psalms 106 confesses Israel's sin and acknowledges God's mercy, both being illustrated in an historical retrospect from the deliverance from Egypt down to the return from captivity: cp. Psalms 78; Ezekiel 20.

1. See on Psalms 100:5. 

7. Provoked him] RV 'were rebellious.' So in Psalms 106:33, Psalms 106:43. 

8. For his name's sake] see Ezekiel 20:14. 

26. Lifted up his hand] sware. To overthrow] RV 'that he would overthrow.' So in Psalms 106:27. 

28. See Numbers 25:2; Hosea 9:10. The dead] the lifeless heathen gods.

29. Inventions] RV 'doings.' So in Psalms 106:39.

32. Strife] RV 'Meribah': see Psalms 95:8.

34. Nations] RV 'peoples.' Concerning whom] RV 'as.'

35. Were mingled] RV 'mingled themselves.' Heathen] RV 'nations.' So in Psalms 106:41, Psalms 106:47. 

37. Devils] RV 'demons': see Deuteronomy 32:17. 

46. Implies the return from captivity.

48. This doxology concludes Book 4 of the Psalter, but appears at the same time to have been an original part of Psalms 106. Let all the people say, etc.] A direction to guide the people in worship. 1 Chronicles 16:36 shows how it was carried out.

107 Psalm 107 

Verses 1-6

Book 5
This book, which seems originally to have been joined with Book 4, contains forty-four Pss., the vast majority of which are of late date. The contents of these Pss. are a surer guide to the period to which they belong than is the case in the other books, as many of them give either direct references or unmistakable hints regarding experiences of the exile or the return. Thus Psalms 107:10-16 refers to the years of captivity, as does also Psalms 137. Other Pss., such as 126, refer to the joy of the return, and others still, e.g. 132, are prompted by the rebuilding of the Temple.

The feature of this book which is most marked is its liturgical character. Many (though not all) of the Pss. contained in it are not individualistic but congregational, and bear traces of having been composed for use in public worship. Psalms 115:9-18; Psalms 116:12-19; Psalms 118, 135, 136 may be cited as good illustrations. Many smaller groups have been incorporated in this book, and can be easily recognised. The principal are the Hallel Psalms (113-118), the Songs of Ascents or Pilgrim Psalms (120-134), and the Hallelujah group (145-150). Psalms 108 is composed of Psalms 57:7-11 and Psalms 60:5-12, and was obviously compiled for liturgical purposes. Psalms 136 is a chant with responses for choir or congregation after each verse.

Fifteen of the Pss. of this book bear the title 'Of David,' indicating that they were taken by the final editor from the earliest or Davidic psalter. One of these (Psalms 142) has a historical note, which describes it as 'a prayer when he was in the cave'; but there is nothing in the Ps. to justify the reference. The book is Jehovistic in its choice of the divine name, Jehovah occurring 236 times and Elohim only 7 times.

Verses 1-43
The Psalmist sings the lovingkindness of the Lord, giving examples from (a) Israel in the wilderness (Psalms 107:4-9), (b) people in captivity (Psalms 107:10-16), (c) people in sickness (Psalms 107:17-22), (d) vicissitudes of sea-going men (Psalms 107:23-32), (e) and a rescue from drought (33-42). The Ps. has a refrain at intervals (Psalms 107:8, Psalms 107:15, Psalms 107:21, Psalms 107:31).

1. For his mercy endureth for ever] evidently a well-known refrain: cp. Psalms 136. Mercy] better, 'lovingkindness.'

2. Redeemed] perhaps from exile. 

3. Lands] i.e. foreign lands.

4. The v. might refer to wanderings on the way from Egypt, but the reference to 'a city of habitation' (Psalms 107:7) points rather to return from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

10. Sit] RV 'sat.' Iron] perhaps metaphorically: cp. Psalms 105:18. The reference is evidently to captivity, i.e. slavery. 

11. The words of God] as declared by His prophets. 

14. Bands] i.e. their state of subjection: cp. Psalms 2:3.

16. Cp. Isaiah 45:2. 

17. A new illustration. Read, probably, 'Sick men, because of the way of their transgression,' etc. 

20. Sent] RV 'sendeth.' The phrase is noteworthy as heralding, unconsciously perhaps, the Word (John 1:14).

23-30. A striking description of mariners in a storm. 

27. Are at their wit's end] RM 'all their wisdom is swallowed up.'

30. Their desired haven] RM 'the haven of their desire.' The word rendered 'haven' is an Assyrian loan-word, and properly means an 'emporium' or 'mart.' It is found here only.

33. General instances of God's kindness in various districts. Some suggest that this is a later addition to the Ps. It has great likenesses to Job and Isaiah 40-66. 

34. Barrenness] better, RV 'a salt desert'—perhaps thinking of Sodom: cp. Job 39:6. 

35. Cp. Isaiah 41:18.

39. Again] better, 'and when'; but the v. is abrupt and the connexion obscure.

40. Quoted from Job 12:21, Job 12:24. It interrupts the connexion, and by some is omitted. 

41. Cp. Job 21:11 : 'He set the needy on high from (above) affliction, and established (for him) families as a flock.'

43. Cp. Hosea 14:9, a closing admonition.

108 Psalm 108 

Verses 1-13
This is a composite Psalms 1-5 is practically Psalms 57:7-11; Psalms 57:6-11 is the same as Psalms 60:5-12. For notes on individual vv. the reader is referred to these two Pss. Probably the two fragments were brought together in a separate collection from Book 2, and subsequent perhaps to the formation of that book. This Ps. preserves its Elohistic character. It bears the title, 'A Song, a Psalm of David.' It is one of the Pss. for Ascension Day.

109 Psalm 109 

Verses 1-31
The strongest of the imprecatory Pss. (see Intro.). Probably it is just to regard the Psalmist as speaking in the name of the whole nation, vexed and harried by foreign enemies, e.g. Antiochus Epiphanes. The theory that the Psalmist recounts the curses used against him by his enemies is untenable. Calvin notes the awful use of this Ps. by certain monks, who hired themselves out to recite it against private enemies.

6. Satan] RV 'an adversary.' The word has both meanings in Hebrew. Satan was the accuser who blamed men before God: cp. Job 1, 2; Zechariah 3. 

7. Let his prayer become sin] truly a horrible curse: cp. Proverbs 15:8. 

8. Let another take his office] cp. the reference to Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:20). Hence this was known to the early Fathers as 'Psalmus Iscarioticus.'

10. Let them seek, etc.] better, 'let them be driven out far from their desolate homes.'

11. Spoil] better, 'make spoil of.'

23. I am tossed up and down] better, 'I am shaken off like a locust.'

110 Psalm 110 

Verses 1-7
A fragment of an ode of victory to a priestking—'Worthy,' says Luther,' to be set in a frame of gold and diamonds.' A truly Messianic Ps., finding its fulfilment in the triumphs of Christ in the world, and quoted Matthew 22:43; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42; Acts 2:34; Hebrews 1:13; Hebrews 5:6 : see Intro.

1. Lit. 'Oracle of Jehovah to my lord.' The Psalmist seems to hear God addressing the king, whom Jehovah invites to a seat at His right hand, the place of honour. Our Lord applies this v. in the Messianic sense in which it was evidently understood by His countrymen.

2. Send] better, 'stretch.. (saying), Rule thou,' etc. 

3. Thy people, etc.] better, 'Thy people offer themselves in the day of thy mustering,' i.e. of the army for battle. In the beauties of holiness] Many scholars, with slight change in Heb., render, 'on the mountains of holiness,' i.e. on the holy mountains. 'From the womb of the morning comes to thee the dew of thy youth,' i.e. thy young men gather to thy standard in the morning like the dew for vigour and freshness. 4. The king is to be priest as well. This might be true of a Davidic prince: cp. 2 Samuel 6:14, or of Simon Maccabæus, cp. 1 Maccabees 10:21. But it is ultimately most certainly Messianic: cp. Zechariah 6:11-13. 'After the manner (RM) of Melchizedek,' who was king and priest in Salem, i.e. Jerusalem: cp. Genesis 14:18.

5. The Lord] i.e. Jehovah. The v. describes the victory of the king. Shall strike] RM 'hath stricken.'

6. The Hebrew is difficult, but the meaning is clear. Dead bodies cover the field; heads of men are smitten over a wide area (in the pursuit). 

7. The victor king stoops to drink of the brook by the way, and with renewed strength (head uplifted) continues the pursuit of the flying enemy.

111 Psalm 111 

Verses 1-10
Psalms 111, 112 are closely connected both in form and substance, and are apparently the work of one author. They are alphabetical (see Intro.). A liturgical introduction is prefixed to both, viz. 'Praise ye the Lord': in Hebrew 'Hallelujah.' The theme of Psalms 111 is the refrain of Psalms 107, 'Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.' The Ps. is used on Easter Day.

1. Assembly] RV 'council'; the word means, 'a secret gathering.'

5. Meat] i.e. food.

6. That he may give them] RV 'in giving them.' Probably the writer refers to the conquest by Joshua. 

9. Redemption] i.e. from Egypt. He.. commanded, etc.] i.e. He made a covenant, which was never to be violated. 

10. The fear, etc.] a very frequent saying among the sages of Israel: cp. Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10, etc. The meaning is that religion is the foundation of all wisdom.

112 Psalm 112 

Verses 1-10

See on Psalms 111. This also is an alphabetical Ps., every half-verse beginning with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The subject is specially the blessedness of the truly religious man.

5. A good man] RV 'Well is it with the man that.' He will guide his affairs with discretion] RV 'he shall maintain his cause in judgment,' i.e. in court of law. 

9. His horn] symbol of strength and power.

113 Psalm 113 

Verses 1-9
This Ps. begins the group (113-118) known in the Jewish Church as the Hallel Psalms, or Hymns of Praise, from hillel, to praise. They are sung at the Passover Feast—Psalms 113, 114 before the second cup, and 115-118 after the fourth cup; formerly recited also at the other two feasts, at the New Moons, and on the eight days of the Feast of Dedication (Cheyne). Psalms 113 has been called the Magnificat of the Old Testament. Note the liturgical introduction and conclusion ('Hallelujah' = 'Praise ye the Lord') for use in the Temple service.

6. 'Who stoopeth down to look in heaven and on earth.'

9. The barren woman] a grievous sorrow to a Jewish wife. There is here an echo of Hannah's song (1 Samuel 2:1-10).

114 Psalm 114 

Verses 1-8
This has been called 'one of the finest lyrics in literature.' Probably it is a post-exilic psalm wherein, under the figure of the old exodus from Egypt, the Psalmist chants the return from Babylon. In all ages of the Church it has been used to celebrate the release from the bondage of sin. Hence it is a hymn for Easter night.

1. Strange language] i.e. unintelligible speech—foreign. 

2. Was] RV 'became.'

3. Saw it] i.e. the presence of God. The allusion is to the dividing of the Red Sea and of Jordan, the opening and closing events of the deliverance from Egypt. 

4. Skipped] i.e. trembled: cp. Sinai, Exodus 19:18. 

5. What ailed?] The answer is, the presence of God.

8. Cp. Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11
115 Psalm 115 

Verses 1-18
In LXX 114, 115 are one Ps., while 116 is divided into two. Apparently Psalms 115 was written to be sung antiphonally: cp. the responses in Psalms 115:9-10, Psalms 115:11—the first eight and the last three verses to be sung by the congregation. Probably it is a very late Ps. The writer proclaims the vanity of idols, and ascribes all help and blessing to Jehovah alone.

1. Israel is reviled by idolatrous foreigners, and appeals to God to vindicate His honour.

3. God is the God of heaven, therefore He can save His people. 

4. This the idols cannot do.

9. A Levite sings, 'O Israel, trust thou in the Lord.' The choir respond, 'He is their help and their shield': so 10, 11. 

12-15. is sung by a different person.

16. 'The heavens are the heavens of Jehovah,' etc.: His peculiar dwelling as opposed to the earth, which is the habitation of men. 

17. Silence] i.e. Sheol, where there is no communion with God.

116 Psalm 116 

Verses 1-19
Psalms 115-118 were probably the hymns sung by our Lord and His disciples. Some modern scholars, however, deny this, on the ground that, in Christ's time, the Hallel was only in its beginning, and consisted simply of Psalms 113, or, at moat, also of Psalms 114 : see Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26. Psalms 116 is apparently a song of thanksgiving after severe illness, but the Ps. has been used by both churches and individuals in spiritual as well as temporal deliverances. The Psalmist's experiences pass through various stages, vk. suffering (Psalms 116:3), prayer (Psalms 116:4-5), deliverance (Psalms 116:6-9), thanksgiving in public (Psalms 116:12-19). At Psalms 116:10 LXX begins a new Ps.

3. Hell] RM 'the grave.' He was at the gates of death. 

9. His life will be preserved.

10, 11. The sense is most obscure. Two meanings are proposed: (a) I believed even when I spoke, saying, I am greatly afflicted, even when I said in my haste, All men are liars; (b) I believe (for I will speak) that I was greatly afflicted. In my alarm I said, All men are liars. 

13. The Psalmist intends to offer a sacrifice, and already anticipates the feast which follows when he would solemnly raise the cup to Jehovah in gratitude for deliverance; hence he calls it the cup of salvation.

15. Precious] i.e. of such consequence to God that He will require penalties for it.

117 Psalm 117 

Verse 1-2

The shortest chapter in the Bible, and the middle chapter. It is a doxology, calling all peoples to praise Jehovah. It may have been appended to some Ps.

118 Psalm 118 

Verses 1-29
This Ps. was evidently written for the Temple worship on the occasion of some great festival (Psalms 118:24), when it might be used as a processional hymn. It has been variously referred (a) to the time when Zerubbabel laid the foundation of the second Temple; (b) to the time of Nehemiah; (c) to the cleansing of the Temple by Judas Maccabæus. It is a noble song. Luther declared that he owed more to Psalms 118 than to all the princes and friends who supported him.

Psalms 118:1-18, dealing with the subject of God's mercy, which has brought them out of trouble, are sung by the procession antiphonally in halfverses; 19 is the request of the procession before the gates, and 20 the Levite reply; 21-24 are sung antiphonally; 26 is the cry of the Levite choir within; while 29 is a closing liturgical chant for the whole congregation.

3. House of Aaron] the elite of the nation.

5. In distress] lit. 'in a strait place.' The lord] RM 'Heb. Jah,' a contraction of Jehovah. 

12. Are quenched] but Bæthgen, with a slight change of Hebrew, renders, 'they flared forth like a fire of thorns,' and this makes admirable sense. Omit for.

13-16. The thought changes to the scene of the encounter. 

14. Quoted from Exodus 15:2.

15. The right hand, etc.] This and the following v. are what the voice says. 

19. Gates of righteousness] i.e. the gates of the Temple whence God's righteousness streams forth, or it may mean the gates into which righteous men enter: cp. Psalms 118:20.

22. The stone] i.e. Israel primarily. The builders] the nations of the world. There is, however, a tradition that such a stone really existed in the building of the second Temple. The ultimate application to Jesus Christ is most fitting: cp. Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11, etc. 

24. The day] a day of triumph.

25. Save now] Heb. hoshiea na anna hence, 'Hosanna,' which became a hturgical formula: cp. Matthew 21:9. 

26. Cometh] better, 'entereth' (the courts of the Lord). 

27. Which hath shewed] RV 'and He hath given.' Bind, etc.] The Hebrew is obscure. 'Bind the sacrificial victim with cords even till you come to the horns of the altar,' or, less likely, 'Bind the procession with festal garlands and approach the horns of the altar.' There is nothing about binding the sacrifice to the horns, etc.

119 Psalm 119 

Verses 1-176
The longest Ps. and the best example of an alphabetical Ps. There are in it twenty-two stanzas; each of the 8 vv. of each stanza commences with the same Hebrew letter. The subject is practically the same throughout, viz. the great help and guidance and comfort to be derived from studying continually the Law of the Lord. Much ingenuity is displayed in expressing the same thoughts under various forms.

Note in this connexion the following variety of terms—Law, or instruction (torali) Testimonies, or affirmations of God's will; Judgments, or judicial pronouncements as to the Law; Statutes (lit. 'inscriptions'), or published enactments; Commandments, Precepts, or injunctions.

It is difficult to locate the Ps. in time or circumstances. Such devoted meditation on the Law is a feature of later Judaism which arose chiefly after the exile. This is also true of the mechanical arrangement of the Ps. If the writer records his own experiences they must have been very trying—trouble, sorrow, the hostility of powerful foes, and even captivity. But some scholars believe that the writer sometimes records his own experiences, sometimes the experiences of the pious remnant of Israel.

19. Stranger] or, 'sojourner,' passenger, with but a short time to learn God's will. 

21. The proud] perhaps Jews who had been influenced by foreign culture. 

25. Quicken] i.e. revive. 

29. Way of lying] i.e. faithlessness to God's law. 

39. My reproach which I fear] viz. of sinning against God. 

43. He prays never to be deprived of the power of testifying to God's trathfulness. 

46, Before kings] i.e. in exile.

54. 'Melodies have thy statutes been to me in the house of my sojourning,' i.e. in this brief life: cp. Psalms 39:12. 

56. 'This (comfort) I have that I have kept thy law.'

70. Fat as grease] dull, gross: cp. Job 15:26-27; Isaiah 6:10.

83. Bottle] RM 'wine skin.' Bottles were made of the untanned hide of an animal. In the smoke they would be dried up, shrivelled and useless. Such Israel seemed to be in captivity. 

84. How many, etc.] i.e. my days are few.

91. They] i.e. the heavens and the earth.

96. The most perfect earthly things are finite and limited; but God's law is for all needs and for all time. 

109. My soul, etc.] i.e. my life is ever in jeopardy. 

118. Their deceit is falsehood] better, 'their self-deception is a lie.'

123. Fail for] fail through longing for.

130. The entrance] RV 'the opening,' i.e. the unfolding. 

132. Usest to do] i.e. art wont to do. 

140. Very pure] i.e. true metal: cp. Psalms 18:30. 

147. I prevented, etc.] i.e. Before daybreak I cried. 

148. 'Mine eyes forestall the night-watches,' i.e. when each watch comes I am already awake. 

161. Princes] probably it was Israel, i.e. the Jewish nation, that was so persecuted.

164. Seven times] i.e. very often.

165. Nothing shall offend them] RV 'they have none occasion of stumbling.'

176. Like a lost sheep] probably refers to the Jews scattered in exile. The last clause of the v. precludes the idea of straying into sin.

120 Psalm 120 

Verses 1-3
These Pss. are similar in thought, style, and language. Each bears the heading A Song of degrees, RV 'A Song of Ascents.' Scholars now agree for the most part in interpreting this title 'A Song of Pilgrimages' (lit. 'goings up'), as indicating the use of these Pss. for pilgrims on their annual journeys to keep the various feasts at Jerusalem. Others explain the 'Ascent' as referring to the return of the exiles from Babylon. This section had doubtless been a separate Psalter with this title, 'Songs of Pilgrimages,' affixed. When these Pss. became a part of the greater collection 90-150, the title was affixed to each Ps. separately. There is also an indication in these titles that the Pss. are specially intended for vocal music. Exquisitely beautiful they are, well fitted for pilgrim songs, either for the Jew to Jerusalem, or for the Christian to that heavenly Zion whose builder and maker is God: see Intro.

Verses 1-7
A cry for help to Jehovah in the midst of sore distress, evidently by an exile under foreign oppression.

4. 'Sharp arrows of a mighty man, with glowing coals of broom,' i.e. burning charcoal made of broom. Both expressions are figures for divine judgments: cp. Psalms 140:10.

5. Mesech] i.e. the Moschi, a tribe dwelling near the Euxine Sea: cp. Genesis 10:2, also Herodotus 3.94. Kedar] tribes of N. Arabia famous for their black tents: cp. Song of Solomon 1:5. Here the two names are probably taken as typical examples of the wild and inhospitable peoples among whom many of the Jews were exiled.

6. Long] the emphatic word 'all too long.' Turbulent tribes fond of war surround the writer.

121 Psalm 121 

Verses 1-8
The song of the traveller, whose guide is Jehovah.

1. Hills] RV 'mountains.' The mountains suggest strength, and the Psalmist asks a question, 'Whence shall my help come?' The answer is given in Psalms 121:2 : 'from Him who made the mountains and all else.' If this Ps. were sung going up to Jerusalem then the 'mountains' may be the hills around Jerusalem, or those on which that city is built.

5. Shade] i.e. shelter for defence.

6. A belief in the injurious influence of the moon is an almost universal superstition. If e.g. the moon shines on the face of a sleeper he may become blind: cp. 'moonstruck.'

122 Psalm 122 

Verses 1-9
The writer recalls a journey to Jerusalem and the many sacred memories associated with that much-loved city.

1. 'I rejoiced with them that said unto me.'

2. Shall stand] rather, 'were standing,' i.e. came to be standing. 

3. Jerusalem is builded] RV 'Jerusalem that art built.' Compact] descriptive of the appearance of the rebuilt city, with the breaches restored and the walls complete, after the return from exile.

4. Go up] better, 'went up,' in days gone by. Unto the testimony] RV 'for a testimony' of God's relationship to Israel: cp. Psalms 81:5.

5. Thrones] i.e. tribunals. House of David] either the Davidic line of kings or the princes of the house of David.

6. They shall prosper] RM 'let them prosper.'

123 Psalm 123 

Verses 1-4

The Psalmist looks up steadfastly to God, and expresses his confidence in Him.

4. The scorning of those, etc.] the mocking of them that are at ease—heathen oppressors living in careless security. The circumstances are similar to those in Psalms 120.

124 Psalm 124 

Verses 1-8
This Ps. is sung at the Feast of Purim to commemorate the deliverance from Haman. It is a gladsome lyric, thanking Jehovah for escape from heathen destruction, and may well have been composed under the impulse of deliverance from the Babylonian exile. In its formation it illustrates a particular rhythmic effect, viz. the ascending scale of a series of phrases.

1. Now may Israel say] what Israel says is Psalms 124:1-5. 

3. Quick] RV 'alive,' as Assyria and Babylon did to many nations. 

4. Stream] better, 'torrent,' the winter torrent familiar in Palestine. Over our soul] overwhelming the very life of the nation.

125 Psalm 125 

Verses 1-5
Jehovah is the bulwark of Israel, but evildoers shall perish. Evidently the nation is under foreign rule: cp. Psalms 125:3.

2. The mountains] Jerusalem is high, but the hills, such as the Mt. of Olives and the Hill of Evil Counsel, are higher. 

3. The rod of the wicked] RV 'the sceptre of wickedness,' i.e. heathen dominion shall be broken off lest in despair the righteous be tempted to turn aside to sinful practices. 5. Those who hesitate between serving Jehovah and worldliness will be swept away with heathen idolaters.

126 Psalm 126 

Verses 1-6

A song of those who have been redeemed (from exile), and a hopeful prayer for those who have not yet returned.

1. Turned again the captivity of Zion] either, brought back the exiles who returned to Zion, or, turned again the fortunes of Zion, i.e. perhaps, set her free from foreign yoke.

4. Turn again our captivity] perhaps, 'bring back the exiles.' As the streams in the south] i.e. like the hill streams in the arid S. land of Judah (the Negeb), dry for a time in summer but becoming suddenly swollen torrents in the rains of autumn.

5. A proverb—sow in tears, reap with ringing cries. The reference may be to the difficulties amid which the pioneers of the return from exile had to work: cp. Ezr and Neh.

6. Weepeth] suggestive of the patient labour of the sower. Bearing precious seed] better, 'bearing a measure of seed.' The sower carried the seed in a cloth tied to his body—this cloth full is a 'measure.'

127 Psalm 127 

Verses 1-5
A warning against over-anxiety in any work. Let it be left in the wise hands of Jehovah, who gives the best blessings without human aid. Perhaps the Ps. was addressed to some too-zealous workers in the restoration of Jerusalem. The title assigns it to Solomon, but probably it was written long after his day. Its proverbial philosophy may have led to its association with his name: cp. Proverbs 1:1.

2. Bread of sorrows] RV 'bread of toil': cp. Proverbs 10:22. For so he giveth his beloved sleep] a difficult phrase. With a slight change in the Hebrew we may render, 'surely he giveth his beloved in sleep.' Others may toil and worry and vex themselves and make little progress. But to His loved ones God gives prosperity even while they sleep: cp. Mark 4:27.

3. Children] according to Jewish belief one of God's greatest blessings, yet given without the laborious thought and care of men.

4. Children of a man's youth would grow up and be able to help and protect him when he is old. 

5. But] RV 'when.' In the gate] Here the market was held and justice administered. The man with stalwart sons need not fear false accusers at the judgment-seat: cp. Job 5:4.

128 Psalm 128 

Verses 1-6

The man who fears God will be blessed in his family life. The Ps. has been called the 'Home, Sweet Home 'of Judaism.

3. By the sides of thine house] RV 'in the innermost parts of thine house,' i.e. in the women's apartment. Olive plants] a precious tree in Palestine. 5. 'May the Lord bless thee out of Zion,' i.e. from His dwelling-place.

6. The Psalmist closes with a note of patriotism: RV 'Peace be upon Israel.'

129 Psalm 129 

Verses 1-8
A song of deliverance in trouble and the overthrow of the wicked.

3. Made long their furrows] Descriptive of the persecutions Israel had endured.

6. Afore it groweth up] better, 'before it is plucked,' or, 'before it is unsheathed,' i.e. before it shoots into blossom. 

8. Cp. Ruth 2:4.

130 Psalm 130 

Verses 1-8
The De Profundis—a song of redemption from trouble through faith in God. Probably a very late Ps. The Ps. is antiphonal. First voice (Psalms 130:1-2), Second voice (3, 4), First voice (5, 6), Chorus (7, 8).

1. Out of the depths] i.e. from sore trouble.

4. Feared] Rather a startling statement. But the fear of God means true, earnest religion: cp. Psalms 19:10; Genesis 20:11. 

6. RV 'more than watchmen look for the morning,' i.e. impatiently. 

7. Plenteous redemption] i.e. abundant means of effecting salvation for His people.

8. Redeem, etc.] i.e. deliver not only from the consequences of sin, but from sin itself.

131 Psalm 131 

Verses 1-3

A song of child-like resignation of one committing himself to God in time of trouble.

2. Behaved] RV 'stilled.' Children were weaned between two and three years of age.

Even] better, 'within me,' or 'upon me,' referring to the child upon its mother's bosom.

132 Psalm 132 

Verses 1-18
This is the most difficult of the Pilgrim Songs. According to accepted literary criticism it must be a post-exilic Ps. The Temple worship has been restored. The days of David are in the distant past. The circumstances of the time are such that God's promise to David of a perpetual dynasty is recalled as a ground of hope. Accordingly we must believe that the writer either incorporated a fragment from an earlier period, Psalms 132:6-10, or represented Israel speaking, dramatically describing three periods, (1) Psalms 132:6-7, the time of David; (2) 8, 9, the time of Solomon; (3) 10, the writer's own age. In any case, the Ps. is one of great charm and delicacy, echoing and re-echoing the promise that Jehovah hath chosen Zion for His habitation.

1. 'Lord, remember unto David all his afflictions' (cp. 1 Chronicles 22:14), i.e. for good—to do him good in consequence: cp. Psalms 137:7. David] perhaps, here, 'the house of David,' or 'the representative of David.'

3-5. David's vow to find a permanent home for the ark: cp. 2 Samuel 7:2. 

6. We heard of it at] i.e. the people heard the ark was at Ephratah, perhaps the district round Kirjath-jearim, where the ark stayed till a place was prepared for it in Mt. Zion: cp. 1 Chronicles 13:5. Fields of the wood] field of Jaar,' i.e. Kirjath-jearim, shortened for the sake of rhythm.

8-10. These vv. are found in 2 Chronicles 6:41-42, and undoubtedly refer to the dedication of the Temple by Solomon. 

8. Ark of thy strength] the symbolical centre of Jehovah's power in Israel. The ark is mentioned only here in the Psalter. Unless, as suggested above, the whole passage is quoted from the very late book of Chronicles, it is difficult to account for its presence in this Ps. 

9. Thy saints] God's chosen people. 

10. Turn not away the face] owing to the rejection of his prayer. Thine anointed] means the king.

11, 12. Cp. 1 Kings 8:25. In Psalms 132:11-18 we may trace the divine answer to the prayers of Psalms 132:8-10. 

13. This is the keynote of the Ps. 

14. See Psalms 68:16. 

15. A Messianic promise against famine, very welcome in such a country as Palestine.

16. Salvation] here, 'health,' 'prosperity.'

17. The horn] which is generally a symbol of strength, is in Daniel the symbol of a king.

To bud] sprout: see Jeremiah 23:5; Jeremiah 33:15; Zechariah 3:8, where the 'branch' or 'sprout' denotes the Messianic King: see also Luke 1:69. Ordained] EM 'prepared.' A lamp] symbol of undying prosperity in a house: cp. 1 Kings 11:36; Proverbs 20:20.

18. Flourish] i.e. sparkle.

133 Psalm 133 

Verses 1-3

An exquisite gem of song describing the blessings of unity—suitable for a pilgrim song, when rich and poor, priest and peasant, might fraternise with Zion in sight.

2. Precious ointment] better, 'goodly oil.' It is doubtful whether the second relative clause is parallel to the first referring to the oil, or whether it refers to Aaron's beard. The Heb., like the AV, can be interpreted either way. It is probably best to take it as referring to the oil. So LXX takes it. The idea is to emphasise the richness and fulness of life which friendship gives.

3. RV 'Like the dew of Hermon that cometh down on the mountains of Zion.' Hermon is the most conspicuous feature in Palestine, standing in the extreme N. away beyond the springs of Jordan, and over 9,000 ft. in height. The writer evidently thought that the dewcame down from the distant Hermon cool and fresh, and settled on Zion. For there] i.e. in Zion. Peace and harmony are life to the nation.

134 Psalm 134 

Verses 1-3
A night-greeting addressed to the priests and Levites in the Temple. Psalms 134:3 is their reply to the greeting.

135 Psalm 135 

Verses 1-21
A Ps. of praise suitable for public worship, beginning and ending with the liturgical Hallelujah. It is full of rich mosaics illustrating Jehovah's greatness and the vanity of idols. Psalms 134, 135 were sometimes taken as one by the Jews, Psalms 135 being an expansion of 134, with certain elements from Psalms 115.

4. Peculiar treasure] see on Exodus 19:5. 

7. For the rain] i.e. to produce rain, as it was thought: cp. Zechariah 10:1 RV. Treasuries] storehouses, where, according to ancient belief, the winds were kept. 

10, 11. Cp. Numbers 21:24. 

13. Memorial] that by which Jehovah is remembered.

14. Judge] i.e. do justice on behalf of: cp. Deuteronomy 32:36. Repent himself] i.e. pity, relent towards. 

15, 18. See Psalms 115:4-8. 

21. Out of] i.e. from out of.

136 Psalm 136 

Verses 1-26
A song of praise to God ever merciful. It is sometimes known as the great Hallel, although the Talmud includes also Psalms 120-135 under this title. It differs from all other Pss. in the Psalter in that each v. closes with a refrain. 

6. Cp. Psalms 24:2. 

19-22. Cp. Psalms 135:11, Psalms 135:12.

23. Low estate] i.e. condition of abasement, perhaps the exile or subjection to a foreign yoke.

137 Psalm 137 

Verses 1-9
A lifelike memorial of the bitter experiences of exile concluding with (a) a strong expression of patriotism, and (b) an outburst of hatred against the enemies of Jerusalem. Probably written soon after the exile.

1. Rivers of Babylon] The river was the Euphrates, from which branched off a network of canals, on whose banks grew the willows here referred to. These were a species of poplar.

2. Harps] the Kinnor was the most ancient kind of harp, properly a lyre. 

3. A song] lit. 'the words of a song.' Sing us, etc.] probably in mockery. Hebrew music would not be so good as Babylonian. 

5. Forget her cunning] i.e. her skill in playing on the harp.

7. The children of Edom in the day] RV 'against the children of Edom the day,' i.e. the day of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans (2 Kings 25:8), when Edom rejoiced at its fall: see Obadiah 1:10-12. 

8. Who art to be destroyed] i.e. doomed to destruction.

9. Stones] RV 'rocks.' We cannot defend this terrible curse, but the cruelties of these Eastern oppressors were a provocation which fortunately we cannot now realise.

138 Psalm 138 

Verses 1-8

Although the title ascribes this Ps. to David, it is generally considered to belong to the post-exilic period, of whose earnest piety it is one of the best examples. According to some scholars the speaker is Israel, but this is doubtful.

1. Before] i.e. in front of, in opposition to the (false) gods. 

2. Thy name] Thy character, as hitherto revealed. The present fulfilment of thy promise surpasses the renown of all thy former doings.

3. Strengthenedst me] RV 'Thou didst encourage me,' lit. 'madest me proud.'

6. Afar off] RV 'from afar.' They are not hidden from God's eye, or beyond the reach of God's justice. 

8. 'Jehovah accomplisheth (all things) for me.' The works of thine own hands] i.e. the Jewish nation, if Israel is the speaker.

139 Psalm 139 

Verses 1-24
One of the very greatest of the Pss. No grander tribute has ever been paid to the omniscience and omnipresence of God. The Ps. is ascribed to David, but the Hebrew is decisive in favour of a date very long after David, being marked by Aramaisms.

1-6. God's omniscience. 

7-12. God's omnipresence. 

13-18. God's wonderful providence in human life. 

19-22. God's hatred of sin. 

23, 24. A prayer that the Psalmist may be cleansed from all evil.

3. Compassest] RM 'winnowest,' i.e. scrutinisest. 

5. Beset] surround, influence. 

6. High] the word means 'inaccessible': cp. Deuteronomy 2:36.

8. Hell] RV 'Sheol,' i.e. the under-world.

9. The wings of the morning] i.e. follow the first rays of dawn which stretch like outspread wings to the far horizon. Uttermost parts of the sea] i.e. the West—Mediterranean. 

11. If I say] The text has,' and I said.' Cover] some, with slight change, render 'screen me,' and this is evidently the thought of the Psalmist. Even the night, etc.] RV 'and the light about me shall be night'—a parallel to previous clause.

13. Possessed] rather, 'formed,' or 'created.'

Reins] the kidneys, seat of thought, feeling, etc., according to Hebrew belief. Covered me] rather, 'woven me together,' like a piece of cloth, with bones, sinews, muscles, etc., cp. Job 10:11. 

15. In the lowest parts of the earth] Probably the writer is speaking poetically of the mysterious origin of a human personality in the womb.

16. A most obscure verse. 'Thine eyes beheld my' (yet) 'unformed substance, and in thy book were they all written,' (even) 'the days which were preordained when as yet there was none of them.' The Psalmist himself, all his days, and all their happenings, were in the mind of God before he was born.

18. I am still with thee] either, 'my thoughts still go out to thee and thy wonders,' or, 'I am still in thy thought as an object of care and love.'

19. Surely thou wilt] RM 'O that thou wouldest.' Bloody men] RV 'bloodthirsty men.'

21. The thought is evidently, 'hateful to all right-thinking persons must those be who rebel against such a wonder-working God.'

24. Wicked way] better, 'way leading to sorrow'; the idea is the same. Way everlasting] i.e. the enduring way—well expressed in Proverbs 12:28.

140 Psalm 140 

Verses 1-13
A prayer for deliverance from enemies (perhaps national), ascribed to David probably because it consists mainly of quotations from, and adaptations of, earlier Pss.

2. 'Continually do they stir up wars': cp. Proverbs 15:18. 

3. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4. 

7. Covered] better, 'screened.'

11. Let not, etc.] better, 'a slander shall not.'

141 Psalm 141 

Verses 1-10
An evening prayer in time of trouble. The Psalmist prays that he may be strengthened to resist temptation, and so escape the fate of evil men.

2. Be set forth] lit. 'raise itself,' like the smoke of incense. 

5. Correction from friends is desirable. An excellent oil, which shall not break my head] RV 'as oil upon the head; let not my head refuse it.' For yet, etc.] 'for still my prayer is against their wrong-doing.'

6. An obscure verse. 'When their judges are flung headlong by the sides of the crag, then shall they hear my words that they are sweet.'

7. Also obscure; perhaps, 'Their bones will be scattered at the mouth of Sheol as when one cleaveth and breaketh up the earth,' referring to the judges. 

8. But] better, 'for.'

Leave not, etc.] RM 'Pour not out my soul,' i.e.let me not die: cp. Isaiah 53:12.

142 Psalm 142 

Verses 1-7
A prayer of a hunted soul: ascribed to David 'in the cave,' but not likely to be by him.

3. 'When my spirit is faint within me' (then I remember) 'thou knowest my path.'

7. Prison] metaphorical: cp. Psalms 107:10. Compass me about] RM 'crown themselves because of me.' The meaning is, that they will rejoice with him in his rejoicing.

143 Psalm 143 

Verses 1-12
A late Ps., though ascribed to David, consisting mainly of appropriate reminiscences from earlier Pss.

2. Shall no man living, etc.] perhaps, 'is no man living righteous.'

3. That have been long dead] better, 'that are for ever dead': cp. Lamentations 3:6. 

4. Is.. overwhelmed] better, 'faints.'

Is desolate] better, 'is bewildered.'

6. Selah] see on Psalms 3:4; Psalms 7. Hear] better, 'answer': cp. Psalms 28:1. 

10. 'Let thy good spirit lead me in an even' (i.e. safe, peaceful) 'country': cp. Psalms 27:11.

144 Psalm 144 

Verses 1-15
This Ps. consists mainly of thoughts and quotations from earlier Pss., e.g. 8 and 18. Psalms 144:12-15 are, however, quite unlike anything else in the Psalter, and some suppose them to be a quotation from a lost Ps., possibly by David.

2. My goodness] lit. 'my lovingkindness,' but with the change of a single Hebrew letter we can render 'my castle,' which is much more suitable. My people] probably we should render, 'the peoples.'

3, 4. Cp. Psalms 8:4; Psalms 39:5.

7. Strange children] i.e. strangers. 

9. See Psalms 33:2.

12. The want of connexion seems to point to a new fragment. Our daughters, etc.] Two renderings are possible: (1) 'our daughters be draped in purple cloth like the hangings of a palace,' or (2) 'our daughters as corner stones carved after the similitude of a palace,' strong and graceful. For' palace' PBV reads 'temple.'

14. Breaking in] invasion by an enemy.

Going out] either into exile, or to surrender to an enemy. Complaining] RV 'outcry': cp. Isaiah 24:11; Jeremiah 14:2.

145 Psalm 145 

Verses 1-21
This is an alphabetic Ps., but the v. with the letter Nun, which should come after Psalms 145:13, has been lost. It is a noble Ps., celebrating the praise of God as the bountiful Giver of all good things, used in the Jewish church at morning service, and worthy to be used in all the churches. It is the last Ps. ascribed to David in the Psalter.

5. RV 'of the glorious majesty of thine honour and of thy wondrous works will I meditate.'

13. Here LXX adds the missing v., as follows: 'Jehovah is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.'

146 Psalm 146 

Verses 1-10

Here begins the final group, Psalms 146-150, known as the 'Hallelujah' Pss., because each begins and ends with that word, meaning, 'Praise ye the Lord.' They sum up the joy of the returned exiles, and form a fitting doxology to the Psalter. They are, of course, specially intended for use in the second Temple. Psalms 146 praises God as the true Helper.

9. Turneth upside down] lit.' causeth to turn aside' (into the trackless desert, where it disappears).

147 Psalm 147 

Verses 1-20
A song of praise in which the Psalmist recounts God's mercies (1) in restoring Jerusalem, (2) in helping those cast down, (3) in caring for the animal world, and (4) in the changing seasons.

2. Build up] i.e. rebuild, after the captivity.

7. Sing praise] better, 'make melody.'

10. Against self-reliance. 

11. Hope in his mercy] better, 'wait for His lovingkindness.'

17. Morsels] crumbs (of bread). Frost and snow at Jerusalem are comparatively rare. A change soon follows: cp. Psalms 147:18.

19, 20. The writer returns to God's doings for Israel. Judgments] better, 'ordinances,' revealed only to Israel.

148 Psalm 148 

Verses 1-14
This is the 'Gloria in Excelsis' of the Psalter, wherein all created things, animate and inanimate, are called upon to praise Jehovah.

1. From the heavens] i.e. angels and the heavenly bodies. 

4. Waters that be above the heavens] So God divided the waters: see Genesis 1:6, Genesis 1:7. 

6. Which shall not pass] RM'which none shall transgress.'

8. Vapours] smoke or steam: cp. Psalms 119:83. 

13. Excellent] RV 'exalted.'

14. RM 'a horn for his people, a praise for all his saints,' i.e. the giving victory to God's people ('exalting the horn') is a subject of praise.

149 Psalm 149 

Verses 1-9
A song of praise to God who gives the victory, including vengeance on the enemies of Israel.

4. Salvation] RM 'victory.'

5. Upon their beds] even in the night-season. 

9. The judgment] probably referring to the prophecies and Pss. concerning the destruction of the heathen: cp. Psalms 18:30-43; Psalms 83:10-13; Isaiah 45:14. This honour, etc.] better, 'This' (the overthrow of their enemies) 'shall be an honour for all his saints.'

150 Psalm 150 

Verses 1-6
This is 'the grand Finale of the spiritual concert,' and worthily closes not only this little Hallelujah group, but the whole Psalter.

1. Firmament of his power] the spreading roof of the sky which His power has made.

3. Trumpet] i.e. Shopher, a kind of horn.

Psaltery] i.e. Nebhel, a species of harp, or guitar, or lyre, with a bulging resonance box at one end. Harp] i.e. Kinnor, the most ancient form of harp; a lyre. 

4. Timbrel] i.e. Toph, a circlet of wood covered with skin and ornamented with brass bells; tambourine.

Stringed instruments] i.e. Minnim, properly, 'strings,' i.e. of a harp. Organs] RV 'the pipe,' i.e. Ugabh, perhaps a Pan's pipe: cp. Genesis 4:21. 

5. Cymbals] i.e. Tseltselim, evidently of two kinds.' High sounding] cp. 1 Corinthians 13:1.

6. The climax is reached. 'Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah.'

